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PREFACE

T has been more than once suggested that among the

reviews of a new publication there should be one from
the pen of its author, but that privilege is assured to him
already in a measure by the preface, which affords him
scope for the expression of his object and his principles,
and of the degree of satisfaction or dissatisfaction with
which he regards his completed task.

The chapters to which these lines are prefixed grew
out of an attempt to acquire some knowledge of the
antecedents of the Moors, the better to understand them
as they are to-day. Originally intended to form one
section only of a comprehensive volume, they have been
reduced to the narrowest possible limits, and all facts not
vital have been cast aside. The extreme compression
rendered necessary also by the crowded lives of pre-
sumptive readers has precluded unimportant detail and
elaboration, so that instead of a word being added to
spin out the tale, a single epithet must frequently convey
the spirit of a well-digested chapter, or a few lines express
an opinion sifted from many volumes. The dual task
before me was of no slight difficulty, for it has” been
my endeavour throughout to present in a popular form
a picture of sufficient detail accurately reproduced to
satisfy the student.

Those who seek for polished diction, or the swing of
a continuous narrative, must suffer disappointment. The
fact that the subject is almost new to English literature,
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and that it is treated here more comprehensively than
hitherto in any language must be the excuse for abundant
shortcomings. Neither fertile imagination nor poetical
diction is the ideal of historians, but an unswerving
devotion to fact, with the power to discriminate between
conflicting witnesses, and the ability to make the dead live
once again in the great scenes in which they played their
parts, confronting thus the present with the past. It may,
perhaps, be suggested that the critical consideration of
a subject so remote from European interests is hardly
worth the pains bestowed upon it, but to this it may be
answered that the study of the Moors is of far more than
ethnological or geographical importance. As a chapter in
the story of the human race its incidents assist the study
of mankind. It is as a contribution to universal history
that I have gathered and marshalled the facts which
together form the record of the Moorish Empire.
Volunteers for work upon nations more closely related
to us, where the soil has been ploughed and re-ploughed,
are numerous enough, but there is work, no less im-
portant, to be done upon the fallow ground. For this
reason the inducement to devote the labour of years to
increase our acquaintance with the Moorish people, past
and present,*¥ has been the conviction that the service
rendered was greater than would be afforded by any
treatment, however novel, of some well-worn theme,
albeit popular and therefore lucrative.

In the spirit in which Arnold edited Thucydides I
entered on this work, not as “an idle inquiry about
remote ages and forgotten institutions, but as a living
picture of things present, fitted not so much for the

* These and other remarks in this preface refer equally to the companion
volumes on 7%e Moors and Zhe Land of the Moors.
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curiosity of the scholar as for the instruction of the
statesman and the citizen”* It is my hope to have
provided a store-house to which students of many subjects
may turn with success. The genuine pleasure which
results from the fortunate search for facts and incidents
long buried is one which I cannot expect my readers to
share: my enjoyment has been that of the miner; theirs
can only be that of the heir to a fortune. If they will but
use it for the good of Morocco they are most welcome,
and I am more than repaid for the years so spent.

Only when viewed in the aggregate, magnified in
scenes long past, do the effects of Moorish thought and
principles upon the national life become apparent, and
then only can their influence upon the individual be
rightly weighed. TFor this purpose it is the internal
history, as pictured by the people themselves, which is
of supreme importance. As M. Houdas aptly remarks,
in his introduction to Ez-Zaiani: “ The social condition
of the followers of Isldm is so different from our own
that we have always some trouble to appreciate at their
right value the events which occur in a Muslim land.
Moreover, as the result of a natural tendency, we willingly
neglect that which concerns their private history, con-
centrating our attention on their outer history, the interest
of which appears to us greater and more important.” No
policy could be more short-sighted, whatever the value of
information as to past external relations, since the most
uninteresting petty details of the home-life, whether of
the nation or the individual, become attractive when
regarded as indicative of character and tendencies. In
this case it has been most disappointing that the native

* Preface to vol. iii., p. xxii.
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writers have furnished so little direct light as to the
cpndition of the nation in its various stages. Wherever
possible, advantage has been taken of the occasional
glimpses afforded, but it has been impossible to fully
portray the national life at any other period than the
present. Yet from what chance evidence is available, it
would appear that no such changes have occurred in
Morocco during the last thousand years as have altered
the life of Europe.

The remarkable familiarity with certain points of current
Moorish history displayed by many of the earlier writers,
side by side with the grossest of blunders, and with utter
lack of sympathetic interest, may be explained by the
intimate relations with Moorish life and movement of
some Christian slaves, but more especially of renegades.
Warped though they might be, embittered though they
could not fail to be, they both knew more and chronicled
more of the essential life of the country than could the
present average European resident, who knows no more
of what is going on than the local newspapers can tell
him, and they have sprung into existence only of recent
years. The best contemporary informant can tell us less
of Morocco than the slaves knew two hundred years ago.

The Oriental scholar, or the student who has time to
draw his own conclusions, I would refer to the authorities so
freely quoted and so gratefully acknowledged,* especially
to those translations of the Arab records to which I am
so deeply indebted—to De Slane, Gayangos, Baumier,
Houdas, Fagnan, Jones and others. My object has rather
been to present to an uninterested public an account—

*# The references to authorities in these pages number 1,175. DPart IIL
contains reviews of 223 of the volumes employed.
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drawn from original and reliable sources—which should
be brief enough and bright enough to interest, and to
impart a faithful picture of the rise, progress and con-
dition of the Moorish Empire, enabling them thereby to
gauge its character and trend.

I would ask historical critics to bear in mind that as my
object has been rather a contribution to our knowledge
of the people than to that of dry-as-dust facts, while
exercising every reasonable care, I have not applied the
modern critical methods to all statements quoted. I
have rather preferred to give “chapter and verse,” and
to record elsewhere my opinjion as to the value of the
various works as evidence. Especially is this the case
with the native writers, who, however mistaken they may
sometimes have been as to dates, or credulous as to
exploits, have seldom, if ever, misrepresented the national
spirit. From this point of view, a picturesque touch or
a glimpse of feeling often contains far more truth than the
least assailable statements of unadorned fact, and'to the
student of mankind their value is unquestionably greater.

Throughout I have endeavoured to attach the story to
chronological landmarks which should already exist in
the reader’s mind, and as the Mohammedan Era conveys
no idea to others than its special students, I have dis-
carded it altogether. The lunar standard of the historians
quoted renders nice adjustment with our solar Yyears
impossible without defining the months, which in a work
of this nature would be much more objectionable than
occasional discrepancies.

With regard to dynastic and other dates, I have on
the whole followed native authors, carefully collated and
compared. The difficulty of compiling a satisfactory list
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of the Moorish sultans, and of exactly fixing their dates,
arises chiefly from the conflicting statements of the
chronicles, which sometimes vary according to the rivals
whom the writers favoured, and from the fact that either
two or more were reigning in different parts at the same
time, or that a reign commenced at one time in one part
and in another later. But for all practical purposes it is suf-
ficient to know their approximate epoch. It is hoped that
the chronographical method adopted in the chart may faci-
litate the mental tabulation of the periods dealt with in a
manner which to many is impracticable with figures alone.

In the matter of illustrations—as for most of the facts
brought together—I have largely drawn on predecessors
in this field, since my desire has been to produce a work
which should be complete rather than throughout original.
Wherever the source of an illustration could be ascer-
tained it has been  acknowledged, and I would here
express my thanks to all whose illustrations have been
reproduced. Each has been selected for some particular
interest, and many are from photographs specially taken
for these volumes by friends. The small map is from one
larger and more complete, specially drawn for Tke Land
of the Moors.

In conclusion, let me say that wherever other students
differ from me as to either facts or figures, the invariable
refuge of the native writer, when confronted with con-
flicting statements, shall still be mine: “ God alone knows
the truth !”

One only favour I would ask of my readers, and that is the
indication to me of whalever oversights or errors they discover in
these wvolumes.

Letters may be addressed to the care of the London publishers.

EL MANAR, HAMPSTEAD.:



THE SPELLING OF ARABIC WORDS

N such a work as this the question of transliteration

calls for remark, and its importance has secured its
most careful consideration. The system followed is that
adopted. by the Beirit missionaries in 1838 and confirmed
in 1860, modified to suit the singularly pure and classical
Maghribin pronunciation under the advice of several well-
known Arabic scholars, and as the outcome of many years
of experiment. Since each Arabic letter is distinguished
by a dot or other sign, the original form of a word can
be at once reproduced; and since Arabic is written
phonetically, the correct pronunciation can be arrived at
by anyone acquainted with the values of the original
characters. In my Morocco-Arabic Vocabulary this
system was strictly adhered to—printer’s errors excepted
—but in a work intended to present native words in a
form for popular use, it has been deemed essential to make
certain modifications for the sake of simplicity.*

Thus “ee” and “o00” are frequently written, in proper
names especially, as 1 or i and @i; the “ee” is retained in
words of one and two syllables when the accent falls upon
it, for the convenience of ordinary English readers; the final
y4 (1) of adjectives derived from names is also modified to i.

* This does not of course apply to Arabic names of objects, phrases, etc.,
which are transliterated strictly.

b
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The final h is usually omitted from feminine proper names
(students will remember that it always follows an un-
accented a, becoming t for euphony when the following
word begins with a vowel). The " accent denoting the
initial 4lif or “vowel prop” is omitted when the initial
vowel is a capital. The dots which distinguish consonants
unknown in English (4, h, k, s, and t), the tie-dash be-
neath letters which can only be approximately rendered
by two characters in English (dh, gh, kh); and the
sign ' (representing the hamzah), necessary to enable
students to identify the words, can always be omitted
in popular use; but it is strongly recommended that,
with the exception mentioned, the accent be always
retained, as on it so much depends. The standard for
the names of places is throughout the local spelling
(and therefore pronunciation) of the educated classes, to
obtain which special pains have been taken.

It is the hope, therefore, of the writer, who has made
large concessions in this matter to the views of others,
that he has not expended this labour for his own works
alone, but that he has provided a standard of spelling
which will be adopted by future writers. It may be added
that these renderings are in accordance with tﬁe principles
adopted by the Royal Geographical Society, the Foreign,
India, Colonial, and War Offices, the Admiralty, and the
Government of the United States, all of which will here
find their authority for Moorish nathes.

(A glo.ssary of common words will be appended to

The Moors, and a list of place-names to Zhe Land of
theé Moors.)



SYSTEM OF TRANSLITERATION

Every letter is pronounced: consonants have the English, and single
: vowels the Italian value.

a, ~ nigbah, short open sound,
as “a” in “can,” some-
times “ 1’ as in “ but.”

4, VY Alif with nisbab, longer
open sound, as “a’’ in
« far.”

h s limalah, or Alif maksoorah,
ag final “a” in “papa”
(always final).

Aor’,* & Ain, long “4,” far back in
tlie mouth, as in the
“baa” of a sheep.

b, < b4, as in English.

d, o day, o,

dh, 3 dbal, ,, ”»

d,* 5 d4d, strongly articulated
palatal “d.”

dh,* b dh4, thick “dh,” some-
thing like “th’ in
“thee.”

e, “or_ nisbah or khafdah, short
English “e.” .

ee, + y& with khafdah, as in
English.

f, « fa, asin English.

g, _( ghf, , ,, hard.

8 T jeem, ,, w oo (8)

gh,* & ghain, deep guttural.

h, & hi, as in English.

ha, ¢ bd, ” " like
“hh.”

i, . khafdal, as in English.

i, v 4lif with khafd b, like the
first “1” in “ Todia.”’

fori, » y4 asin English.

3 T jeem, ,, ”

k, < kaf, » ”

k, & kdf, peculiar hard “k”

low i1 the throat, as
“ck” in “Lick.”

kh,* ¢ kha,vough guttural sound

as in Scotch “ loch.”
1, J ldm, as in English.

m,  neem, ” ”
1n, « hoon, " ”
= .5 (doubled Ginal
] y oM §||‘|:‘rlt’:o\\'c":) " "
o, ° rofih, ' '
N N
o, ) wau, » »
00; 5 5 with rofdh, as in
English.
T, y 14, as in English.
S, o® Seen, mn »
* (e sid, “ » hard,
like ss.
sh, % sheen, ,, v
t: b t'é'r ” ”

t,* L td, short palatal « t.”
<& thi, as in Boglish “three,”
but rather more of the
“t” sound.
u, * rofih, as in English.
alif with rofih, as in
English “up.”

0, s wail, Continental “un”
sound, as in “pull.”

W, » wail, as in English,

Y 2 ¥4, " "

2z, 5 Zﬂ.n:l'll, 3] »

; =*° hamzah, showing that the pre-
ceding vowel is cut off short, and a
slight pause made.

> shows that a letter is elided in the
pronunciation, generally ‘“a” in ordi-
nary conversation.’” In past participles
it is gencrally ‘““u” which is elided.

* denotes an initial 4in followed by a
short vowel other than nisbah.

« is placed between two letters which
might be sounded as one} to separate
them.

* The correct pronunciation of these letters is only to be acquired from a native;
the nearest possible English rendering being given, no difficulty will be experienced
in connccting them with their Arabic equivalents.
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MODIFICATIONS IN COMMON WORDS

For A’l or él

A’llah
A’'meer
Aridb
Bani
I'smédil.
Kaid

Mohammed (or more strictly
Muhammad)

Malay

EL
Allah.
Ameer.
Arab.
Beni.
Ismail.
Kaid.

Mohammed.
Mulai.

Seedi (more correctly Seyyidi) Sidi.

Sultén

Sultan.

MODIFICATIONS IN NAMES OF PLACES
For A'sfi

E'l Jazair

E'l Jazirah
Fas

Hajrat N’kir
Jazair Zafran
Meliliyah
Miknas
Ribdt

Sibta

Sla
Talimséan
Tanjah
Tettawan
Ttinis

Saffi.
Algiers.
Algeciras.
Fez.
Alhucemas.
Zaffarines.
Melilla.
Mequinez.
Rabat.
Ceuta.
Salli.
Tlemcgen.
Tangier.
Tetuan.
Tunis.
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THE MOORISH EMPIRE

CHAPTER THE FIRST

MAURETANIA
(500 B.C.—690 A.C.)

r\ F ancient Mauretania* the records that exist are very
scanty and unsatisfactory. The information which
has come to us is so conflicting—when not
manifestly borrowed—that there is no certain
ground on which we may build history, or even a romance.
The earliest authorities, who dealt almost exclusively with
myths and legends, may be set aside at once, for Morocco
lay so far out of the beaten tracks of those days, that it is
only when the Carthaginian Hanno makes a
colonising expedition to beyond the Herculean
Pillars, that we meet with dependable state-
ments. Even Hanno’s authenticity has been disputed
(although unsuccessfully), and nothing certain is known
of his person or date. All that remains is the account of
his “Periplus” or voyage, graven on a stone in the temple
of Saturn at Carthage on his return, and copied by a
Greek traveller centuries later.!
With sixty galleys of fifty oars each, conveying no
less than thirty thousand men, the bold Phcenician set

Scanty Records.

Hanno :
Cir. 500 B.C.

* This spelling is established as correct by coins and inscriptions of the
period, including those discovered at Volubilis.

\ 1 MANNERT, P. 577.



4 MAURETANIA [Phanician Era

forth on his daring errand. Until his return—
EZ Pheniclan  and in spite of the wonders he had to relate,
' for many a long day thereafter—all beyond
those mighty pillars was dark, and darkness meant
terror. The majestic swell of the ocean was more than
the barques of the Midland Sea could withstand, and even
Hercules himself was fabled to have gone no farther.
But the Carthaginian Empire was expanding, and the
first of the great Punic Wars had not been fought; her
waxing power demanded feeders; her commercial instincts
called for wider enterprise. Slowly coasting along the
North African shore, at last the dread corner was
turned, and after two days’ sail the explorers landed to
establish their first colony at Thymatherion, somewhere
in Central Morocco.* Proceeding thence, five other
colonies were planted, Karikon-Teikhos, Gytta, Akra,
Melitta and Arambys, none of which are now to be
identified.t
Thus far the colonisation; what followed was more
properly exploration. Up to that point the adventurers
had probably encountered only people of the stock which
we know as Berber, with whom they would be able to
converse, since the majority of the colonists must have
been drawn from the districts round Carthage, the modern

* This is not the place in which to discuss the many debatable questions as
to the sites of the various stations and landmarks in Morocco mentioned by
ancient writers—the more certain of which are noticed in the companion
volume to this, 7%e Land of the Moors. The matter has been thoroughly
sifted ‘by other writers to whose sources of information there has been no
addition, and as a concise and reliable summary is given in the Bibliography,
where it will not be available to many of my readers, by kind permission of
the late Sir Lambert Playfair it is here presented—shorn of bibliographical
data—in the form of an Appendix. The most convenient summary of all we
know about Mauretania is Gobel’s pamphlet in German, to which the reader
is referred for particulars here omitted.

t An epitome of Hanno’s ¢ Periplus” will be found in 7%e Zand of the
Moors.
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6 MAURETANIA [Phanician

Tunisia. But now they began to meet or hear
of strangers; savage and inhospitable tribes,
some of them Troglodytes, or cave-dwellers,* who
furnished Hanno with interpreters. Possibly they repre-
sented the first of those waves of humanity which had
passed over North Africa, causing a modification of type
in the so-called Berbers of the Sts and the Draa.t That
there was an earlier race is also manifest from the existing
megalithic remains,] many more of which would doubtless
be discovered, were Morocco opened up and properly
explored.

By this time the travellers must have reached the limits
of what has since become the Moorish Empire, and in an

Aborigines.

* Caves once used as human habitations are plentiful in many parts, as
along the coast of the Tansift, in the Atlas, in the Ain Tarsil,) west of
Amzmiz, in the Gindafi valley, near Sheshawan, and beyond Wazzan.

Tissot also describes dolmens, menhirs, galgals, barrows, and cromlechs in
Morocco,? and Martiniére notes a cromlech on Jebel Zarh6n, near Zeggbdta.

1 Dr. Bertholon, who has made careful researches, and has taken measure-
ments of the skulls of this prehistoric race, remarks?:—*¢ There would appear
to have been in North Africa at the time of the Agean immigration, only
populations which had not got beyond the stone civilisation. A few tribes,
akin to the quaternary man of Neanderthal, were at the stage of chipped

" flint; others, more numerous, of the same race as the Iberians, were raising
megalithic monuments, and were living in a less profound state of barbarism.”
Dr. Bertholon* believes that the Libyans or Celto-Ligurians emigrated
from somewhere round the Danube about 1500 years before Christ, and
settled in North Africa, ‘‘where, as the Egyptian monuments attest, they
attacked Egypt itself.” He believes further that ‘‘they spoke a European
language, the Phrygian dialect, no doubt, which Fisk has shown to be a sister
tongue to the Greek. This dialect, more and more altered, has kept itself up
to our times in the Berber language.”

But Professor Keane holds this view to be incorrect, believing that the
migrations were from Africa, where, rather than in periodically ice-clad
Europe, the Afro-European or Caucassian type was slowly formed.?

T As at M'zbra, near Azila,® and to the east of Wazzan.?

1 Described by HARRIS, Land, p. 244. See also GLOBUS, xxiv: p. 175, Dolmen in
Marokto (unsigned); and VILAIN, Le Dolizen des Beni Snassan (Maroc), Paris, 1885.

2 pp. 176, 178.

8 Revue Tunisienne, Oct. 1897, p. 418, 4 L.c., p. 419.

5 Man, Past and Present, 1899, p. 455.

6 SpENCE WATSON, p. 100, and BrookE, vol. ii., p. 36. 7 ROHLFS, p. 36.
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island called Kerné—about which hopelessly conflicting
statements are all that remain—they made a stay of

From Tissot.
SITES OF PREHISTORIC REMAINS IN NORTHERN MOROCCO

sufficient length for a considerable commerce to spring
up. They had journeyed then as far beyond the Straits
as the Straits were from Carthage. From Kerné they
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pushed on till they met with crocodiles and hippopotami
and “hairy men and women” or “gorillas,”* from which
it is evident that they were well within the tropics, perhaps
at the mouth of the Niger. For the elephants they found
in Sts there is no difficulty in accounting, since they were
still to be seen there nearly a thousand years later,! but
the presence of the river denizens sets the extent of their
journey beyond all doubt.

Of the fate of the colonies founded nothing is known,
but it seems certain that they seldom or never included
the surrounding territory, and that they were
little more than trading stations, of which,

according to Eratosthenes, quoted by Strabo? Carthage,
when it fell, possessed no fewer than three hundred along
this coast. Thus it is not wonderful that the traces are
slight, nor must it be forgotten that the city of Dido itself
was entirely exotic—a parasitical growth—and that, as one
writer puts it, “ Carthage in the height of her power paid
ground-rent.”3 That there are so few remains to indicate
the situations of these colonies is not so remarkable as the
almost complete obliteration of the “wiped out” parent
city.t Thus the Pheenician Era came and went, leaving
hardly a memory ; only the faintest of traces.

No account has survived of the peoples with whom
the colonists traded. It was not until the troops of
Hasdrubal and Hamilcar and Hannibal had made their
last march to the narrowing Straits, and the avenging

Roman, having driven them back from Spain,
Aboriginal pressed after to establish an African Empire, that
Inhabitants. .. .

the oldest existing legends about the natives

The Colonies.

* This is one of the few Punic words which have become English, and its
use dates from this expedition.

1 As long ago as the time of Pliny there was ‘“no remembrance nor yet
the slightest vestige ” of these colonies.*

1 PLiNv, bk. v., chap. i. See 7he Land of the Moors, chap. iv.
2 bk. xvii., § iv. 3 URQUHART, p. 225. 4 PLiNy, bk. v., chap. i.
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10 MAURETANIA [Phanician

were placed on record. A thousand years after the
voyage of Hanno, a Roman scribe, Procopius of
Casarea—secretary to Belisarius in Justinian’s Vandal
War in Africa—wrote that in his day there existed
near Tangier two white columns of stone by a
gushing spring. On these were inscribed in the Pheenician
language, “We have fled before the face of Joshua the
robber, son of Nun.”* Procopius explains that the
inhabitants of these parts were descended from the
Canaanites expelled before the Children of Israel, whom
he appears to have confused with the early Phcenician
settlers. But whatever the truth may have been, the
Arab historians also attribute a Canaanitish origin to the
Berbers, assigning a more recent date for their expulsion,
which they declare took place under Goliath (Jalat), their

* ¢“Hic Populi numerosi habitavere, Gergesei, Jebusai, aliaque habentes
nomina Hebreeis voluminibus memorata, qui . . . in Africam penetravere,
ubi civitates quamplures habitentes omnem eum tractum usque ad Herculis
columnas tenuerunt, semi-Pheenicia lingua ac catalecto utentes. Oppidumque
Tingen situ munitissimum in Numidia zdificaverunt, ubi duo ex albo lapide
columnz prope magnum fontem constitutee, in quibus Pheenicum lingua
litteree incassze sunt hujuscemodi: ‘Nos a facie fugimus Jesu preedonis filii
Nave.”?!

Kenrick (Phanicia, p. 67) and Ewald (ii. 298) are both strongly opposed
to the acceptance of this inscription, although there must have been some
foundation for the report. The Talmud (Jerusal. Jesimoth) ascribes to Joshua
a proclamation offering permission to depart to such of the Canaanites as
desired to do so, whereupon a portion of them found their way to Africa.

I believe in the columns, I doubt the inscription, I reject the pedigree,”
says Gibbon;% but Dean Milman adds in a note that the same inscription
was mentioned in the Armenian history by Moses of Chorene more than a
century before Procopius. Five hundred years earlier Sallust had suggested
that the Berbers were the remnant of the army of Medes, Persians and
Armenians brought to Spain by Hercules,® and it is possible that there may
be some truth in both these stories. The geographer Yékiit says that
similar columns existed at Carthage, imitations of two which had originally
stood at Tyre.

1 De Bello Vandalico, ed. 1531, lib, ii. p. 2223 /bid, ii. 10. Also Suidas, in voce

““ Canaan,” Moses Chorenensis, i. 18, and Rawlinson's Bawmipton Lectures, p. 381.
2 Decline and Fall, ed. 1855, vol. v., p. 121. 3 De Bello Jugurth., c. 21.
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king in the time of David! Whether they only imper-
fectly echoed what Procopius had stated, or whether both
had before them a local tradition, it is now impossible to
say; nor can the racial question be here discussed,*
although, from its connection with Biblical history, it
fascinates so many, and has led to so much theory-
building and random assertion.

With the advent of the Romans we are at last
brought in touch with well-authenticated history, but
even then their westernmost African province
was not of sufficient importance to call for
careful notice from contemporary writers. Sixty-four
years after the burning of Carthage, when Rome had
been captured by four united foes, the army of Sertorius,
one of the number, having been expelled from Spain by
a lieutenant of the dictator Sulla, attempted, with the
aid of Sicilian pirates, to land on the Moorish coast, but,
driven back by the inhospitable natives, he was forced
to make for the Canaries. Already, in the previous year,
Bogud, son of King Bocchus of Tangier, had sent his son
Ganda with troops to the aid of Pompey against Yarbas
the Numidian, so that the Moors had evidently realised
the growing power of Rome, and knew what the fall of

s2sc.  Carthage implied. Consequently, when Tangier
was taken immediately afterwards by a fresh band of
Sicilian corsairs, led by Ascalis, Roman troops were sent
to its assistance, but in vain. The successful Sertorius
was enabled to collect an army which included seven

8rc.  hundred Berbers: with their support he invaded
Spain, and recovered the ground he had lost.

It was not, however, till the time of Augustus that the

‘The Roman Era.

* This question is fully entered into in the chapter on the Berbers in my
.companion volume, Z%e Moors.

1 IeN ABD EL HAKIM (4. Jones), p. 45. IBN KHALDON (. de Slane), vol. iii., p. 181
also vol. i., Ap. 1. 1BN Jarfr ET TaBARI, apud Ien KHALDON, vol. i, p. 175.
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Romans acquired any real power on this coast, and then,
so far as concerned Morocco, it was indirect. Just at the
time of the birth of Christ, Numidia was handed over by
that emperor to Juba the younger, to be held as in
sac flef from Rome* and twenty-four years later
Mauretania was given to him by Tiberius in exchange.
Mauretania then included little more than Algeria, and
although raised by Augustus to colonial rank, as Julia
Constantia, it soon lost all importance. Juba, like those
who succeeded him, found the mountain Berbers hard
to control, and was compelled on several occasions to
request the aid of Rome. The most important of these
expeditions took place in the first year of the
Sipeditin s . reign of Claudius I, under that Suetonius
41-2. Paulinus who, two years later, was to traverse
Western Europe, and establish Roman rule
among the distant savages of Britain! This was the
greatest undertaking of the Romans in Morocco, for
Suetonius pursued the indomitable natives under Ademon,
as far as ten days’ march across the Atlas, with its eternal
4. snows, until he reached the “deserts of black
earth,” and the river still known as the Ghir, towards
Tafildlt.2 Perhaps to his expedition were due the ancient
Roman remains referred to by Leo, possibly a fortified
outpost, but not everything in Morocco known by the
name of “Rami” is to be attributed to them.t

* Some hold that Numidia proper was never given to Juba IIL., but certain
portions of Gaetulia.® The wife of this Juba was a daughter of Antony and
Cleopatra, He died about 21 A.C.

1 “By the word Rfimi the author means imperialists. The word was first
used to designate the Romans of the lower empire, and the people living in its
dependencies. It became in time a synonym for Christian, owing to the Greeks
generally professing Christianity. However, Ibn Khald{in, in his history of
the Berbers, condemns the use of the word in the latter acceptation. He says
¢ I do not recollect ever meeting with the word Rlim as applied to any nation

I Dion Cass1us, 1, Ixc., chaps. viii. and ix. 2 PLINY, bk, v., 14.
3 Dion Cass1us, liii., 526.
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Salabrus, king of the Mauri, being thus overthrown, the
whole of his country was merged in the Roman province.
This at no time extended further along the
coast than Salli, or, as the Moors call it, Sl4,
a name recalling Sala, that by which it was
known to the Romans. In the Antonine itinerary it is
spoken of as “Salaconia,” but this can hardly have
beenan abbreviation of “Sala Colonia,” as some have
supposed, since Pliny, when enumerating all the other
colonies, makes no mention of it as such. Nor did the
province stretch much further inland than Volubilis, the
ruins of which still stand on the hillside of Zarhén, Here,
eight centuries later, Mulai Idrees erected his standard, and
established a Moroccan dynasty. A glance at the map
will show that with'the exception of the district of Er-Rif,
whose inhabitants were never fully subjugated—since
under Marcus Aurelius they were able to rebel and carry
the war into Spain—the Romans only mastered the
northern plains, hemmed in by mountains to the South
and East* Though southward of Salli stretched then, as
now, vast fertile plains, they are described by Pliny as
deserted, and the home of elephants. ,

The enterprising Juba left a treatise on what he saw

Extent of
Roman Province.

or race of people inhabiting this country (Africa) at the time of its occupation
by the Arabs, nor have I ever met with it in the ancient works which relate
these events, whence I suppose they were called so by antonomasia, since the
Arabs of those days, not being acquainted with the Franks (Vandals) as a
nation, and having no other people to deal with and make war upon in Syria
but the Rlim, to whose empire they imagined all the other Christian nations
to be tributaty, thought that Heraclius, the Roman Emperor, was the king of
all Christendom. Hence the name of Rim was given by them to all Christian
nations.’” 2

* Nevertheless, Martini¢re found capitals and other vestiges of Byzantine
work at Agadir Ighir in Sds, “ which throw an altogether new and interesting
light upon the Byzantine rule in this part of Africa.”?

1 SPARTIAN, Hadrian, xxil., p. 194.

2 GavANGos on El Makkéri, bk. iv., chap. i., note 16.
3 Comptes Rendus de I’ Académie des Inscriptions, etc., Paris, vol. xix., p. 347.
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in his African kingdom in several books, which have
unfortunately been lost, and our only knowledge
of the people is derived from Pliny, who quotes
Suetonius about the Getuli, a name which has
by many been identified with the more modern Gazzili or
Jazzali. Of these and kindred nations the historian Gibbon
has remarked? that “during the vigour of the Roman power
they observed a respectful distance from Carthage and the
sea-shore; under the feeble reign of the Vandals, they
invaded the cities of Numidia, occupied the sea-coast
from Tangier to Ceesarea, and pitched their tents with
impunity in the fertile plains of Byzacium. . . . The
Moorish princes . . . aspired to receive in the emperor’s
name the insignia of their regal dignity.” Such a prince
was Juba himself, although more strictly speaking he was
a Numidian, for the word Mauretania®* was of a much
more vague significance than our expression “Morocco.”
In order to propitiate the people of Beetica the
Mauretanian province was by Otho annexed to Spain,?
7.  and ultimately the western half of Mauretania
was placed by the last of the Casars under a procurator,
and named Mauretania Tingitana, after its chief
Mauretania town Tingis, now Tangier. The eastern half
Tingitana. — received the appellation of Casariensis, and the
two formed part of the emperor’s special domain.
At first they were garrisoned by troops of the second
order, under the procurator, but latterly the offices of
governor and general were separated, as together liable
to tempt- ambition.t

Position of the
Mountaineers,

* In Greek, Maurusia. .

+ From the various inscriptions discovered, M. Pallu de Lessert constructed
a list of thirteen Roman governors of Mauretania Tingitana,® ranging from
the time of Galba (68 A.c.) to the latter part of the fourth century A.c.
Inscriptions from Volubilis enabled M. Héron de Villefosse to add another

1 le., p. 122. 2 Tacrrus, Hist., bk. i., chap. 78.
3 Les Gouverneurs des Mawurétanies, p. 135.
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In Hadrian’s time the Mauri rose under a Berber
leader known to the Romans as Lusius Quietus, who, for
ur. faithful service in command of Berber troops
while assisting Trajan, had been previously entrusted
with the government of Palestine,! but whether his home
was Morocco or not cannot now be determined. One of
the last occurrences on record in connection with the
Roman occupation is an expedition under one of the
138161, generals of Antoninus Pius against the Moors,
whom he drove before him into the Atlas valleys. It is
instructive to note that at the same time another Roman
general was driving the Brigantes of the Yorkshire moors
from the borders of his province of Britain? The benefit
derived by Rome from Mauretania appears to have been
slight, although its forests afforded supplies of the treasured
thuja or citrus wood, whereof the wealthy patricians were
wont to carve their priceless tables.® A peculiar purple dye
was also procured here, which appears to have supplanted
in popular favour even the purple of Tyre*
From this time the power of the Romans waned, for
luxury and its attendant vice had sapped the nation’s
strength. One by one her possessions slipped
The Va";:;ﬁ;f”- from her, and Mauretania Tingitana was not
one of those dear to her heart. When the
league of the Franks led to their invasion of Gaul and
Spain, we read of their seizing Spanish vessels wherewith
to invade Morocco, but with what success they met
we know not. At length, soon after the Vandals and

about the time of Marcus Aurelius—whose name occurs on more than one of
the Volubilis monuments—while a fifteenth is mentioned in an inscription
from Vienne in Dauphiné.®
1 MERCIER, vol. i., p. 107. 2 PAUSANIAS, 1, viil., c. 43.
3 See The Land of the Moors, chap. ili. 4 MELAa, L iii., c. 103 and Priny, Lv,, c. 1.
5 GIBBON, l.c., vol. i., p. 392 ; ANSON, Epist. xxv. 58; AUREL. VICTOR, De Cesar, c. 33.
6 ALLMER, [nscr. ant. de Vienne, No 1963; Corp. inscr. latin., xii., No. 1856; Bull.
Awch. du Com. des Trav. Hist., Paris, 1891, p. 1471,
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Suevi and Goths had made their way into Spain with
49.  Genseric as their leader, they also passed into
Africa. Boniface, the governor, facilitated their invasion,
as did the Spaniards also, glad enough to see them depart.
They formed a body of 80,000, more than half of whom
were soldiers, and their way led eastward, for their goal
was Carthage, which they were successful in acquiring ten
years later. They do not appear to have established
themselves in Morocco, though Ceuta and Tangier became
e18.  tributafy to them, and so remained till the
coming of the Goths three centuries later. Here again a
period of total darkness stretches over Mauretania, and
we cannot even say with certainty what influence the
outside world had on
the Berber tribes, or
how far Christian in-
fluences penetrated. It
is unlikely that they
ever  reached  the
Roman ]imits’ and if ROMAN COIN STRUCK AT BABBA IN MOROCCO
not, the general con- Ti. Claudius, Caesar Augustus, 41-54 A.C.
ception of a Christian (In the British Museum)
Era in Morocco must be very much exaggerated.*
In dealing with the records of those times, it is
imperative t6 bear in mind the narrow meanings of
such terms as Africa, Numidia, Mauretania, the Mauri
and the Berbers, all of which have now far wider
applications, calculated to produce erroneous impressions.
The only important Roman remains in Morocco are
those of Volubilis—some three and a half hours’ ride
from Mequinez—the identity of which has
been proved by inscriptions. One of these,
formerly adorning the triumphal arch which, though now
in ruins, still forms the most striking feature, is in honour

Roman Remains.

* This question is fully discussed in chap. xv.
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of Caracalla and Julia Domna. This establishes a date as
posterior to 213 A.Cl, further confirmed by the tombstone
of Q. Cacilius Domitianus, which gives also the name
of the town.* By the natives these remains are known
as Kasar Fard6n (“Pharaoh’s Castle”), and at times they
have been freely quarried, notably so by Mulai Ismail,
when building: the Mequinez palace. Their present

3237 1)
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John Lont A bwr
REMAINS OF VOLUBILIS IN 1721
(From Windus)

disjointed condition, and the changes which have taken
place since then—evident from comparison with the
account and drawing published at that time by Windus?—

* The ruins have been most industriously searched by M. de la Martiniére,
the result of whose excavations is of no small value, In 1888 and 1889 he
collected forty-three inscriptions, dating chiefly from the close of the second
century A.C. Of these two or three are in Greek, but they are badly mutilated,
and one of the Latin inscriptions reads, as though Semitic, from right to left.
Two of them are of an imperial nature, two votive, thirteen honorific, and
twenty-six sepulchral. M., Héron de Villefosse has transcribed them fully for
‘the ‘“ Paris Comité des Travaux Historiques,”*

1 See TISSOT, p. 151. 2 In 1721, p. 85 '
3 Bull. Archéologique, 1891, vol. ix., p. 135. (B. Mus., AC. 437.)
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prove that earthquakes are responsible for much of their
dilapidation; probably that of 1755, which was severe
in Mequinez, was among the number. Useful descrip-
tions are also given by Tissot, Leared,! and Martiniere,*?
among others, all with illustrations, and Captain Boyd,?
a slave, has left us a drawing coeval with that of Windus.
The ruins of Tocolosida, which was the next Roman
station on the road to what is now Mequinez, seem to
have been entirely dispersed and re-utilised.t

For detailed speculations as to the geography and history of
Mauretania, the reader is referred to the works of Mannert,*
Duprat,® Saint-Martin,’ and Tissot,” published in the
order named. The system followed by Mannert is
principally geographical, each district being dealt with separately;
that of Duprat is historical, each race or nation which has
occupied the country being treated chronologically in its turn;
that of Saint-Martin is bibliographical, the statements of each
writer being considered separately, and of the three this is of the
greatest value; it was deservedly “crowned” by the “Académie
des Inscriptions et de Belles Lettres” of France. But all of these

Authorities.

* When I visited Volubilis I found Martiniére digging, but his subsequently
published volume is disappointing, as it fails to give an account of his labours.
These appeared later in the Comptes-Rendus of the ¢ Académie des Inserip-
tions et de Belles Lettres,” t. xix., p. 348. His researches on the site of Lixus,
near Laraiche, are described with plates in the Bull. Arck. du Com. des Trav.
Hist, et Sc., t. viil,, pp. 134-148 and 451. See also Revue Archéologique,
1887. !

1 Dr. Spence Watson® describes what he took for the ruins of a Roman
town at Madrisa Sayfifa, about two miles nearer Tangier than the fondak on
the Tetuan road, on a high hill to the South called Zinat. Tissot has gone
thoroughly into the various fragmentary traces of the Roman occupation.

1 Visit, Appendix B. o R

2 p. 186.

3 Inserted in the English version of DE LA FAvE, known as Several Voyages to Barbary.

4 Géographie ancienne, Paris, 1842 (originally in German).

5 Essai historique sur les Races anciennes et modernes de I'Afrique septentrionale,
Paris, 1845.

6 Le Nord d' Afrigue dans I' Antiquité grecque et romaine, Paris, 1863,

T Récherches sur la Géographie de la Maurétanie Tingitane, Paris, 1877. (See works
reviewed in Part I11. of this volume.)

8 p. 297.
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were written from an outside standpoint, in reliance, necessarily,
upon the statements of others. It remained for Tissot, when the
representative of France at the Moorish Court in 18735, to present
to the Académie mentioned a most comprehensive and scholarly
mémoire drawn up on the spot, which included the results of
personal investigation and excavation. With this before him, it
is useless for the student to attempt new theories until fresh
documents or monuments have been unearthed. The best con-
secutive history of Mauretania is given by Mercier.!

Histoire de I Afrique septentrionale, vol. i., Paris, 1888. (For review see Part I11.)

GATEWAY AT VOLUBILIS IN 1721
(From Windus)



CHAPTER THE SECOND

THE MOHAMMEDAN INVASIONS
(690-788)

LOWLY had the wave of Isldm flowed along the
coast of Barbary. Within a score of years from the
flight of Mohammed from Mekka—the date
The Coming known as “ Awnus Hejire,” “The Year of the
o Lsidm. Flight”—Arab hordes had borne down on the
acet0x delta of the Nile There they soon subdued
the natives,t most of them of Christian faith, but mingled
with them many Jews. A few more seasons, and the tide
642-3.  had flowed along the lowlands of the Cyrenaica,
till Tripoli was reached. Soon Ifrikiya (Africa)—which
645.  then meant much what we now style Tunisia—
was subjugated, and the leaders pushed on into the
6.  Maghribs—the Central Maghrib (el Afsat) or
Algeria, and the Further Maghrib (el Aksa) or Morocco.
An Arab author! tells us that in those days a prince
named Jirjiz, or Girgiz (the prefect Gregorius) ruled
from Tripoli to Tangier as the lieutenant of
Losiion & the Byzantine emperor Heraclius,} but what
683.  the real weight of his hand was we do not
* AUl marginal dates are those of the Christian Era.
1 Still retaining their ancient name of Egyptians (Gybti, Kubti, or Copts),
and still professing the Christian faith, in spite of the large numbers who have
from time to time embraced Islam.

I Constantinople itself was besieged by the Arabs in 626 and 716. Heraclius
reigned from 610 to 64I.

1 Ez-ZoHRr1, quoted by En-Noweiri (¢7. De Slane) Journal Asiatique, Série 3, vol. xi., p. 103.
21
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know. Probably in the more remote Moroccan province
it did not avail much against either Berber or Vandal.*
To the former the Arabs came as liberators from a
foreign yoke, and willingly the clansmen joined their
standard. Forty years later they found they had only

A BERBER

changed masters, and rebelled, establishing an independent
kingdom at Kairwén, the new capital built by the Arabs
to the south of Tunis. Aid for its recovery was sought
from its founder, 'Okba, the great Arab leader, who on his

666,670. second and third expeditions had, with the
assistance of Berber proselytes, exterminated the remaining

* His seat of office was Tripoli, where he was slain in fight with the Arabs.
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Christians of Ifrikiya.' Recalled from an expedition
ss2.  which had brought him to Ceuta and Tangier,
he defeated a combined host of Berbers and Greeks in a
most sanguinary battle at Tahtida, but lost his life before
the Arabs, under another leader, saw themselves masters
8. of Kairwdn again, and the power of the
independent Berbers for ever crushed.
' Judging between contradictory assertions in the Arab
histories, it would appear that when ’Okba approached the
walls of Ceuta he was met with presents by
the Visigoth governor, Count Julian, and that
Tangier paid him a like homage.* He could enforce no
more with what remained of his army after so long a
campaign,? and it was left for his successor Mfisa to
subdue them. It was on this occasion that, riding across
the plains of Blibdna or Shérf el Akdb, 'Okba reached the
shores of the Atlantic, and as he urged his horse into the
surf, gave utterance to the historic cry: “Great God! if
my course were not stopped by this sea, I would still go
on to the unknown kingdoms of the West, preaching the
unity of Thy holy Name, and putting to the sword the
rebellious nations who worship any other gods than Thee !”t
But Morocco itself remained yet to be conquered, though
the contest with the Greeks and the Berbers of Tunisia and
Algeria, under Kahina,i their queen, delayed the attempt

*Okba in Morocco.

* See El Kfthiya, in the Journal Asiatique, ser. 5, t. 8, p. 435.

+ The original authority for this is Noweiri, but I give the rendering of
’Okba’s cry by Gibbon,® who, however, is mistaken, in common with many
other writers, in supposing that *Okba reached the present province of Siis, as
he only reached what the Arabs called Sfis el Adna (Hither Sfis) or Northern
Morocco, as distinguished from Sfis el Aksa (Further Sfis), which commenced
at the Um er-Rabid.

I Described as a Jewess, which her name, which means a female Levite
(anglicé Cohen) would also imply.

1 En-NoweIR], l.c., p. 116.

2 MARRAKSHI, Ar. f. 7; Fr. 1891, pp. 213-4.
3 Decline and Fall, vol. vi., p. 348.
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6s8.  for twenty years more. It was not until Carthage
had fallen before them, that the Muslimin were free to
proceed to the west. Misa ibn Nosair was then deputed -
to lead the van, and after subduing those tribes
Conguestef Morocco- who bordered on the Séhara, he bore along the
™ horthern shore to Sts, the Dréaa, and Tafildlt,
where Abd el Aziz his son maintained authority, supported
by ten thousand horse. The ancient Berber tribes of the
Zanatd, Masm(dd, Sanhdji, Ketdma, and Hawdrd, were
one by one vanquished, or won over by the tact of Abd
el Aziz, while his brother Merwdn took Tangier and
70.  garrisoned it with ten thousand Arabs and
Egyptians under Térik ibn Z&id en-Nafisi! There, as
also in Tetuan and Azila, they found many Christians? of
whom the majority fled into Spain. “They say,” writes
El Makkdri, “that Tangier had never been taken by an
enemy before the days of Misa, and, once in the hands of
the Muslims, it became one of their strongest citadels.”
Térik was able to add to his forces nineteen thousand
Berbers, whom he placed under the teaching of Arab
religious instructors. Most of his original army had
belonged to the Madina party and their kinsfolk, who
had been so signally worsted by the Syrians at the battle
of Harra® Thus already were sown in the West the seeds
of the strife which had weakened the eastern Mohammedan
forces, and which in time would bring about an independent
khalifate in Spain.
Of the progress of Isldm in the interior of Morocco
not much is known, but the story appears to have
differed little from that which might have been
ﬁ‘;‘z’;’:’ the told further east. This much only is certain,
that when Mulai Idrees arrived in Morocco,

1 EL MAKKARI; MARRAKSHI ; IBN ABD EL HAKIM, p. 18.
2 GAYANGOS, vol. i, p. 252.
3 Dozy, vol. i., p. 234 ; MARRAKSHI, Ar. f. 10; Fr. 1891, p. 218,
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towards the close of the following century, he was able
to take shelter with a Muslim governor of Volubilis, and
that the neighbouring tribes were sufficiently Muslimised
to appreciate his sanctity as a member of Mohammed’s
family.! On the other hand, the far more interesting
story of the
invasion of
Spain has
been told
and retold till
the truth is
hard to win-
now from the
fiction. It
may be pre-
sumed that
the eight
years which
elapsed be-
tween the ac-
quisition  of
Tangier and
the crossing
of the Straits
were em-

ployed in

subjugating

Moorish

tribes, and in Plotograph by Dr. Rudduck
training  the BERBERS AT HOME

Berber force which was soon to play so important a
part. It is doubtful whether an invasion of Spain was
ever seriously contemplated.

1 Ton KHALDON, vol. i, p. 290.
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Ceuta still remained in the hands of the Goths, then
masters of Spain, and Julian is described by an Arab
author as the chief of the Ghomdra or Rifian Berbers.*!
These would therefore appear to have retained their
allegiance to Spain, while the Arabs passed to the south-
wards of them along the natural highway provided by
plains and valleys.

But the sight of the fair province of Hispania, distinctly
visible across the Straits, and the opportunity afforded by

the despotism and treachery of Roderic, King

e of the Goths, proved too tempting to the
Muslimised Berbers.t Incited by the wronged

Count Julian? and a “leading Christian of Tangier,”? they
7m0. made a preliminary foray from Algeciras, the

rock beside which was thenceforward called Jebel Tdrik,
after the one general, as was that on the opposite coast,
n.  Jebel Musa, after the other. Next year the
invasion began in earnest, Tdrik burning his boats behind
him.}§ Further it would here be out of place to follow

* Ibn Abd el Hékim shows him also to have been Governor of Algeciras
and ‘‘ Lord of the Straits,”

t Called by native writers Mustirab (Z.e., Arabicised), a word corrupted by
Spaniards into Mozarab, but since this is as frequently applied to Muslimised
Spaniards and others, it is here discarded in favour of a more distinctive term.

I There exists in the French National Library a coin of Mfisa ibn Nosair,
struck in Spain in A.H. 94 = A.c. 713. The earliest mintage in Spain
sometimes bore Latin intermingled with Arabic.

§ The jealousy of Mfisd was so great in consequence, that he afterwards
imprisoned Térik on a charge of plundering, but, on the appeal of the latter
to the khalifa, M{isd’s son was held as hostage for his life, and Tarik was
conveyed to the East.®

11N KHALDON, vol. i., pp. 212 and 287; vol. ii., p. 135 ; EN-N4s1ri, vol. i, p. 31. ]

2 EN-NOWEIRI, J. As., sér. 3, vol. xi., p. 124), TARIF 18N TARIK (‘‘Abentarique”),
Verdadera Hist. del Rey don Rodrigo, Saragossa, 1603, p. 11, etc. Also IBN App EL
HAxim (p. 19), and the Annals of Ed-Dhahebi. The oldest and most trustworthy Arabic
writers on this point are Ibn Abd el Hakim, El Kfithtya, and Et-Tabéari. Among Christiaq
authorities are the Clsonicon Albadense vel AEmilianense, the Chronicle attributed to
Alfonso I11. of Austria, both of the gth century, and the Annales Ecclesiastici of Baronius

3 ConpDE, vol. i., p. 2.

4 p. 19.

5 IeN ABD EL HAKIM, p. 25.
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them, although, as the story of the Moorish Empire is
unrolled, its scenes will often be transported across the
Straits. Thrice in their career the Moors have con-
quered Spain—once from “infidels,” and twice from
fellow-Muslimin.*
To quote Arab records again, “ El Hijdri, Ibn Hazzdn,
and all other writers are agreed in saying that the first
man who entered Andaltis with hostile inten-
tions and deeds was Tarif the Berber, a
freed-man of Mf{isd ibn Nosair, the same who afterwards
gave his name to the Peninsula of Tarifa, situated on the
Straits. He was assisted in that expedition by Yilidn
(Julian) the Christian,t Lord of Ceuta, who had conceived
animosity against Ludherik (Roderic) King of Andalts.”
The number of troops engaged in the first expedition
amounted to only one hundred horsemen and one hundred
foot. They crossed the Straits in four vessels in the year
91 (710), over-ran the country, and returned laden with
spoil! In the words of Dozy? “By a stroke of good
fortune, expected by none, a simple raid had become
a conquest.” The condition of Visigoth Spain was so
rotten that when the Moors came they found no one at

A Native Account.

* The extent of their conquests in Europe before they were defeated at
Tours by Charles Martel in 732 is seldom realised. Not only did the Moors
over-run the Peninsula, but they commenced an invasion of France. The
tiny Pyrenzan republic of Andorra owes its independence to the gallant stand
its people made against them, but much of the district beyond fell before
their arms. *‘ Toute la cbte, depuis Toulon jusqu’a Antibes, a été regardée
comme le pays des Maures ; mais on désigne plus particulitrement sous cette
appellation la région montagneuse étendue entre Hyéres et Fréjus.”? Among
other relics of the Muslim occupation is the name of the town of Ramatuelle,
corrupted from ¢ Rahmat Allah ”—¢“ The mercy of God.”

1 Large numbers of ¢ Christian” serfs of the Vandals in Spain became
Muslims to attain their freedom.*

1 Er MAKKARI, bk, iv., chap. i.

2 vol. ii., p. 36.

3 Le Pays des Mawures, by Mme. Vattier d’ Ambroyse, Paris, 1888.
4 Dozy, vol. ii., p. 52.
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the head, and all fled before them, including rulers and
prelates. “God had filled with fear the hearts of the
infidels,” wrote a Muslim chronicler, and indeed it was
a general sawve qui peut.

But in Morocco things ere long looked black. Here,
as in Ifriklya, the Berbers began to fret beneath what
they had learned to be a heavy yoke, and the
treatment received by those of their number
who had invaded Spain ‘soon roused echoes of discontent
at home. At last, on the death, at Kairwdn, of Yazid,
lieutenant of the Khalifa 'Omar II,, an attempt was made

738. by 'Omar el Morddi, Governor of Tangier, to
impose a double tribute on the surrounding tribes. This
brought them down to the number of thirty thousand,
“with shaven pates and Kor'dns hung upon their lances,”
to the Tangier river. Seizing the town, they slew the
governor and all the Arabs they could find, pro-
ceeding thence to Sds, where the governor met with a
similar fate! Deciding thereupon to establish for them-
selves a khalifate, independent of the Arabs altogether,?
they elected as their leader, Maisara el Hdkir, once a
water-carrier of Kairwdn. But when reinforcements from
Spain had overcome him, he met the fate of many a
fallen hero; he was deserted and slain at Tangier.
His successor was more fortunate, and gained a victory
so disastrous to the Arabs that it was thereafter known

740. as the ‘battle of the nobles,’ since in it Khalid,
their leader, and the nobles with him perished to a man.?
To avenge this, troops to the number of thirty thousand
were levied in Syria and Egypt under Kolthim El

1. Kashdiri and his nephew Balj, but their force,
which with the African garrisons reached a total of

The Berber Revolts.

1 IeN ABp EL HAKIM, p. 34; EN-NowEIr! and Dozy, vol. i., p. 249.
2 EL MAKKARI, bk. v., chap. v.
3 IsN KHALDON, vol. i., pp. 217 and 238,



The Echo in Spain.

Century) BERBERS DEFEATED 29

seventy thousand, was also defeated.* Pursued by the
victors, the fugitive Syrians reached Tangier, which they
tried in vain to enter, so pushed on to Ceuta, on which
they were able to seize, repelling five or six attacks.
With the assistance of a second army the Syrians, though
they still remained centred in Ceuta, defeated the Berbers,
whose kinsmen on the European side had meanwhile been
successful.

The Berbers of Galicia,
Murcia, Coria, Talavera,
and other parts united
and elected a chief, an
imdm. Dividing them-
selves into three corps,
one marched
to besiege
Toledo, one to attack
Cérdova, and the third
to Algeciras, to seize
on the fleet in that
harbour, wherewith to
cross the Straits and to
exterminate the Syrians
in Ceuta, bringing back
with them a crowd of A MOORISH WATER-CARRIER AND
Berbers into Spain. At CUSTOMER
that time Spain was governed by the Madina party,
known as the “Defenders” of Mohammed, to whom
the Syrians were quite as hostile as to the Berbers,
so that no warm welcome awaited those whom fate
had driven to seek refuge across the Straits. At
this point the tables were turned, and galling as it
must have been to them, the Spanish Arabs had now

* According to one account, a third of this force was killed, and another
third taken prisoners.
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no choice but to make peace with' their Syrian rivals
and invite their aid. Vessels were sent to Ceuta for
them, but at the same time hostages were taken for their
behaviour while in the Peninsula. By their help the Berber
columns were defeated one by one, and their members
“ hunted down throughout the country like wild beasts.”
In Morocco it was not till many years had elapsed that
a final pacification was effected. Even though within that
788. generation the coming of Idrees enabled the
Berbers to set up a throne of their own, it was solely in
his spiritual right—Divine right they still call it—that they
‘would ‘accept the foreigner. To this day the only hold that
his successor has upon them depends on this conception
and on force of arms. “The Mohammedan conquest of
Africa,” says Dozy,! “was only achieved after seventy years
of murderous warfare,* and then on condition that their
rights should never be interfered with, and that they
should be treated, not as the vanquished, but as brothers.”
But as brothers they were not treated, unless that means
after the manner of Ishmaél’s sons. Not alone in Morocco,
but as long as Mohammedan kingdoms existed in Spain,
there was a constant and bitter feud between Arab and
Berber, one party recruiting from the East, the other from
Morocco. The Arabs had themselves to thank for this;
they never realised the Berber strength, although it was
by Berber arms that they had conquered Spain, they
supplying only leadership, religious zeal, and education.
The great historian’s verdict is explicit? “The Berbers
established in the Peninsula, although they do not appear
to have been exactly oppressed, shared never-
g’;f”[’”“'” theless the jealous hatred of their brethren in
) Africa for the Arabs. They weve the veritable

* In A.H. 100 (A.C. 718) says Ibn Abd el Hakim,® ¢ There remained not a
single Berber in the provinces (of Ifriklya) who had not become Muslim.”

1 yol. i., p. 229. 2 Dozy, l.c., vol. i., p. 255. 3 p. 29.
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conquerors of the country. Misa and his Arabs had done
nothing more than pluck the fruits of the victory won by
Térik and his twelve thousand Berbers over the Visigoth
army. At the moment of their landing on the Spanish
coast all that remained for them to do was to occupy
a few towns ready to yield at the first summons. And
yet, when it came to dividing the fruits of the conquest,
the Arabs appropriated the lion’s share; they seized the
best part of the booty, the government of the country,
and the most fertile lands. Retaining for themselves the
fine and wealthy Andalucia, they relegated the companions
of Térik to the arid plains of LLa Mancha and Estre-
madura, to the rugged mountains of Léon, Galicia, and
the Asturias, where they had to wage incessant warfare
with half-subdued Christians.” “Saragossa was the only
part of Northern Spain in which the Arabs were in the
majority.”? Such a state of things could only lead to
trouble. Till the close of the ninth century the Berbers
remained independent masters of Jaen, Elvira, Estrema-
dura, and Alemtejo,? and in Carmona they ruled till the
eleventh century, when the Arabs were compelled to yield
to their implacable foes under the leadership of Bddis,
ameer of Grandda. Later on a king of Seville suffocated
the three Berber princes of Ronda, Moron, and Xeres in a

1010. steam-bath. When in the first years of the
eleventh century the Ummeyi khalifas of Spain sent
help to the usurper El Mansir, the Berbers of Europe
revolted in protest, but were overpowered. As a penalty
they were forbidden either to ride or bear arms in
Cérdova, and were forced to submit to the same
insults and indignities which Jews who live among
Mohammedans must still endure. Finally an order was
issued for their expulsion, but they were powerful

1 Dozy, p. 257. . R
2 See IBN HavvAN, fol. 173 and v. ggr.~100r. (DoOZY, Vol. ii., p. 250).
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enough to support a rival to the throne, Sulaimdn
(El Mustadin b’Illah®*), under whom they captured
Cérdova, and put the khalifa El Hishdm to death!
It was nevertheless the puerile ambition of even a
king of Grandda to prove his tribe, the Sanhdja, to be
of Arab, not Berber, descent? In Morocco the Berber
dynasties which successively conquered Spain were proud
of their birth, but in the artificial atmosphere of Muslim
rule in Europe they would fain conceal it. Thus it has
come to pass that even serious historians have employed
throughout the misleading expression, “ Arab dominion in
Spain.”
In Morocco the Arabs played a still smaller part.
Spain was their El Dorado, and it does not appear that
there was ever any general migration from east
Dhe dralsin to west in North Africa until the middle of the
eleventh century, when almost all the Arab
tribes now settled in Morocco found their way across.?
The origin of this movement was the transportation by
the khalifa El Aziz—after the Kamadta rebellion, half
a century before—of large numbers of Arabs from Nejd
and the Hajaz to Upper Egypt, where they never satis-
140.  factorily settled. So they turned their steps
towards the more promising West, of which the Fdtimi
khalifa “made them a present,” and it is estimated that from
one hundred and fifty thousand to two hundred thousand
Arabs migrated on this occasion.t Those who reached

* ¢ He who seeks help from God.”

t Mercier estimates the number distributed in Barbary at twe hundred
thousand' to two hundred and fifty thousand.* En-Nésiri gives the names
of the immigrant Arab tribes as the Beni Hashem, Beni M4dwia bin Bakr,
Beni Hildl bin Admr bin S4s4, and Beni Solaim bin Mansfr.?

1 EL MAKKARI.

2 IsN HavvAN apud IBN Bass4AM, v. 1, fol. 122 r. (Dozy).

3 IsN KHALDON, vol. ii., and iv., p. 259, and DE SLANE'S notes on that writer, p. xxix.

4 Etablissement des Arabes, p. 143.

5 Ar. vol. ii., p. 77.
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Morocco—just about the time that the Murdbti invasion
occurred, when all the petty states into which the country
had been divided were united under the house of
Tashfin*—found their homes upon the plains of which
they have since remained masters, while most of the
Berbers were content with their inaccessible mountains.
To these Hildli Arabs the province once known as
Sajilmdsa owes its change of name, having been called
by the Berbers Tahildlt, or ‘the Place of the Hildli) which
has been corrupted to Tafildlt.t Yakab el Mansir, in
the following century, also introduced Arabs, this time
from Tunis.

* See chapter iv,
t See The Land of the Moors, chap. xx.

Photograph by Dr. Rudduck
AN ARAB CAMP IN MOROCCO
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CHAPTER THE THIRD

THE FOUNDATION OF EMPIRE

(IDREESI PERIOD)
788-1061

N the dispersion of the family of the Imdm
Mohammed bin Abd Allah, fifth in descent from
the so-called prophet,—in consequence of their
unsuccessful rivalry with the Abbdsi khalifas
Abu Jaafar el Mansir and El Mehdi—one of the Imdm

762,785 Mohammed’s brothers, Idrees or Enoch, fled
into Egypt* He was accompanied by a faithful follower
named Rasheed, and the two, forced by emissaries of the
khalifa to flee yet further, struck across North Africa,
until they reached Morocco at Tangier, then its chief city.

Volubilis! the ancient Roman city, six days inland, was
at that time under a certain Abd el Majid of the Adrdba
tribe? a partisan, we are told, of the Muatazila or Shia

Whence the Stock.

* The immediate cause of his flight was an unsuccessful rising of his family
at Mekka and Madina. ¢‘Strange to say this arose from the intemperance of
some members of the saintly house of Ali, who, for drinking wine, were
paraded with halters about their necks in the streets of the holy cities. The
family thereupon broke out into rebellion, and some hard fighting was needed
before peace could be restored. Among those who escaped was Idrees, great-
grandson of Ali, aided by postal relays . . . The post-master of Egypt was
beheaded for having connived at his flight,”3

1 Ra0D L KARTAS, p. 7.

2 Isn KHALDON, vol. i., p. 290
3 Sir WiLLiaM Muir, Z%e Caliphate, 1891, p. 470.
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sect,* to which the Persians belong. This sect upholds
the direct succession of Mohammed’s family through Ali
ibn Abu Téleb, in opposition to the Turks and other
Sunnis who accepted the Abbdsi khalifas. Therefore to
Volubilis the fugitive Idrees repaired, finding there not
Proctamationqr O01y @ home but a kingdom. Within six
Idyees the Etder.  months of his arrival Abd el Majid pro-
™. claimed him king, with the support of his
own clan and that of the Zandta and other surrounding
Berber tribes,t of whom few were really Mohammedans,
the greater part being still Jews, Christians, or idolaters.!
Then commenced the usual religious warfare, the jehdd,
in which successively the provinces of Tdmsnd, Tadla,
and the East of the Maghrib became involved. The city
of Salli, or Shella, whichever was the one then in ex-
istence, soon fell before Idrees, and thus was provided a
centre round which those fierce Berber tribes could rally.
As each fresh district succumbed, its strength was added
to the overwhelming torrent of the Idreesi party, which
in a short time became irresistible.
Mulai Idrees himself was not fated to rule for long.
‘Three years later he suddenly breathed his last, and was
buried on the mountain of Zarh6n, where a
sacred town known only by his name has
grown around his shrine. Rumour of the period

Fate of Idrees 1.
791,

* Called Muitazilas or Separatists in 728, when formed into a sect denying
the eternal attributes of God to exist apart from His Nature, believing such an
idea to be inconsistent with the doctrine of God’s Unity. The name Shiis
or ‘‘followers”’—iz.¢ , of Ali, Mohammed’s cousin and son-in-law—originated
much earlier, the great split having taken place in 680 (60 A.H.). The two
are now confounded.

t The names of the first tribes to join him are given by Ibn Khaldfin as
the Zawaghd, Lawatd, Sadrath, Nafzd, Ghdidtd, Miknédsd, and Ghomard, of
whom the last three retain their semi-independence to-day. Among the first
attacked were the Bahl{ild (who still inhabit a small town near Fez), and the
Medi6na, also existing to the present time,

1 RAOD EL KARTAS, pp. 14-16; also IsN KHALDON.
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ascribed his unexpected death to jealousy upon the part
of the khalifa of Baghddd, the great Hdrfin er-Rasheed,
hero of the Zhousand Nights and One, who was believed
to have despatched a messenger to do his business
secretly! The wily emissary, posing as a fellow-refugee
and partisan, obtained the confidence and friendship of
Idrees, but only to abuse them on the earliest occasion. It

Ve e
Photograph by Dr. Rudduck
AN ATLAS VALLEY

is said that, to relieve the toothache from which the prince
 was suffering, he provided some poisonous drug, though
this after all may only have been misapplied. But his
immediate flight was regarded as proof positive of guilt,
and in hot haste Rasheed successfully pursued him.
To understand the object of the Abbdsi khalifa—
“Aaron the Upright”—it must be remembered that
position oy e 1d1€€S, as an Aldwi, or descendant of Fdtima,
Tdreesis. Mohammed’s daughter, and Ali, the last ortho-

2 Tox KHALDON, vol. i, Ap. iv.



38 IDREES]I PERIOD [Eighth and Ninth

dox khalifa, was a rival both of the preceding dynasty
of the Ummeyya and of their Abbdsi successors in
the East, whose star had risen only forty years before.
The Idreesi dynasty was therefore, like the Fdtimi in
Egypt, Shia, not Sunni. So also have been the last two
Moorish houses of shareefs or nobles, though in all
doctrinal matters the Moors are Sunni, that is, they accept
the “Traditions”—Sunna—as well as the Kor'dn, as,
indeed, do the Shiis also.*

Thus there can never be among them the absurdities to
which the Persian party, in its hatred of the Turks, has
given rein, and Morocco is free from this great religious,
or, more strictly speaking, racial, dissension. It was. as
a claimant to the khalifate that Mulai Idrees was received
by the Morocco Berbers, weary of the treatment they had
met with from the Sunni Arabs, and thenceforward they
were able to appeal against fanaticism to fanaticism.
With a direct descendant of Mohammed at their head,
they were protected from the inflaming charge of rebelling
against the faithful, for in future they were the faithful,
who have ever since maintained their independence.

Idrees had little more to do to establish a kingdom
than most Moorish sultans have to secure the succession,

and everything appears to have been settled

i:‘;if” o ter  pefore he died. His kingdom was but that of
Stis el Adna, since known as the kingdom

of Fez, for to the south of the Um er-Rabii the fierce
Masmda Berbers held their own unflinchingly. Among
those vanquished in the north we are again told of
Christians and Jews,! as well as of a goodly remnant
of heathen, some of whom are described as Zoroastrians,
using fire temples? To the west the rule of Idrees

* Neither the religious division nor the word Sunni is known in Morocco,
both being of Persian origin.
1 Ien KHALDON, vol. ii., p. 560. 2 [bid.,1c, p. 562
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9.  extended to Tlemgen, where he founded the
great mosque, as testified by an inscription on the mombar
or pulpit which existed in Ibn Khaldtn’s time. But
this town was soon lost, and had to be recovered by

si2. his son, who rebuilt the mosque. Eventually
Tlemgen was allotted to Sulaimdn, brother of Idrees the

828. elder, who settled there among the Zanita,

Photograph by Dr. Rudduck
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and established an independent rule. But his descendants
were unsuccessful in maintaining a kingdom, and migrated
to Sts!  There they have since played an important part
as the influential Hosaini shareefs, who continue to trouble
the sultans of Fez. Although several times conquered, and
for a while incorporated in the Moorish Empire, Tlemgen
never formed an integral part of Morocco.

Thus the foundations of empire were laid, and though
almost two centuries had to elapse before the super-

1 Ra0p L KARTAS, p. 9.
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structure was raised by the Murdbti dynasty,
the coming of Idrees forms its first great
historical epoch. Those were stirring times in the West,
as in the East, for while Hértin er-Rasheed taught
the Arabs justice in Baghddd, an equally famous man

768-814.  exercised power in Europe, Charlemagne—
“The Great Charles.” Meanwhile, in little, far-off England

7. the Danes over-ran our plains at the same time
as Mulai Idrees found a home in Morocco.

On the death of its founder the prospects of the newly-
formed kingdom were
far from bright. The
untimelyendof Idrees
-had  left
him  with-
out an heir,
but at the suggestion i
of Rasheed, the suc- SILVER COIN OF IDREES II.

. . (British Museum)
cession was held in Strick at Volubilis in 85 a.c.
abeyance till the birth
of a posthumous son. According to native writers, under
Rasheed’s tutorship this lad became a prodigy, and before

807 he was quite twelve years old, assumed the reins
of government, which he held for twenty-one years. Coins
had been struck in his name all the time* for the faithful
Rasheed, who might so easily have usurped the throne,
posed merely as regent, until the hand of an assassin laid

804. him low, when his charge was still in his tenth
year. Beyond the consolidation and confirmation of the
kingdom which his father had set up, and the foundation
of Fez as the dynastic capital—where his tomb is the
principal shrine,—Idrees the Younger was the hero of no
deeds worth chronicling at this distance of time. Of his
successors there is still less to relate.

The Outside World.

Reign of
Idrees II.

* The earliest in the British Museum is dated 793.
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Mohammed, son of Idrees II., contemporary of our
Egbert, partitioned the realm with his seven brothers and
Record of Sulaimdn, his great-uncle, a mistake from which
Idreesi Dynasty.  his house never recovered. From that time it
88 was divided against itself, and Mohammed I. is
the last who possessed a mint of which coins exist. He
836,848.  was first succeeded by one son, Ali I, and then
by a second, Yahya I., after which, just at the middle of
the ninth of our centuries, all trace of dates is lost till three
more reigns had passed—those of Yahya’s son, Yahya II.;
of his cousin, Ali I1.; and of another cousin, Yahya III.
Then, as the tenth century opened, in the time of our
904, Edward the Elder, came the nephew of Ali I1,,
Yahya IV, a powerful and learned man, summoned from
his province of Er-Rif.

Still greater misfortunes overwhelmed him, for the
Muslim rulers of the East, unable to brook the presence
of an independent Shia khalifate in Barbary, fomented
discord and despatched assistance to a Mahdi—'Obeid
ibn Abd Allah—who had at one time been a prisoner

909,917. in Tafildlt, but who had established himself in
Ifrikiya. Their united forces laid successful siege to Fez,
and put an end to the first line of the Idreesis.®

Ruhdn el Ketdmi, a usurper, next secured a brief

921. authority, but was soon followed by Hasan I.

(El Hajjam), a great-grandson of Idrees Il through
another line, which was destined to maintain the dynasty
The Miknasa provincially over half a century longer. But
Dynasty. ‘the Mikndsa Berbers, who supported the Fatimi
926 interest, were too strong for El Hajjam, and
although successful in a great battle between Fez and
Téza, Fez was lost to him by treason. Mfsa ibn Abd el
Adfia, the Mikndsa leader, entered it as the first of a new

* See note at end of chapter v.
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dynasty,! holding the kingdom in fief, however, from the
Ummeyyis of Spain.
Miasa extended his rule to Tlemgen, and seemed likely
938 to found a powerful house, but on his death his
three sons—E! Biri, Madin, and Ibrahim—fought for the
succession,? without either creating history or adding to
romance, although their line dragged on for close upon
a century. '
Thus for some time the Idreesis retained their hold on
the greater part of the kingdom, although the area of their
authority diminished constantly. After the loss
Fate of the [dreesis. of Fez they set up their capital at Hajrat en-
929.
Nasr—near the present Alhucemas—where a
brother of El Hajjdm, El Kdsem (known as El Kenntn)

s48.  ruled for twenty-three years, and was succeeded
by Ahmad I. (Abu el Aish) his son. The chief event of
934 El Kédsem’s reign was the repulse before Fez

of a Fdtimi army despatched against him from Tunis.
Another son, El Hasan, followed, the capital of his
restricted kingdom being Basra, the traces of which may
still be observed between El Kasar and Wazzdn. Tangier

o2 and Azila were likewise in his possession until
captured by the invading Ummeyyis. This El Hasan II.
was the last of his line, for he was carried with his family

o7¢.  to Cérdova by Ghdlib, general of the Ummeyyi
Khalifa, E1 Hdkim?® Fez had previously been besieged,
and El Hékim’s vassal Misa slain, by a Shia army from

95.  Egypt under one Jathdr, and Ghdlib’s campaign
recovered the Ummeyyi position.

Next year El Hédkim exiled El Hasan to Egypt, whence
he soon after succeeded in returning to raise once more
the fallen standard of his house at Basra. His success
was short-lived, for EI Mansir, a powerful general, having

1 IsN KHALDON, vol. i., p. 267. 2 Jbid., vol. i., p. 267.
3 Raop EL KARTAS, p. 129.
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enlisted an army of Zandta and other Berbers, among
whom were the Maghrdwa and Beni Yifren, overthrew
985 him and the Mikndsa ruler as well, he losing
city and life at once! Thus fell the last of the Idreesis,
just two years before the last of the race of Charlemagne
perished, in the time of Ethelred of England, of Vladimir
the Great of Kief, and of the predecessor of Hugh Capet
of France. The total duration of their line had been almost
two hundred years.* The short-lived Mikn4sa dynasty can
hardly be said to have survived them, although El Bari’s
successor, his great-great-nephew El Kdsem, did reign
1014 over some portion of the kingdom in the early
years of the next century.
Nor can the race which followed, the Maghrdwa, claim
much credit, and they hardly deserve to be regarded as a
The Maghrawa dynasty. Having mastered Tafildlt (then Sajil-
Dynasty. madsa), under a leader named Ziri ibn Atid, they
96 possessed themselves of parts of the kingdom
of Fez. In company with the Beni Yifren, one of whom,
Y44l4 bin Yadl4, entered Fez successfully, Ziri was driven
993, out and slain2 He was succeeded in Fez by
1000, 1026. El M4z, his son. Of the subsequent sovereigns,
1039and 1059. Hammadma, Diinas, and Fatdh, little more is
known than their names.t Two others, El Moannasir and

* The Nationa] Library of France possesses a unique collection of Idreesi
coins. Idrees I. inscribed on his dinars a verse from the Kor'an: “Truth has
appeared and falsehood has vanished : falsehood is destined to vanish.” His
mints were at Volubilis (Walili) and Todghd. His son struck coins at
Volubilis, Tangier, Fez, Ujda, and Metghdra. The places at which the
brothers of Mohammed struck coins which still exist were Tajarjara,
Warzigha, Wargha, WAatil, Yajarhdn, Wazakir, and Utlt, but all have since
disappeared. See also the DBritish Museum collection.

T In the French National Collection there is a coin of El Khair bin
Mohammed (El Mustansir b'Illah), who appears to have been a Maghrawi
ruler between 961 and 971.?

1 Er Makk4rr, bk. vi., chap. vi., pp. 187, 189.

2 EL MAKKARI, l.c.
3 LAVOIX, p. 403.
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1065and 1067. Tamim, indeed, belong to this house, but their
short reigns were swallowed up in the struggle against the
Murdbti horde! At this time, too, occurred the great
influx of Arabs from Egypt, bringing with them the pure
dialect of Nejd, to which Moroccan Arabic owes so much.
Throughout the Idreesi period there had been concur-
rent dynasties in at least three kingdoms thenceforth to be
incorporated in the Moorish Empire. Of these
the oldest—older indeed than that of Fez by
nearly two centuries, although not destined to
(@) Athucemas.  play so important a part in the foundation of the
Empire—was that of Hajrat N’kor, close to Alhucemas.
no.  There Sdlih ibn Mansir of Yemen had been
authorised by the khalifa, in the time of Misa and
Tarik, to hold the adjoining district of Tamsamadn in fief.2
His descendants were known as the Beni 'Omar; by them
750, 761.  Hajrat N'kor was built. This city was hardly
completed before it was taken by Normans (Majis), but
they were soon driven out.? Protected by their mountainous
environment, the Beni 'Omar were enabled to survive the
usual vicissitudes of dynasties in these parts for three
1015,1067. hundred years. Their seat was destroyed, and
their existence ended, by the conqueror of O’ran, Yadld ibn
Fatth of the Azddja tribe, who retained possession till the
time of Ydsef bin Tashfin.
Ceuta was then the capital of a small kingdom ruled
by the descendants of one Majdkis,* who rebuilt it after
®)Ceuta. ~ the Berbers had destroyed it in their great
740. revolt under Maisard. This house retained its
independence till the fall of the Idreesis and the spread
of the Mikndsa power,* when Ceuta was captured by
931, Abd er-Rahmdn of Cérdova. It subsequently

Minor Contempo-
raneous Kingdoms.

* After whom it took the name of Majakisa,

1 Ien KHALDON, vol. iii. 2 Jbid., vol. il., p. 137.
3 Ibid., l.c., p. 143. 4 7bid., l.c., p. 136.
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passed into the hands of the Berghwdta, a Masmada tribe
possessing the plains of Central Morocco from Salli to
() Central Morocco. Saffi, whose authority had been established by
40, one of Maisara’s generals, Sdlih bin Tarif. He

had set up as Mahdi with great success,! his descendants
assuming royal dignity, and reigning till they also were
overwhelmed in the Murdbti invasion* Until then they

Photograph by Dr. Rudduck
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had remained idolaters, although Sdlih, who is described
as being a native of Spain of Jewish origin (probably one
of the Berber-Jewish families who had accepted Isldm
and taken part in the invasion), had established among
them a religion of his own, based largely on Isldm.t

* Coins of a ruler of Ceuta, Sakiit bin Mchammed (El Berghwiti), dated
1069-1073, exist in the French National Collection. He was overthrown by

Yisef bin Tashfin.*
1 His Kor'an is described in Z%e Moors. See Ibn Khaldiin, vol. ii., p. 187
1 Iux KHALDON, Le., p. 125,
2 See EL MAKKARI, vol. i., pp. 36and 333; 18N KHALDON, vol. ii., pp. 74 and 154; RAGD
L KARTAS, pp. 162, 178, and 179, and IsN BassAn.
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In the South there was another independent dynasty, at
Aghmit, in the Atlas, afterwards the first Murdbti capital,

(&) Aghmat. the germ of the southern kingdom. Only the
scantiest information has reached us as to what occurred
there, or as to who were its kings. Its last ameer was
1058 0 1067. overthrown by the Murdbti invaders, and his
widow, Zainab, became the wife, first of Abu Bakr, and then
of his cousin, Yisef bin Tashfin, to the success of whose
arms her counsel is believed to have greatly contributed.*?

SILVER COIN OF IDREES I.
(British Museun)

“There is no god but the one God ; He has no partner.
“In the name of God. This dirham was struck at Bedi (?) in the year one
hundred and seventy-four (790 A.C.).

“Mohammed is the messenger of God. The prayers of God be on him
and peace on him who commanded it, Idrees bin Abd Allah.
“Truth has app d, and falsehood has ished, for

destined to vanish.”—Kor’an, s. xvii.,, v. 83.

was

* Of this ancient capital very little trace remains beyond its name, borne
by one of the gates of its successor, Marrakesh. Its site is at the entrance to
the Urika Valley, at the foot of the Great Atlas, some three hours south of
Marrékesh,? and in its palmy days under the Murdbtis it was a great centre
of trade with Timbuctoo.® Beaumier speaks of it as still possessing some 5500
inhabitants, with 1000 Jews, but he was probably referring to the district, of
which he speaks as a day’s journey south of Marrakesh, on the Tafilalt road.*
Davidson tells of ruins at Tasermit, one day from Marrakesh, which were
three miles in circumference, with walls, gates, baths, and arches of rude
unhewn stone still standing, the arches built without keystones.> Then from
Idreesi we learn that there was a second town, Aghmat Aildn, six miles
to the east, inhabited exclusively by Jews, who were not permitted to reside
in the metropolis, and outside their own walls their lives were at the mercy
of anyone.®

1 7bid. l.c., p. 272, and RAOD L KARTAS.  ® Apu'L FEpa. 3 IDREEsH, p. 76.
4 Note to RAOD EL KARTAS, p. 178. 5 p. 58, 6 p. 79.
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CHAPTER THE FOURTH

THE CONSOLIDATION OF EMPIRE

(MURABTI PERIOD)

1061-1149

ONTEMPORARY with the Norman conquest of the

1061. Saracens in Sicily, and of the Anglo-Saxons

1066. in south-eastern England, rose the Moorish
Empire, of which hitherto the foundations alone
State of Morocco had been laid. Not one of the petty Berber
States into which Morocco was then divided was able to
take the lead or to coerce the others, and it was not until
an outside kindred power came amongst them, and by
one fierce on-rush broke down tribal barriers, that it
was possible to weld them into one. Such a power was
the house of Tashfin, afterwards known as the Murdbti*

* On the authority of ancient writers whom he names, the author of
Radd el Kartds! tells how these Berbers earned their name of Murabti,
which by European writers has been corrupted into ‘‘ Almoravide.” One of
their leaders, Yahya bin Ibrahim, having abdicated that he might perform the
pilgrimage to Mekka, on his way home met at Kairwan a learned teacher
from Fez, who, hearing from him of the ignorance of the Sanhaja, tried in
vain to institute a mission from his students for their instruction. Néverthe-
less he succeeded in inspiring Yahya with a zeal to perform this task, in
which he found a colleague among the pupils of a teacher of Jebel Nafis.
This colleague not only induced the Lamtfind to heed his words, and among
other reforms to reduce their unlimited number of wives to the four allowed
by Mohammed, but gathered round him, in a hermitage which he established,
a thousand of the principal Sanhdja. These he daily instructed, and they -

1 pp. 165 to 174.
E 49
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dynasty, originally nomads of the Sdhara. Although
Sanhdja Berbers!—similar in stock to the Ttdreks, who
still inhabit parts of South Algeria, they are sometimes
described erroneously as Arabs, on account of their mode
of living. From their desert habit of wearing veils when
riding, they were called by the Arabs Mulath-
The Lamting
or Murdbtis. thamin or “veiled,” but more generally Lamtina,
from the lamta or buffalo skins? of which their
shields were made.

To them the disordered state of Morocco and its
sub-divisions rendered it a prey too tempting to resist,
and the eleventh century was just half through when they
commenced its conquest. Tafildlt, the portion nearest to

1085-1056. them, was the first to be subdued, and next
year Sls was at their feet. Then they crossed the Atlas,
and Aghmét, held at that time by the Beni Yifran of

1057-108. T4dla? fell before them. The surrounding
Masmtda Berbers, then ruled by the Maghrdwa, were
conquered next year, as_also T4dla. Abu Bakr, the
Lamttna leader, espoused the defeated king’s widow,
Zainab the magician, so called on account of her wonderful
counsel.

Thus far all had gone well, but with the news that the
Séhara was in revolt came the need of the leader’s

presence at home. Yisef bin Tashfin, his
cousin, was left‘in command, and, moreover, in
possession of Zaindb, whom Abu Bakr declared

Yusef bin Tashfin.
1061-1106.

became known as Murabtin (plural of Murabit, ¢ bound,” 7.e., in a religious
Order, and therefore attached to its hermitage or ribdt). When duly prepared
they proclaimed a jehdd against their irreligious kinsmen, promising, if need
were, to slay their own fathérs. At the point of the sword large numbers
were forced to join them, and the Lamtfind made Yahya their king. Having
conquered the western Sdan and the adjoining Séhara, they turned their
steps towards Morocco.

1 Ra6p EL KARTAS, p. 162; IeN KuaLpin, vol, ii, p. 67.
2 MARMoOL, vol. i., p. 52. 3 IeN KHALDON, vol ii., p. 71.



Photograph by Dr. Ruaduck
AN ATLAS VALLEY



52 MURABTI PERIOD (Eleventh

he loved so much that he could not contemplate her being
left a widow should he not return. He therefore divorced
her, bidding her marry his cousin as soon as the days
of her purification were ended! By means of the power
he thus acquired, Yisef extended his rule so widely, and
established his authority so firmly, that Abu Bakr—whom
the tidings found victorious over his foes—hastened back
to resume control. But the sweets of independence were
not as easily relinquished,
and Ysef had formed his
plans. When his chief
arrived he was met by
the Vice-regent on horse-
back as by an equal,
L. followed by a formidable
COIN OF AN UNKNOWN AMEER (Gotn)

army and a valuable

(British Museum) £ hich
. caravan o resents, whic.
L. Area.—*“There is no god but God, presents,

and Mohammed is the messenger of God. . he was informed were for
“ Ameer Ibrahim ben Abu Bakr.” his use in the inhospit-
Margin.—" Whoever shall profess any
religion than Isldim shall in no wise be able- Sé’hara' Under-
accegted by God, and shall perish at the standing this as a hint
last day. R
I1. Arca.—“The Imém a slave of God,* to return in peace—due,
Prince of the Believers.” so it is said, to Zaindb's
Margin.—“In the name of God this dvi he
dinar is slruck in Sajilmésa in the year adVice,—the poor ameer

462 (1069).” accepted the gifts with
what grace he could, and re-crossed the Atlas, ultimately
1087. dying from a poisoned arrow while in battle

with the infidels.

* This phrase which, when interpreted as “Abd Allah,” a proper name,
has greatly puzzled numismatists, appears also on the coins of the Saadi
dynasty, as on the illustration given in chap. vii., so that it can hardly have
referred—as has been supposed—to some particular khalifa, at Baghddd or
elsewhere.

t Coins of the years 1069 and 1072 bear the name of the Ameer Ibrahim,
son of Abu Bakr, unmentioned by historians, so that he was probably ruler

! Ra0p EL KARTAS, p. 186, 2 [sN KHALDON.
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Thus Ysef 1. (bin Tashfin) became ameer of the Maghrib.
He is described! as a man of medium height, thin, hardy,
ceaseless in his care of the State and his subjects; generous,
kind, though austere in his mode of life; like a wise man
clothed entirely with wool, and living solely on barley,
meat and camel’s milk. He was fifty-six years of age
1060. when entrusted with vice-regal power, and he
died at the age of a hundred,*? having reigned forty-seven
years since the forced dbdication of Abu Bakr. The
Building of year after his first appointment he acquired
Marrikesh. the ground on which the city of Marrdkesh
stands, and pitched his tent thereon, erecting
a small fortress to protect his valuables. Next he built
a mosque, on which he laboured with his own hands,
at a place thereafter known as Sar el Khair— Wall of
Prosperity.”® Wells were dug and trenches cut, and
soon a colony was gathered round him, though he never
us2.  erected a wall, a task which fell to his son

after seventy years.t*
Fez continued to be recognised as the metropolis, and
whoever ruled there possessed in a measure a prescriptive
Improvement right to imperial powers. For this reason its
of Fes. capture was Yisef’s first task, and one in which
198 he was successful, after having first taken Sefra.
But while away on another expedition Fez was recovered

over Sajilmdsa only.” Abu Bakr himself had struck coins, one of which is
given by Adler (Collect. Nov. Num. Cuf.), p. 133, but the date 472 (1079)
is either a mistake for 462, or it is a proof that Abu Bakr continued independent
rule in the S4hara.

* A hundred and four according to the Arab calendar.

+ The peculiar colour of the soil of the district in which Marrakesh stands,
most striking in its mud-built walls, has conferred upon it the same epithet
for the same reason as that which distinguishes the palace of Grandda,
“El Hamrd ”—*“ The Red.”

1 Ra6Dp EL KARTAS, p. 1g0; IBN KHALDON, 2 HorAL EL MANSHiYA.
3 RaoOp EL KARTAS, p. 195. 4 Ien KHALDON, vol. ii., p. 73.
5 LAVOIX, p. xlii. ; MARSDEN, Numismata Orientalia, pt. i, p. 344.
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by its former owners. A few years afterwards, however,

1069.  Yasef re-entered it, and caused a fearful
massacre of its inhabitants. Over three thousand men
were killed in the Karfieein and Andalts mosques,' and
the streets were filled with corpses. From that time Fez
dates its prosperity, for the new ameer, as became a
victorious empire builder, spent great pains in its im-
provement and embellishment. Significant of his policy
throughout the country was his demolition of the walls
which had hitherto separated the rival Karfieein and
Andalfis sections, making the city one. Mosques, baths,
fandaks,* mills and other public buildings rose on
every hand, and the inhabitants of any street which
could not boast a mosque of its own were loudly
reproached.

" Yisef’s armies had in the meantime extended his sway,
and had subdued opposing powers until, by the capitula-

177.  tion of Tangier, he found himself master of the
Growth of Empire. Whole country with the exception of Ceuta,
1083.  which held out for several years. He was the
first entitled to be called an Emperor of Morocco.
Forthwith he began the conquest of Algeria by capturing
Tlemgen, where he superintended the foundation of
1080. the modern town. To this foreigners were
welcomed to encourage trade, which speedily grew and
flourished. The district of O’ran also succumbed, and the
Moorish Empire extended nearly to Algiers.

Spain too, heard of the conqueror’s fame, greatly
enhanced by reports of the skill of his followers in the
use of weapons of war—“from the sharp-edged sword,
which, handled by them, cuts a horseman in twain, to
the ponderous lance which goes through both horse
and rider.” At the rumour of projected invasion the

* The caravan-sarais of the East.

1 Ra6D EL KARTAs, p. 198.
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hearts of the Spaniards sank. Acting under

Alarm of the the advice of the King of Seville, the most

Muslims of Spain.

powerful of their number, the petty Andalucian

rulers between whom the erstwhile
formidable empire of the Ummeyya
had become divided, addressed to
Yisef a joint epistle, in the following
words ! :—

“If thou desist from thy undertaking
and do not attack us, thou wilt act
generously, and thy name will not be
coupled with an unjust or dishonour-
able deed. On the other hand, if we
answer thy call, and acknowledge thee
master, we shall do that which is wise
and prudent, and thou wilt remain
where thou now art, and allow these
poor dwellers in tents to continue as
they are, for upon their preservation
depends, to a certain extent, the dura-
tion and strength of thy empire.”

Wise words, but what language
this from the rulers of Muslim
Spain to the Berber! Truly the
tables had turned. Ysef knew not
Arabic? and only uttered in reply
when this was interpreted to him,
“B’fsm Illah!—In God’s Name!”—
by which he meant to grant their
request. With the returning mes-
sengers others were sent, bearers
of costly presents, among which
was one of the shields of Yisef’s
tribe, whereof the covering was a

1 EL MAKK.
2 Kor'n, s.

V. 99.

DINAR OF YUSEF BIN
TASHFIN (GoLp)
Struck at Cérdova in 1103,
(From Codera)

Inscription.—* There is
no god but God, and- Mo-
hammed is the messenger of
God.

“The Ameer Yisef bin
Tashfin.

“And he who seeks re-
ligion outside Isldm, it shall
not be accepted from him,
and his recompense shall be
with the banished ?

“The Imdm, the slave of
God, Prince of the Believers.

“In the name of God this
dindr was struck in Cérdova
in the year six and ninety
and four hundred.”

bk. viii., chap. v., on the authority of ER-RAOD EL MUATTAR.
3 2bid., \.c., p. 276; 18N KHALDON, vol. iv., p. 4s0.



56 MURABTI PERIOD (Eleventl

skin of the /Jam¢, an animal unknown in the peninsula,
but typical of his original home.*

Thus the evil day was postponed for a time, but soon
the growing power of Alfonso the Sixth of Léon—
surnamed the Valiant—caused the Mohammedan
princes to despatch three kddis and a wazeer
to invite as their ally him whom they had recently
dissuaded from appearing as their foe. The crafty Berber
affected at first to have too much to do in Africa, and it
was not till the ameer of Seville came in person to
beseech him, and sent him the keys of Algeciras,
that he consented, the Andalucians taking the wise
precaution to obtain his promise that he would not
dethrone them.! Then, after two years of prepara-
tion, during which he built himself galleys, Ysef
landed at Algeciras, and proceeded to Seville. Alfonso
lay at Badajoz, on the Portuguese frontier, and the

1086. two kings met hard by at Sacralias, known
to the Moors as Zalldka,? of which spot all trace has
been lost.

Yisef having offered Alfonso the choice of Isldm,
tribute or death, in an epistle “long and elegantly
written,” which aroused a fiery indignation in the mind
of its recipient, “indicative of its miserable state,” the
“Christian bishops and monks held up their crosses in
the air, and displaying their gospels, pledged themselves
to die for their religion.”3 So they did, for the fierce
Berbers carried all before them, and their own writers
say that there were slain of the Christians twenty-
four thousand horsemen and two hundred thousand

Invasion of Spain.

* Ibn Hafikal, however, says that these shields were so named from Lamta,
a town in the further Siis, from which, possibly, the animal itself may have
been named. See p. 62, note *.

1 Ien KHALDON, vol. ii., p. 77. 2 Ra6p EL KARTAS, p. 206 ; HoLAL, vol. ii., p. 197.
3 Eu MAKKARI, Lc. Recorded in a letter of Yiisef’s, ap. Ra0D EL KARTAS, p. 213.
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footmen.* Arab writers tell how Alfonso, to gain time
and opportunity, suggested that the armies might repose
on the Friday and Sunday, their respective days of
worship, fighting on the Saturday only, but Yisef saw
through the ruse, and ordered an immediate attack.
After the day was won heaps were made of the heads
of Spanish officers, from which the midhdhens summoned
the victors to prayer! Forty thousand heads are said to
have been carried to Morocco, and distributed among its
cities to adorn the gates.!

Flushed with victory, the ameer returned to Morocco,
but next year undertook another expedition to Spain,

1088.  which proved unsuccessful. He had seen too
much of the rich fields of Andalucia, and of its flourishing
cities, to be content with his share of the booty. He had

Morammedan  tasted blood—Nazarene blood, so sweet to the
Spain Invaded.  Muslim raider—and he determined that the next

%% time he visited Spain it should be unhampered
by pledges, and free to carve out for himself.

After two more years of preparation he crossed a third
time on his own account, avenging thereby the wrongs of
the Berbers by crushing the Arabs beneath their yoke, but
bringing Berber and Arab and Spaniard alike under his
own rule. To disarm suspicion his first attempt was, as
before, directed against the Christians. Having occupied
Tarifa on landihg, he proceeded to besiege Toledo, the
Spanish capital, but without success. On his way back to
Morocco he attacked and conquered the ameer of Grandda,
on the pretext that he had not come to his assistance.
One of his generals, who had been deputed to obtain the
submission of, or to dethrone, the kings of Murcia,

* The total losses of Alfonso, who escaped with only a hundred horsemen to
Toledo, are given as eighty thousand horse-soldiers and two hundred thousand
foot-soldiers, against but three thousand slain of the Moors.

1 Ra6p EL KARTAS, p. 212.
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Almerfa and Badajoz, during Yisef's absence, boldly
struck for Seville. After a stubborn resistance that
city fell, and the king, with his Christian wife Romaica,

THE COURT OF LIONS, ALHAMBRA PALACE, GRANADA

was carried to Aghmdt, where after five years’ exile
he died. In order to preclude objections Yisef had
obtained a legal opinion condemning the ameer of
Seville for having sought help from the Christians,
deemed by jurisconsults a sufficient excuse for his
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deposition! Thus was an end put to the petty
States which had arisen when the khalifate of Cor-
dova was broken up. So much importance did Yisef
Court Transforred attach to this conquest, that when nominating
10 Seville his successor he expressly stipulated that
1081 henceforth Seville should be the capital
instead of Cdérdova.
Although the greater part of Portugal was lost to
1095. the Moors in the next few years, before the
century ended—in the time of our Henry I, when the
earliest crusaders were appearing at Jerusalem—the
Murdbti were masters of the whole of Spain. To secure
at least his neutrality in the struggle, they tacitly acknow-
ledged the supremacy of the khalifa of Baghddd, by
sending him an embassy with presents, and Ali III. only
styled himself on his coins* Ameer el Muslimin (Prince
of the Surrendered). Nevertheless he was really in-
dependent, and his subject princes did not hesitate to hail

* The Murdbti coins in the British Museum are 114 in number, forming
one of the most complete sets in the national collection, as every prince but
Ibrdhim bin Tashfin, a child, is there represented. The coins are chiefly of
gold, clearly stamped, and of a hlgh standard, the average weight being
6.17 grammes. They —
were struck at Agh-
mat, Fez, Marrakesh,
Sajilmdsa,  Tafildlt,
and Tlemgen,? as
also in Valencia,
Murcia, Almeria, and
Seville. It is from

a corruption of the e '
name Murabti, as IMITATION MARAVEDI” OF ALFONSO VIIL. (GoLp)
. (From Codera. Also in British Museunt)

applied to their coins,
that we have the word “Maravedi.” The good value of the Murabti dindr was
such, that it became current throughout the western world of those days, equal
in value to, and rivalling, the Constantinopolitan desan.  But the most curious
1 EL UFRANI, p. 124.
2 See STANLEY LANE-PoOLE, Catalogue of Oriental Coins, vol. v., 1880, class xix. ; and

Add., vol ii., 18go. Also CASIRI’s translation of the Regumn Alﬂzorabztarzﬂ/z Series of
El E_halibi,
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him as Ameer el MO’'minin? (Prince of the Faithful), a title
only borne by the khalifas.
The reign of Yisef was marked not only by the
consolidation and growth of the Moorish Empire, but
by a wise administration. Every year he made
;"}”,’Z;’?ﬁm a tour of a great portion of his dominions, thus
keeping employed and well in hand the forces
which might otherwise have overthrown him. He had
gathered round him learned counsellors, and although
confining his taxes to those authorised by the Kor'dn,
he amassed more riches than any who preceded him.?
In Morocco his borders stretched to the “Mountain of
Gold,” an unidentified feature of the western Stddn.
His was the reign of his house, and his the character
which turned a simple raid into the conquest of an
empire. He was the leader for which the Moroccan
and Spanish kingdoms were waiting, though their actual
sovereigns always showed fight, and were sometimes able,
by the help of their armies, to withstand him for a time.
The common people only wanted a strong, wise ruler, and,
tired of the oppression of their own chiefs, were nothing
loth loyally to accept the man who could overthrow them.

thing about this coin is that Alfonso VIII. was forced to imitate it in self-defence,
retaining its Arabic inscriptions, which he adapted to the Christian faith. On
it he appeared as ‘““Ameer of the Catholics,” and the Pope of Rome as the
“‘Imam of the Church of Christ.” It was issued “in the Name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, one only God,” in place of the Muslim creed ;
and “ Whosoever believeth and is baptised shall be saved” stood in place of
the denunciation of those who refused to accept Islim.? There could hardly
be a more curious coin. The author of the Kartds is in error in saying that this
denunciation was added after the battle of Zalldka, as it had already appeared
in the year 1058 on the coins of El M{idz bin Bddis and Abu Bakr bin 'Omar.*

Instead of these “Maravedis” the subsequent Muwdhhadi ameers coined
square dirhams,® which were only discontinued in 1670, to be replaced by
the present round pieces.

1 RaoD EL KARTAS, p. 1935 IBN KHALDON, vol. ii. 2 Raép EL KARTAs.

3 See Lavoix, Cat. des Monnaies Mussulmanes de la Bibliothéque National, Paris, 1891,
p. xxxi. 4 7bid., p. xli. 5 1N KHALDON, vol. ii., p. 168. 6 Ez-ZAiANI, p. 22.
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This is how it happens that we see the conqueror of one
day the popular general of the next.

Of Ali, Yisef’s son and successor, there is not much
to tell. His nature was rather that of a devotee than
of a ruler, and his empire was controlled by
religious teachers. Yet during his reign, which
lasted thirty-seven years, no less than three
expeditions were undertaken to Spain. In the first—one

109.  of the most important of such enterprises—
while he failed in his attempt on Toledo, he captured
Madrid, Oporto and ,

Lisbon, “purging the
whole of those western
provinces (E1 Gharb or
‘Algarves’) from the
filth of the infidels.”? e M
Then the tide turned. COIN OF ALI IIL (GoLp)

(Struck at Aghmat in 1107)
Saragossa was restored Inscription as on the coins of his father, but

1118. to the Ara- with thetitle “Ameer el Muslimin” for himself
gonese, assisted by the for the first time.

French and by the introduction of artillery or “thun-
derers,”* which brought the ameer back in the following
year for a successful expedition, and two years later for a
third. On the last occasion he was recalled
by the ill news of a rising power in Morocco
—which was to supplant his house—that of
Mohammed bin TOmart, whose disciples were to found
the Muwdhhadi dynasty. To leave things more secure
in Spain, he took the precaution of transporting to his

u%.  towns of Mequinez and Salli many thousands
of the tributary Christians settled in the kingdom of
Grandda,? who, by reason of the assistance they were wont
to render to the Spaniards, were most dangerous subjects.

* Er-radat.
1 EL MAKKARI, bk. viii., chap. i. 2 Jbid., bk. viil., p. 306.

Ali IIL (bin Yusef).
1106-1143.

Muwdihhadi Rising.
1119, 1121.
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Mohammed bin Tamart soon afterwards died, and his
m%.  pupil Abd el Mi'min was at once set up as
‘Ali’s rival.  For thirteen years the ameer lived to maintain
143 the struggle. The fact of his death at Marrdkesh
was concealed for three months till Tashfin, his son by
a Christian slave, could be proclaimed as his successor.*
Tashfin had reigned but a year when the Murdbti dynasty
was put an end to by the decisive victory of Abd el
14  M@'min near Tlemgen. Tashfin escaped to
O'ran, but when that town fell before his relentless rival
he was forced once more to flee. Mounted on
Z‘::’;;; lf;’.“’ a “wind-drinking mare,” in the darkness the
145, unlucky ameer was carried over a precipice,
wherein he met his death,t at a spot still

known as the “Salto del Caballo.”}
In Spain affairs had been steadily growing darker, for
at Ourique Ali’s forces had been vanquished by Alfonso I.,
133.  Count of Portugal—who had been thereupon
made king—while Alfonso VIII. of Léon had defeated
the Moors in the preceding year. This induced Abd el
14 Ma'min to despatch an army at once, both to
drive back the Christians and to secure the Empire for
6. himself. But the second crusade was about
1147. to start, and, with its assistance, Lisbon was

recovered by the Portuguese.

After Tashfin came a weak and incapable son, Ibrdhim, I.,
from whom Abd el M&'min took Mequinez in the first year
1146,1147. of his reign, and Fez and Salli in the second,
when Ibrdhim was put to death. Is.hdk, his son, inherited

* ¥rom 1136 to 1144 coins had been struck at ‘“N{l Lamta,” possibly
Nn or Glimin in Sfis. See French National Collection.

t Tashfin bin Ali did not die in 539 (1144) as stated in Radd el Kartds, as
there exists in the British Museum one of his coins struck in Seville in 540
(1143).

1 ‘““The Horse’s Leap.” The scene lies some three kilométres from the
town, near the ‘‘ Bains de la Reine.”
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what remained of the Murdbti Empire, but after two more

9. years of ineffectual struggle, Abd el M&'min
was established firmly as the emperor of all Morocco and
Muslim Spain. The fugitive Murdbtis sought a refuge in
the Balearic Islands!® till they went to Tunis, where they
unavailingly attempted to restore the fortunes of their
house. So terminated their career of ninety years.

1 Et. MAKKARI, bk. ix., p. 86.

Photograph by Herbert E. White, Esq.
A COUNTRY KASBAH (M'TURGA)



From a photograph by Cavilla, Tangier
THE UNFINISHED HASAN TOWER AT RABAT (cir. 1aco A.C.)



CHAPTER THE FIFTH

THE EXTENSION OF EMPIRE
(MUWAHHADI PERIOD)

1149-1269

REAT as had been the effect of the Murdbti
invasion, and wide as under them had grown the
limits of the Empire of which they were practically the
constructors, there had been for some time rising in
the Atlas mountains a religious force, whose destiny
it was to stretch the Moorish Empire far beyond the
dreams of Yisef bin Tashfin. At its head was
Tom 1352’2“ Mohammed ibn Tamart, perhaps the most
remarkable of all the figures which appear

upon the stage of Moorish history.

A native of Sls—although a member of the Hargha
tribe* of Masmiéida Berbers—he laid claim+ not only to
Arab descent, but also to descent from Mohammed, either
through a family which came to Morocco with Musa,! or
through Sulaimdn the brother of Idrees, whose family had
settled in those parts.}? As a youth he visited the East
for purposes of study, and acquired a great reputation for
strictness in religious duties, by the fearless way in which-

* Since lost sight of. :

+ By a holograph genealogy, declared by Ibn Khaldin to be a forgery
(vol. i, p. 251). Ibn Khallikdn says that the first Muwdhhadis acknowledged
the Abbési khalifas. ) I See p. 39.

1 RaOD EL KARTAS, p. 242; ABD EL WAHHID, p. 128 (92, p. 205); IBN KHALLIKANg
wvol. iii., p. 206. "2 1N KHALDON, vol. ii., pp. 163~4.
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he attacked all laxness in others, even to the extent of
breaking their wine jars and musical instruments. “ Pious
and devout, he lived in squalid poverty, subsisting on the
coarsest fare and attired in rags, yet exhibiting good
nature in his face, and ever manifesting a propensity to
acts of devotion. He carried with him no other worldly
goods than a staff and a water-skin; his courage was
great; he spoke correctly both the Arabic and Moorish
languages ; he blamed with extreme severity the conduct
of those who transgressed the Divine law . . . and
suffered with patience the vexation to which this exposed
him.”! The unveiled faces of the Murdbti women were
especially abhorrent to him.

Such a course met with the usual fate. Expelled from
Mekka, and refused an asylum in Egypt or Tunis by the
well-to-do against whom he inveighed, he found a refuge
among the less corrupt although more superstitious Berbers
of the Moroccan Atlas. At the then existing village

ug. of Tinmdlalt—“ White Mountain *—one day’s
journey beyond Aghmdt, near the source of the Wad
Nafis, the mountaineers were able to protect him even
against their ameer, whom also he had offended by his
plain speaking.* His age was then but eight-and-twenty,
and he is described as “of medium stature, though slight,

* On hearing of the Mahdi the ameer had sent for him, and on expressing
surprise at finding him so poor, was informed that he thought only of the world
to come, not of this, where his only business was to teach men to do good
and cease from evil, proceeding to address the magnate in the most outspoken
terms. Like Pharaoh of old, the ameer summoned his wise men to refute
him, but their uproar growing unseemly, two were chosen to examine him.
Taking the bull by the horns, he inquired of his judges: * Tell me—are the
ways of knowledge limited, or not?” “Ves, to the Kor’dn, its commentaries,
and the traditions,” was the reply. “Can you not confine yourselves to my
question, according to rule?” asked the Mahdi. The wise men not being
ready to answer, he proceeded to instruct them that the sources of good and
evil are four—knowledge, the source of the right way, and ignorance, doubt,

and opinion, sources of evil.?
1 IsN KHALLIKAN, Lc. Raop EL KARTAS.
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with large head, of a tawny complexion, and with piercing
eyes.”! His character, graphically sketched by another
Arabic writer,? is summed up in the statement that “ He
would rather shed the water of life [his own blood] than
that of the face [his tears, ze., of shame] . .. ‘Whoever
follows me,” he said, ‘for this world’s goods, shall get
nothing from me but what he sees here; but whoever
follows me for the recompense of the next world shall find
his reward with God.””

Somewhere along his route—authorities are not agreed
where3—he had encountered a youth named Abd el
M{'min, in whom he perceived great powers. On his
early death this pupil not only succeeded to his hopes

. of a worldly kingdom, but lived to enjoy their
The Muwdhhadi . . .

Doctrines. realisation. Supported by a third confederate,
1130, whose part it was to play the fool till the time
came for him to have a revelation,* and with ten ignorant
but sturdy Berbers as bodyguard he was soon in a
position to strike for power, and was proclaimed as the

promised infallible Mahdi or “ Directed One” of Isldm.*

* The word Mahdi.is the passive participle of the first form of the verb
hada, ““he directed,” and it has come to be applied exclusively to some
pretender in consequence of Mohammed’s prophecy that a “ Directed One”
should after his death arise to lead the fortunes of Isldm. But from the
nature of the traditional prophecies ascribed to the Arabian teacher by
El Bokhdri and others, it appears that no one figure was consistently before
him, but rather an indefinite leader who might some day be expected to arise.
Nevertheless, Mohammed is held to have stated definitely, “ The Mahdi will
be descended from me. He will be a man of open countenance and high
nose. He will fill the earth with equity and justice, even as it has been filled
with tyranny and oppression, and he will reign over the earth seven years.”
Elsewhere his death is foretold at the end of that period, during which
“men’s lives shall pass so pleasantly that they will wish that the dead were
alive again.”® The Shids maintain a tradition that the promised Mahdi shall
be “the seal (z.e¢., the last) of the Imdms, who will conquer all religions, and
take vengeance on the wicked.””

1 I8N KHALLIKAN, vol, iii., p. 214. 2 KiT4B EL. MUARIF.

3 Ra6D EL KARTAS, p. 243; IBN KHALLIKAN, L.c., p. 208 ; IBN KHALDON, vol. ii., p. 164.

4 IsN ADHARI apud IBN KHALD., append. v, 5 ABp EL WAHHID (1892), p. 244.
6 Mishkdtu’l Masdbik, bk. xxiil., chap. iii. Hiydtu’l Kulitd, MERRICK’S ed., p. 342.



Century) MUWAHHADI DOCTRINES 69

To those who agreed to uphold him he gave the name
of Muwdhhadi—Unitarian—since a special feature of his
doctrine! was the stress laid on the absolute Unity of God,
apart from whom His attributes cannot exist, enforced by
the allegorical interpretation of obscure passages in the
Kor'dan? Because the Murabti interpreted these passages
literally, he charged them with anthropomorphism,* the
conception of God as finite, tangible and visible.? By
numerous ingenious trickst he was successful in imbuing
the surrounding Masmida tribes with an intense devotion
to his sanctity, while by the compilation of several
important works in their own tongue —notably the
Murshidah, “Directress” or “Guide,” and the Ta#kid or
“Unity,”*—he impressed them with an admiration for
his learning.}

At last his followers came to blows with the imperial
troops, and although they were able to cut off a body of

* Calling them Mujdssimin or * Corporealists.”

+ For instance, after a battle with the Lamt(ina in which he was defeated
with serious loss, the Mahdi went at night with some of his surviving followers
and buried them alive, with only a hole through which to breathe, inducing
them to submit to this process by the promise that if they would inform any
who made inquiry that they were enjoying in Paradise the rewards of death in
conflict with the infidels, he would disinter them, and allot them important
posts. Returning to his disheartened supporters, Ibn Timart remarked on
the good fortune of those who had fallen in battle, adding that if any had
doubts they should go and ask the dead themselves. Not to be outdone, they
went to the grave-sides and shouted, ‘O dead Companions, tell us what you
have received from God Most High.” One can imagine their surprise when
gladsome voices from the very earth assured them of a present state of bliss.
Further proof was needless, and Ibn T{imart’s cause revived, but as really
dead men tell no tales, return of fortune was denied to his accomplices,
whose breathing holes the Mahdi filled up after lighting fire over them.®

1 Of the works of Ibn Tmart, De Slane remarks in a note on the praise o1
them by Ibn Khallikdn:® “ Having examined the collection of treatises by
Ibn Tfmart, I can bear testimony to the correctness with which his talents are

1 See GOLDZIHER, Zeitschrift d. D. M. Ges., vol. xli., p. 30.

2 IBN KHALDON, vol. ii., p. 257. 3 GavanGos on El Makkari, p. 523.

4 Ra6D EL KARTAS, p. 250 ; IBN KHALDON, vol. iv., p. 532.

5 Radp EL KarTAs and IBN KHALDON, vol. ii., Ap. v. 6 Vol. iii. p. 215.
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Castilian mercenaries sent to collect the local taxes, they
were defeated outside Marrdkesh, and one of Ibn Tlimart’s
ten companions was slain. This resulted in a general
rising. By union with the seven leading Masmuda tribes*
Ibn Ttmart gained a following whose force was irresistible,
wherewith he overpowered the remaining Berbers, who
thenceforward fought by his side. All were organised
under a council of fifty, selected from among the chiefs of
each tribe, the original bodyguard
holding an independent position.!
Abd el Md'min was placed at the
o head of affairs, while Ibn T{mart
SILVER coIN oF -app devoted himself more than ever to
EL MO'MIN the life of a hermit. Thus for once
Inscription. —‘“Praise the rival clansmen of the central
be to God, the Lord of A5 the Masmida Zandtas—were
the Universe. E
“Abu Mohammed Abd combined against their old foes the
el M{i'min bi.n Ali, Prince T.amt(ina Sanhéjas_
?ifn tsl’;ailﬁe},’evers' Jaen At this point the death of Ibn
Tamart left the field free to his
less austere and more martial disciple, Abd el M'min,
who became the founder of the greatest dynasty

here appreciated. The treatises form a small but closely-written volume,
transcribed fifty-five years after the author’s death.”? Another work, called,
from its first words, 'Adazzu md Yatléd (‘ The most precious thing one
can seek”), taught the Shid doctrine of the infallibility of the Imdm. The
author of the Kartds says, “ He was without equal for eloquence and knowledge
of the sciences.”

* These were the Hantdta and Gedmiwa, who still remain, the Hargha and
Tinmdlal, who were exterminated or dispersed in the subsequent wars, and the
Kiimia, Gurfisa, and Hezerja. The Tinm4lal, who rallied round the tomb of
Ibn Tfimart as their headquarters, believed, even after the power of the
Muwdhhadis had fallen, that he would return to restore it.*> One section of
the confederation, the Sikséwa, long maintained complete independence,
proclaiming their own ameers.*

1 ABp kL WAHHID, p. 734 (1892, p. 266), History of the Muwdhhadis.

2 To be found in the French Bibliothéque Nationale, Supplement. Cat.des MSS. Arabes,
No. 1451, 3 IsN KHALDON, vol. ii., p. 260. 4 7bid., p. 270; ABD EL WAHHID, p. 247.
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e Mo M'orocco ever knew.* Ali bin Yasef bin Tashfin
conguest - still reigned, however, and though within the
‘Abd el Mamin. next few years! the whole of the Draa and
H30-1183. Central Morocco gave way before the fierce
attacks of the mountaineers, nearly a score had
passed ere the Empire changed hands. By that time they
had extended their operations during a seven years’
142, campaign in Spain, where, after Cadiz, Xeres
1144, was the first important town to fall. Two years
later their Berber supporters, with the help of the kadi,
expelled the Murdbtis from the ancient metropolis, Cérdova,
where civil dissensions had permitted the Spaniards to
make a raid and picket their horses in the great mosque.?
145,  Malaga was theirs next year, and Abd el Md'min
was proclaimed at Seville, although ten years passed before
1155.  he became the master of Grandda.
On the African side during the same period the
Muwdhhadis were successful. O’ran and Tlemgen first,
143 then Fez, Salli and Ceuta capitulated, and,
4. after a siege of eleven months? Marrdkesh;+
then Aghmdt and Tangier, and finally Mequinez, which
us.  had supported a siege for seven years. Abd
el M&'min received at Salli the homage of almost the
whole of Mohammedan Spain,* which, during the contest

1134

* The pupil was no less ingenious than his master, for in view of possible
competition on the Mahdi’s death, he had trained a lion to follow him like a
dog, and had taught a bird to say, ‘‘ Victory and power belong to the khalifa,
‘Abd el M{Vmin!” The deliberations of the Muwdhhadi Council in the choice
of a successor were interrupted by the advent of a lion from the forest, which,
having put all the others to flight, crouched at the feet of the unperturbed
‘Abd el M{'min. At the same time the commotion caused a hitherto unperceived
bird to shriek and repeat its lesson. The effect was magical, and all opposition
was overcome.’

+ Ibn el Athir says the Murébtis lost Marrdkesh by the defection of their
Spanish mercenaries.

1 Rao6p L KARTAS, Le. 2 EL MAKKARL 3 Ien KHALLIKAN, vol. ii., p. 138.
I8N KHALDON, vol. ii., p. 18¢. 5 RaOD EL KARTAS.



72 MUWAHHADI PERIOD [(Twelfth

between the falling and the rising dynasties, had again
split up into numerous petty states.* Henceforward the
Muwdhhadis were supreme, and, turning their attention
us2.  to their neighbours, they proceeded to invade
Algeria. Algiers, Constantine and Boéna yielded to their
uss.  arms,! which a few years afterwards won for
them Bougie, Tunis, Kairwdn, Stsa, Gabes, Sfax,
Mehediya,t Tripoli and Barka, the point at which the
160.  Moorish Empire touched its furthest limits.
Such were the glories of the reign of Abd el M@'min
el Ktimij—the son of a potter?—first Muwdhhadi ameer,
167.  who thereupon assumed the title of Ameer el
M@'minin.§ His patron the Mahdi had declared to
him: “Thou possessest in perfection all the qualities
. with which thou art endued, whence joy and
Lorsnaliy '  happiness for all of us. Thine are the smiling
mouth, the liberal hand, the noble soul, the

open countenance.”?
Fair, but with ruddy cheeks and dark eyes, shaded by

* “As at the overthrow of the Beni Ummeyya the provinces of their vast
empire had been parcelled out among their generals and governors, so now
every petty governor, chief, or man of influence who could command a few
followers and had a castle to retire to in case of need, styled himself sultan,
and assumed the other insignia of royalty. As the historian Ibn Khaldfin has
judiciously remarked, ‘Andallis afforded the singular spectacle of as many
kings as it possessed towns.’”*

* From the Sicilian Normans, who had held it since 1148.

I Ze.,, a member of the Klimiya, a tribe on the coast near Nemours
(Ghazdwit) in Algeria.

§ The Muwdhhadi ameers, in thus laying claim to the khalifate, adopted
the title “ Kholdfa er-Réshidin,” or “Orthodox Lieutenants,” a title usually
restricted to the first four khalifas, The title Ameer el M{/minin—
“Commander of the Faithful,” or rather “Prince of the Believers”—
corrupted to “ Miramolin” by medieval writers, was adopted by *Omar on
succeeding to the khalifate as preferable to the alternative—* Successor of
the Successor of the Prophet of God,” z.e., successor to Abu Bakr.?

1 EL MAKKARI, lc. 2 Isn KHALLIKAN, vol. ii., pp. 182-3.
3 Ibid., l.c., p. 183 ; also KArRTAs and ABp EL. WAuHID.

4 Ev MAKKARI, bk. viii., chap. ii., p. 309.

5 1IN KHALLIKAN, vol. iil., p 632; and IeN KHALDON.
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long lashes, with an aquiline nose and a plentiful beard ;
tall of stature, and a great horseman,! Abd el M{d'min was
the beau idéal of his warriors. At the same time, as
strictly religious, as a student, and withal a poet;
sympathetic, and endowed with a persuasive voice? he
secured the warm support of the bigoted lettered class.
His unbiassed judgment and untiring energy enabled him
to earn the love and admiration of all. Throughout
victorious, he lived through insurrection and intrigue to
the age of sixty-three, when he was still described by
a contemporary writer® as “an aged man of upright
stature, with a large head, dark eyes, bushy beard, and
callous hands; tall even when seated; with teeth of the
purest white, and a mole on his right cheek.” Outside
1163. Salli, on the point of invading Spain, surrounded
by the largest army he had ever gathered,* “death,” says
a native writer,* “whose fierce blows spare neither great
nor small, surprised him.”
Of Abd el M&'min’s administration there remain
abundant traces. To him was due the building of
Reignor Gibraltar, which he re-named »in vain the
Adtd et Mamin, “ Mount of Victory” (Jebel el Fatah). Here
16l his engineers erected the existing castle (now
the military prison) and the windmill® which has lent its
name to a prominent site. In Africa he founded the new
mssa150.  town of Tlemgen, close to the old, and re-built
Mequinez. All the mosques, walls and fortresses throughout
his empire were by his order repaired, while the aqueduct
of Salli also dates from his reign.® But the walls of Ceuta

* According to El Makkdri?” he had mustered three hundred thousand
Arabs and Zandtd from his Algerian and Tunisian provinces, and a hundred
and eighty thousand Moorish volunteers.

1 Raop EL KARTAS, p. 288. 2 ABp EL WAHHID, p. 142 (1892, p. 275).
3 Quoted by IsN KHALLIKAN, vol. ii., p. 184. 4 EL MAKKARI.
5 EL MAKKARI, bk. viii., p. 315. 6 Ra0OD EL KARTAS, pp. 378-9.

7 Bk. viii., chap. ii., p. 317.



74 MUWAHHADI PERIOD [ Twelftr:

were razed because its people had revolted against him.
He was the first to make a complete tithe survey, from
Barka to Wd4d Nan?! between which points the roads for
once became secure. After an attempt on his life, rendered

THE MOORISH CASTLE, GIBRALTAR

fruitless by the self-sacrifice of a noble servitor, his own
tribe furnished him with a bodyguard of forty thousand
men, but his less fortunate wazeer was given poison in
milk.?

For his expeditions to Spain and Tunis he equipped a
large fleet, no less than four hundred vessels being furnished

1 Ra0p EL KARTAS, p. 281. 2 Ibud., p. 283.
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at once by Tangier, Ceuta, the Rif ports, and O'ran, to
which Spain added eighty.! One thing which did much
to endear him to his people was his care to recompense
all who had succoured him or his patron while poor and
unknown, and a lasting memento of his dynasty is the
expression with which he ordered his epistles to be
headed, “ Praise be to the only God!”? which it is still
the custom to use in Morocco.
Immediately before his death Abd el M'min nominated
as his successor his son Mohammed, who was easily
supplanted by his brother Yfsef, since he
Reignof Yusef L. was addicted to drink, and suffered from a
HEI8: ) oathsome disease Yisef confided ‘the ad-
ministration of Spain to another brother, ‘Omar, until he
had thoroughly remodelled that of the Maghrib. He
ur.  then crossed over to Europe, and transferred
his court to Seville,* where he ordered the erection of
the great mosque and the aqueduct from Carmonal
With the exception of Toledo, all the possessions which
the Franks had taken from the Muslims were recovered.
180. Ten years later he extended his empire by an
expedition to Tunisia, taking Gabes, where there had
been an insurrection® A few years afterwards he lost
uss.  his life while besieging Santarem, in Portugal.
Yakab I, his son, thirty-two years of age, was chosen at
once to succeed him, and was proclaimed by the army.”
Yosef II. was one of the wisest and best of the
Moorish ameers, a great student,* noble-minded, and

* Especially of medicine and philosophy. He knew the Kor’dn and the
Sahih el Bokhdri by heart,® and he was a great collector of books. Aristotle
and Plato were among his classics.? The great kddi Mohammed ibn er-Rushd

1 Ra6Dp EL KARTAS, p. 2843 IBN KHALDON, vol. ii.

2 Iy KHALDON, vol. ii. See 7%e Moors, chap. xviii.

3 IeN KHALLIKAN, vol. iv., p. 474. 4 B Maxxk4Ri, bk. viii;, chap. iii.

5 1bid., p. 319. 6 ABp EL WAHHID, p. 182 (1892, p. 382).
7 IBN EL ATHIR, vol. ii., p. 288. 8 IsN KHALLIKAN, vol. iv., p. 47 .

9 ABp EL WAHHID, p. 170.
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generous. The special feature of his administration was
his delegation of power to provincial governors, whom he
had the knack of choosing well. The taxes he received
from Ifrikiya loaded one hundred and fifty mules,! and
a like amount was received from Seville,*2 besides what
was derived from Bougie, Tlemgen, and Morocco. During
u.  his reign there appeared in Barbary a new race,
which was thereafter to play an important part in the
eastern provinces, the Turks, who, however, never managed
to secure a foothold in Morocco or Spain, although they
were employed in the militia of the Moors, together with
Spaniards, Greeks and other foreigners.?®
With the exceptions of Mulai Idrees and Mulai Ismail,
no other Moorish ameer is so well known to Europeans,
at least by name, as the prince whose reign
Yakib ol Mansir. ywas  now inaugurated before Santarem, ‘to
11841195, . .
whom his followers gave the title of Kl
Manstir—“the Victorious.” His father’s unusually wise
administration, coupled with his still more exceptional
policy of employing his son as a wazeer or minister,
had given him an admirable training* and his able
hand was felt at once. He was a tall, good-looking
man, of light brown complexion, with ample limbs, wide
mouth, loud voice, and large, dark eyes, clad always
in simple wool, “the most veracious of men, and the
most elegant in language,”® just, even when the interests
of his own family suffered thereby. His motto was “Ala
Allah Tatkalt”—“In God have I trusted.”f Like so many

(Averroes) was among the learned men he drew to his court : he died there in
1199 under Yékiib el Manslir, who had a few years previously imprisoned him
for literally translating a passage which referred to Venus as a goddess.®
* Gold coins were, however, struck in Mohammed’s name.
1 Cf. the motto on the edge of some U.S.A. dollars.
1 ABp EL WAnHID, 1892, p. 385. 2 IBN KHALLIKAN, vol. iv., p. 475.

3 App EL WAHHID, p. 248. 4 7bid., p. 189.
2 12
5 IBN KHALLIKAN, vol. iv., p. 353. 6 ABD EL WAHH!D and IsN KHALDON.
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other Morocco rulers, he was the son of a Christian
slave.!

According to custom, two of his brothers and one of

Photograph by Herbert White, Esq.
THE KUTUBIYA TOWER AT MARRAKESH

his uncles were killed lest they might prove rivals.? A
much more reassuring omen for his reign was the distri-
bution of no less than one hundred thousand golden
dindrs from the treasury, the opening of all prison doors,

1 ABD EL WAHHID. See chap. x., p. 203, note. 1%id. (1893, p. 205.)
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and a general reparation of outstanding injustices.! These
measures introduced a’ method of government so wise,
that it is recorded that while Yaktb el Manslr reigned
a woman could travel alone in safety from Wid Nin to
Barka.? The same writer says that “he was the greatest
of the Muwdhhadi kings; the most magnanimous in every
respect. His government was excellent; he added to the
treasury; he increased his power; his actions were those
of a famous sovereign; his religion was deep,* and he did
much good to the Muslimin. May God have mercy on
him by His grace, His kindness and His generosity, for
He is pitiful, and loves to pardon.”

“In the days of Yak(b,” says another African historian,
“conquests succeeded each other without interruption.”?
After establishing his rule in Morocco, he made a successful

uge-7.  expedition against the Murdbti chieftain Ali
ibn Ghanid, who had escaped from Majorca, and had set
up his standard in Tunis. But urgent matters
in Morocco demanding a hasty return, he
accomplished the overland journey from Bougie
to Tlemcen in seventeen days.*’

A few years earlier the Fdtimis of Egypt had been
overthrown by “Saladin,”t who had established the

umn, nsr. Mamelukes in their stead. Now, having taken

Tunisian
Campaign.

* Yakiib’s piety was manifested not only by his love of justice, which he
would constantly administer personally, though on occasion giving the
bastinado to anyone bringing before him a trivial question, but by his
strictness at public prayer five times a day, at which he revived the practice
of the orthodox khalifas of presiding as imdm : those who did not attend
were flogged; those who drank wine were executed. All decisions were
ordered to be based on the Kor’dn itself, not on the opinions of commentators,
according to general custom. It was E1 Mansfir who introduced the recitation
of the B’ism Illah, ‘‘In the Name of God,” before the F4tiha, or opening
chapter of the Kor'dn.?

+ Ydsef ibn Aiyfib, surnamed Salah ed-Din, or, “ Soundness of Religion.”

1 Isn KHALDON, vol. ii., p. 207. 2 Raop EL KARTAS.

3 EL MakkA4Ri, bk. viii., chap. iii. 4 Asp EL WAHHID, 1893, p. 38.
5 IBN KHALLIKAN, vol. iv., p. 343. (See DE SLANE's Notes.)
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Jerusalem from the Crusaders, the great Saracen leader
was desirous of Yakib’s assistance by sea in his projected
attacks on Acre, Tyre, and Tripoli (Syria). Accordingly
Embassy o D€ sent to Morocco an embassy with many
“ Saladin.” valuable presents, including two fine Kor'dns,
1189 or 1191. balm, aloes, ambergris, musk, and other spices,
gold - embroidered saddles, Arab bows and Indian
lances! But the envoy was accredited to the Ameer
el Muslimin —“Prince of the Resigned,” not to the
Ameer el M&'minin,2 so all was in vain, Though
kindly received, he went back without having attained
his object. Yakdb even contemplated invading Egypt
himself, “with a view to the suppression of the heresies
and other abominations” that flourished there3 Never-
theless, a fleet of a hundred and eighty vessels was
subsequently despatched to Syria to the assistance of
the Saracens.®
But the triumphs of Yakab’s reign were his expeditions
to Europe. As a place of embarkation he rebuilt at the
110, 1191. narrowest part of the Straits the Kasar
Masmida, since known as El Kasar es-Saghir, long in
ruins. These preliminaries were interrupted by preparations
for another Eastern campaign, and a five years’ truce was
concluded with the Spaniards. This was in its turn set
1e¢.  aside in its fourth year by reason of news from
Spain that the Franks were collecting an army,* and a
second invasion was ordered.
The two hosts met on the field of El Arcos, near
Calatrava,t where “the engagement began by champions
sallying forth to encounter their adversaries in single

* A corruption of the word Sharkeein, *Easterns,” or “Levanters,”
inapplicable therefore to the Moors of Morocco or Spain.
1 A corruption of Kal4at er-Rabdt—* The Camp Fort.”
1 IeN KHALDON, vol. ii., p. 208.

2 IpN KHALLIKAN, vol. iv., p. 344 ; ABD EL WAHHID, p. 209 (1893, p. 48).
3 Jbid., p. 206 (1893, p. 48). 4 IeN KHALDON, vol. ii., p. 208.
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. combat, whilst the armies kept their ground.!

Victory of Eg;”‘”' At length the issue was joined. Yakib rose
from his sick bed and collected one force

round the royal tent to focus the attack, while he with

a larger force swooped down upon the foe from another
direction, carrying all before him.2 Sixty thousand coats
of mail, historians state, were secured for the treasury, and
five thousand prisoners were exchanged,® while the enemy’s
total loss was one hundred and forty-six thousand.** The
total number carried captive to Morocco to work on
Yakb’s great buildings has been given as thirty or forty
thousand. One of three acts for which he expressed regret
on his death-bed was the liberation of these captives, and
their formation into a separate tribe} since he feared lest
they might re-commence the war. The other acts which
troubled him at death were the waste of money over this
unfinished town, and the introduction of wandering Arabs
from Ifrikiya® As it was, he made yet a third invasion,
u97.  his last great step, for he died in the same year

as our Richard “Cceur de Lion,” who had been opposing
“Saladin” in Palestine. The still existing monuments of
[ Yakab el Manslr are among the most re-
Monuments. markable in either Morocco or Spain. In
8. GQeville the date of his accession was marked

by the foundation of the great mosque tower, now known
as the Giralda.t Two sister towers of kindred design

* The value of the spoils on such an occasion may well be believed to be,
as El Makkdri describes it, incredible, for it included fifty thousand tents,
eighty thousand horses, one hundred thousand mules, and four hundred
thousand baggage asses. A captive was sold for a dirham, a horse for five,
and an ass for one—facts more eloquent by far than doubtful native statistics.
Cf. 1 Sam. xxi. II.

t This was designed by Ahmad ibn Basa and Abu D4tid Jaldl ibn Jalddsin,”
though some have given the architect’s name as Guever or Weber,

1 Ien KHALLIKAN, vol. v., p. 340. 2 EL MAKKARI, bk. viii., chap. iii.

3 IBN KHALDON. 4 EL MAKKARI, Le. 5 See chap. xv. 6 RaoODp EL KARTAS.
7 1BN SAHIB ES-SALAT, ap. EL MAKRKARI, bk. viii., p. 319.
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were erected across the Straits, the Kttbiya of Marrdkesh,
and the Hasan tower of Rabdt, but the latter was never
finished. The two which were completed were surmounted
by a series of gilded metal globes, trophies from the spoils
of El Arcos. The gilding of one set alone is said to have
required one hundred thousand gold dindrs.!
Rabat itself is one of Yaktb’s monuments, for on his
return from the East he there pitched his camp, calling the
197 town into which he transformed it? Ribdt el
Fdtih, “ Camp of Victory,” in accordance with a prophecy
of Ibn Ttmart the Mahdi, who had said that after the
Muwdhhadis had built themselves a capital they should
have victory. The plan is said to have been copied from
that of Alexandria,® whence its wide, straight streets, so
unlike those of the majority of Moorish towns. Most of
his cities were embellished with mosques, hospitals, and
schools; Marrdkesh in particular was endowed with a
special hospital, richly furnished, with abundance of water
and trees, to which the ameer himself paid a visit each
uss.  Friday after noon prayers.*¢ The same city
owes to him the development of its underground water
supply.®
When he “received the visit of death” at Salli, and was
buried with his father and his grandfather at Tinmdlalt,
his subjects were so loth to believe it, that he
F“t"’}’fEllﬂlg‘;"m" was declared to have departed on a pilgrimage
to Mekka from which he never returned.
A century later a tomb was shown with pride near the
village of Mijddl in Coelo-Syria as that of “Ameer Yakiib
of the Maghrib,”¢ but “ this,” remarks El Makkdri, on the

* One is reminded of the Arab proverb, “ No palm-grove flourishes which
does not daily hear the voice of its owner.”
1 Ra0p EL KARTAS. 2 [bid.
3 IsN KHALLIKAN, vol. iv., p. 341 ; ABD EL WAuH{D, p: 195 (1893, p. 28).
4 ABp EL WAyHID, p. 209.
5 Raop EL KARTAs. See e Land of the Moors, chap. xvi.
6 IBN KHALLIKAN, vol. iv., p. 341.

G
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authority of an earlier writer]! “is one of the tales of the
vulgar, who were in love with their king” A higher
testimony could not be desired, but equally touching was
his last expressed wish, that he might be buried beside
a highway, that the passing travellers might pray for him.?
Alas for human wishes! Yakab’s body, together with
those of his predecessors, was exhumed and dishonoured?
195. by the dynasty which Abd el Hakk el Marini
was even now establishing.
The first shock of reverses in Spain was received by
El Mans(r’s successor, his son by a Christian slave?*
19.  Mohammed I1I.,,surnamed En-Ndsir li Din Allah
—*“the Victor in the Religion of God.” In Tunisia he had
been victorious over the Murdbti remnant, but he lacked
his father’s talents, and failed to win the love of his troops.*
Therefore, when near Puerto Real,t or, as the Arabs call
Defeat of “Las it, E1 *Okdb, they found themselves confronted
Navas de Totose. With a formidable Spanish army, the Moorish
22 troops deserted on account of arrears of pay.
The Franks were thus enabled to win the overwhelming
victory which they know as “Las Navas de Tolosa.” {?
The one other notable fact of En Ndsir’s reign is the
petition for help which reached him from the hard-pressed
John of England, who is alleged to have offered to accept

* The Black Guards were already in existence at this time.6

1 Whence centuries later the great Armada was to set out for England

I Of six hundred thousand Moors, it is said that only one thousand escaped,
Morocco being left almost depopulated. “ This defeat may be regarded as the
real cause of the subsequent decline of the Maghrib and Andalfis. . . . In
the consequent decline of their Empire the Moorish princes came at length not
only to hire the enemy’s troops, but to surrender to the Christian kings the .
fortresses of the Muslims, that they might secure their aid against each other.
At last the Andalusian chieftains and the descendants of the line of the
Beni Ummeyya united together and expelled them from the country.””

1 ABU SHAREEF EL GHARNATI. 2 IeN KHALLIKAN, vol. iv., p. 342.
3 IsN KHALDON, vol. iv., p. 83; EN-NA4sIr, vol. ii., p. 21.
4 Asp EL WAHHID, p. 225: 5 EL MAKKARTI, bk. viii., chap. iii.

6 EL MAKKARI, p. 225. 7 Ibid., l.c.
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Ramon Almela, Photo., Seville

THE GIRALDA TOWER AT SEVILLE
(Cir. 1184 A.C.)
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Mohammed, and to hold his kingdom in fief
;Z‘Zif”’” from the Moors, if by their aid successful

against his barons. It seems that, having
been excommunicated by Innocent III., he
had to look outside the pale of Christendom for help,
and despatched to Morocco Thomas Hardington, Ralph
Fitznicholas, and “Robert of London,” a priest. They
were received after passing through a suite of apartments
and hedges of guards. They found the ameer reading,
and on the presentation of John’s letter he inquired as to
the population and strength of his kingdom and as to
his personal physique and character. Then he had a
private talk with Robert, the bearer of this remarkable
offer, who on his return was made abbot of St. Albans.!
How far John seriously thought of going, or how far the
priestly envoy was authorised, it is impossible now to
decide; but it appears, from “Matthew of Paris,”? who
alone records the event, that the proposal that John should
change his creed was scouted with disdain, though this is
hardly the manner in which a Muslim potentate might be
expected to take so momentous an offer. The Pope,
who understood that a “king of Salli” was willing to
acknowledge the claims of Christ and himself, acted very
differently.*

In the year which followed his defeat at El ’Okdb,
En-Ndsir was slain by his own guards, while roaming in
disguise in his park at Marrdkesh. His death
was a signal for the breaking up of the Empire.
Spain had already all but slipped from him, and
in Fez, as soon as he was gone, Abd El Hakk was
enthroned, and the reign of the Beni Marin had begun.

1209.

A Divided Enpire.
1213.

* See chapter xv.

1 MATTHEW OF PARIS, Hist., pp. 205, 206 ; Ann. Waverl., p. 176; Lives or the Abbots
of St. Albans, p. 1044. .

2 ROHRBACHER, vol. xvil., p. 333. See also LINGARD, Hist. & Angleterre, Paris, 1834,
vol. iii., p. 37; and GODARD, p. 338.
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In Marrdkesh he was succeeded by Yisef IIL., his son,*
misnamed El Mustansir b’Illaht— About-to-conquer-in
God "—for though a handsome and eloquent man, he was
without energy, and never stirred from the metropolis.
Christian Missions. 1t was in this reign that Francis of Assisi first
1214 sent Christian missionaries to Morocco, that the
1220,  first were martyred, and that a bishopric was
1223.  established at Marrdkesh.] While Yasef III
“indulged himself the shadow of empire diminished.
On his death a son of Yasef II., Abd el Wdhad I., was
selected to inherit the throne, as being advanced in years
1228 and wisdom, but was found disappointing, so
after nine months he was put to death by strangulation.§*
He is known as El Makhloowi—“the Un-nerved,” or
“Deserted.” Meanwhile Abd Allah II. (El Addil—the
Just”), a son of Yak(b el Mansir, had raised a rival
standard in Murcia, where he was soon overcome by the
122¢  Spaniards. When crossing to Morocco to
enforce his claim there, he left his brother Idrees as
lieutenant in Seville. But here he met with poor welcome,
1226.  although Yéhya V., a son of En-Ndsir, who was
proclaimed, proved “a youth without experience, and
totally incapable of conducting affairs.”?
So Idrees III. was able to secure the throne,—which he
1227 ascended under the name of El Mdmn—*“the
Trustworthy,”—but only to see his Spanish dominions
Furapean slip from his grasp. With the help of European
Mercenaries. mercenaries whom he had introduced, his Chris-
122, tian wife was able, on his death, to proclaim
* Abd el W4hhid® and Ibn Khaldin* say that he too was the son of a
Christian, but from this the Kartds differs.
+ Given in Radd el Kartds as El Muntasir, ‘‘ The Conqueror.”
T See chapter xv.

§ His head was held under water in the palace by the rebels, after which he
was strangled with a turban,

1 IBN KHALLIKAN, vol. iv., p. 346. 2 EL MAKKARI
3 p. 237. 4 vol. ii., p. 227.
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her son, Abd el Wdhad II. (Er-Rasheed I.), at Ceuta,*
which the Genoese were about to attack. There Rasheed
unsuccessfully besieged for three months a rival brother
who was assisted by Ibn Had, the ameer of Saragossa.
12422 For a moment he revived the fallen hopes of his
house by restoring the Mahdi’s name to the proclamation
at Friday prayers.i! but he was drowned in a tank in
his park at Marrdkesh before he had time to accomplish
much. His brother, Ali IV, es-Said (El Moatadid
—“the Sustained”), who followed, had had to suffer the
1245.  loss of Mequinez, and was killed on his way to
besiege Tlemgen.
A grandson of Ysef II, who succeeded, 'Omar 1.
1248.  (El Mortada—*the Acceptable”), saw Fez lost.
The Beni Marin were by this time fairly established,
The Last f e @0 the last Muwdhhadi ameer, Idrees IV.
Muwdlhadis. (El Wathik—*“the Confident,” or Abu Dabbis
%6 _«He of the Club ”)—descended from Abd
el M&'min by a different line—who with their assistance
drove his predecessor out of Marrdkesh, was himself
1269.  slain when that city was taken by Yaktb IIL,
the fifth of the Beni Marin ameers. This fate was
incurred because Abu Dabblis refused to share his

* By a tax levied in Marrdkesh she raised five hundred thousand
dindrs of gold for their pay. They were afterwards cut to pieces by
Ydhya's army.

+ That Ibn Khaldfin is mistaken in supposing that El Mdmn had repudiated
the Mahdi in favour of the Baghddd khalifas is shown by the Mahdi’s name
appearing on his coins, (See Brit. Mus. Cat. of Coins, S. LANE POOLE.)
It was only in 1229, according to El Makkdri, that the Mahdi’s name
was omitted from the Friday prayers and the coins, In the mosque
El Mdmfn himself preached “Call not Ibn Tfmart the innocent imim
(mAsim), but rather say that he is blood-stained (madmfim): there is no
other Mahdi than Jesus.” The Berber reference to the Mahdi in the
call to prayer was omitted at the same time, as also the ‘“Rise and
Praise God.”3

1 IeN KHALLIRAN, vol. ii., p. 348. 2 EL MAKKARI, l.c.
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dominions with Yakb according to treaty.! So came
to an end Morocco’s greatest dynasty, after a space of one
hundred and fifteen years.*

SOME MOORISH MAHDIS

Morocco, in common with most Mohammedan lands, has had its share of
soi-disant Mahdis. Among these may be mentioned a M{idhdhen of Tlemgen
who, in the year 851, took upon himself to propagate numerous
innovations in Mohammedan practice, such as forbidding to cut
the hair or nails, or to wear ornaments, acts which he regarded
as either detracting from, or adding to, the work of the Almighty. Many
proselytes in Africa and Spain adopted his teaching, but he was eventually
crucified by the ameer of Andalucia, exclaiming, “Will you kill a man
because he says, ‘Gop is my Lord’?” Half a century later Ifrikiya was
subjugated by a more successful Mahdi—’Obeid Allah, founder of the Fdtimi
Dynasty—who took Fez by assault, and then Sajilmdsa, but as his steps were
turned towards Egypt, of which he became master in 960, his history passed
away from Morocco. Yet it is important to notice that he is erroneously
credited with having been the first to coin money in this country.?

Another man—one Hameem-—set up as a prophet in 936 in Ghomdra, and
obtained a goodly following. He appointed two hours of prayer only—sunrise
and sunset—instead of the usual five, three prostrations to be
made each time, weeping, with the hands between the head and
the floor. At the commencement the worshipper exclaimed, “Deliver me
from sin, O Thou who givest eyes to see the Universe. Deliver me from sin,
O Thou who drewest Jonah from the stomach of the fish, and Moses from the
flood.”® To the ordinary confession was added, “And I believe in Hameem,
and in his companion, Abu Ikhl4f, and I believe in 7aéfa, aunt of Hameem.
Fasts were to be observed on I'uesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, during ten
days of Ramaddn, and ten of Shoowdl. A fine of three bullocks was to be
paid for eating on Thursday, and two for eating on Tuesday. Pilgrimage and
certain purifications were abolished, and sows were permitted as food, but
eggs, the heads of animals and other things, were prohibited. The fate of

A Remarkable
Reformer.

Hameen: EL Mahd:.

* The gold coins of this dynasty are remarkable for their profusion of
genealogical information, for their large area, though thin, and the invariable
absence of dates. Most of the successors of Abd el M{'min stated on their
coins ‘‘El Mahdi Imdm el Ammah—The Mahdi is the Imdm of the
People,” as well as the special motto of their sect, **El Hamdu I'Illah
Wahadahu—Praise be to the Only God,” which has obtained so firm a hold
in Morocco,

1 EL MAKKARI 2 Ra0Dp EL KARTAS. 3 Kor'an, s, xl., v. 29.
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this Mahdi was crucifixion at El Kasar Masm(da, and his head was sent to
Cérdova.l

During the Muwdhhadi Period, as if to distinguish himself from Ibn T{im4rt

one Mohammed ibn H{id assumed the kindred title of E1 H4di, “ the Director.”

Rivals of He was successful in inducing the people of Salli to support his

Uid ol Mitmin. ~ Claims—Tfor which they suffered the loss of their walls at the

hands of Abd el M{'min—and although he obtained a large

following in Sfis and Central Morocco, he was overthrown by the Muwdhhadis.

Under Abd el M{'min also there arose an unsuccessful Mahdi in western

Spain, who was betrayed in his castle of Mertola and brought over to Morocco

to the ameer, who asked what he meant by setting up as the Mahdi. “ Are

there not two dawns, sire?”” he replied—* the false and the true? I was the
false ”—an answer which procured his pardon.?

1 Raop EL KARTAS. 2 Ap EL WAHHID, p. 150 (1892, p. 286).



CHAPTER THE SIXTH

THE CONTRACTION OF EMPIRE

(BENI MARIN PERIOD)

1213-1524

GRAPHIC account of the origin and incoming

of the new masters of Morocco is to be found in

the “Radd el Kartds,” compiled about the

Ziif: Marin middle of their period. Once again, as in the
days of the Lamttna, a Berber horde poured

over the Atlas, “like the rain, or the stars, or the locusts,
for number.” This time they belonged to the great rival
clan of Zanita, yet nevertheless claimed descent from
the Arabs by way of Goliath!'* Every year, to seek the
pasture of the North, they came from their desert home
between Tafildlt and Z4b in southern Algeria, where they
acknowledged no ameer, and knew no coinage or taxes,
their property consisting only of horses, camels, and
slaves.? In the time of YAak(b el Manstr they had

* Among the quaint conceits which have been grafted on to Moorish history
was the suggestion that ‘‘los reyes Beni Merines, Seigneurs d’Afrique,” were
descended fiom the Genoese family of Marini, which formed the theme of
a publication at Naples in 1626, Origen y descendencia de los reyes Beni
Merines.” Federico de Federici, author of Famzglie che sono state en Genova
prima dell’anno, 1525,% says: ¢‘ Giacomo de Marini went to Ceuta in 1233 as
ambassador, and remained there, leaving descendants.” These were spoken of
by Leo Africanus as residing at Salli in the beginning of the sixteenth century,
and Graberg says that Moorish traditions connect these with the Beni Marin !4

1 Ra6p EL KARTAS, p. 397. 2 Jbid., p. 400. 3 vol. ii., p. 154. 4 p. 324.
; 8o
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u9s.  furnished a contingent at the battle of El Arcos.
12122 But when, after the battle of “Las Navas” they
found the most fertile plains deserted, the Muwdhhadi
kings given over to wine, to luxury and to effeminacy,! a
weakling at the helm, and the Empire in a state of chaos,
they took counsel among themselves, and invaded Morocco.

Their leader was a trusted chief, the son of their general
at El Arcos, Abd el Hakk, who had already gained a
reputation for his virtuous piety, his generosity,
and his sanctity—his cap, his slippers, and the
water wherein he had washed being credited
with miraculous powers? After some preparation they
entered Morocco by the Wad Taldgh route, and near Wad

1216.  N’kér in the Rif routed the Muwdhhadi army

1217 which had been sent against them. Next year
Abd el Hakk was slain beside the Sebt, while fighting
a host of Muwdhhadi Arabs, whom his followers swore
théy would vanquish ere they buried their chief; they
kept their vow.?

Although their leaders had, as usual, to assume a
pious attitude, this was no religious movement, but a
typical invasion of nomads. It took place simultaneously

1216.  with the accession of our Henry IIIL, while in
India the foundations of the Afghan Empire were being
laid, and in Tartary Jenghis Khdn was setting out on his
victorious career.

’Othmdn 1., surnamed Abu Said I, the son of Abd el

1217 Hakk, succeeded his father, and carried on the
contest for twenty-three years, until he was stabbed by

1240. a renegade in his service* His brother
Mohammed IV. (Abu Marraf) followed, but he was killed

124¢.  ina great battle near Fez% by a European officer
in the Muwdhhadi army:.

The Invading
Leader.

1 Ra6p L KARTAs, p. 402. 2 1bid., p. 406. 3 [bid., p. 408; EN-N4siry, vol. ii., p. 4.
4+ Ra0D EL KARTAS, p. 411; EN-NAsIrI, vol. ii., p. 5. 5 Ra0OD EL KARTAS.
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BENI MARIN INVASION 9r

By this
time the
Muwdhhadi
authority
had become
restricted to
the towns}!
and in the
eastern por-
tion of Mo-
rocco it had
quite dis-
appeared
before  the
Beni Marin,
as the in-
vaders were
called. In

From Harvis' ““ Tafilet”
SHEIKH'S HOUSE AT ZARKTAN
(North End of the Glawi Pass in the Atlas)

Tunis the Hafsi khalifas, an offshoot of the Muwdhhadis,
12%0.  had thrown off the Moorish yoke, and to them

1 Ra6p EL KARTAS, p. 411,
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at the outset the Beni Marin paid allegiance! At one
time it was even probable that Morocco would henceforth
be ruled from Tunis Not only was Tlemcen seized by the
1242.  Hafsi ameer, but Seville, and later Valencia and
Murcia, acknowledged his supremacy. Tangier, Ceuta, El
Kasar, Mequinez, and Tafildlt also proclaimed the khalifa
1244, of Tunis, although, led by an unsuccessful rebel,
Ibn el Ameer,? Tangier soon after declared for the Abbdsi
1246, khalifa of the eastern or “Saracen” Empire.
Plemgon Dynasty In Tlemcen a Zandta Berber, Yaghmorasan,* as
Established. the first of the Beni Zeeydn or Abd el Wahadi
1235. dynasty, was establishing an independent State.
But so successfully did the Beni Marin maintain their
footing against Tlemgen on the one side, and Marrakesh
on the other, that they were enabled to refuse to re-
cognise the Hafsi suzerainty.
Under the third son of Abd el Hakk, Abu Bakr—
famous for his power of hurling a lance with each hand
1245.  at once®—first Mequinez, and then the northern
ZZ;ZZZ?ZM , metropolis of Fez, fell into their hands. Mequinez
1248.  temporarily reverted to the Muwdhhadis* and
Ali IV. (es-Said, surnamed El Modatadid, “The Sus-
tained ), who ruled at Marrdkesh, offered to make peace
with the Beni Marin on condition that they would furnish
five hundred horsemen wherewith to fight Yaglimorasan
1248.  and retake Tlemgen. The offer was accepted, but
on the death of Es-Said Abu Bakr again seized Mequinez
1249. and retook Fez, which had been restored to its
former owner by Shadid, the officer in command of the
foreign mercenaries® Securing Tdza on his way, Abu

* Sometimes written ‘‘Ghamarasan.” For the history of this dynasty see
the work of Et-Tenesi, translated by the Abbé Barges.

1 Isn KHALDUN. 2 EL MAKKARI, p. 346.
3 Ra0OD EL KARTAS. 4 IeN KHALDON, vol. iv.
5 Ra0OD EL KARTAS, p. 420.
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Bakr marched against Tlemgen, and defeated
Frst Barrs, g’*b" Yaghmorasan by the river of Isly, near the
" spot where six centuries later the Moors were
18¢¢.  beaten by the French. Secure in the northern
1251 kingdom, the Beni Marin took Rabat and Salli,
1285. conquered Tafildlt, whence they drove Yagh-
1257 morasan, pushing onward to subdue the Draa.
For a time the constant plotting of the Tunisian Hafsis to
obtain control! was a hindrance, but their efforts met with
no lasting success, and at length the Beni Marin reigned
supreme. Abu Bakr's eventful rule of fourteen years was
1258.  closed by his death at Fez, and Yakab II., his
brother, fourth son of Abd el Hakk, was proclaimed in the
same year in which the Tartars conquered Baghddd and
overthrew the Abbési khalifas.

From Sas to Oojda, near the Algerian frontier, the
new monarch held undisputed sway. In Marrdkesh there

1248.  still reigned a Muwédhhadi prince, ‘Omar I. (el
Mortada), who paid him tribute, but his successor,

1266.  Idrees I'V. (el Withik), was the last Muwdhhadi
rival of the Beni Marin.

Yakab II (bin Abd el Hakk)* is one of the few ameers
of Morocco who have left a name for a just administration,
. ... and for philanthropic undertakings, such as the

Reign of Yakub IL, . . .
binAbd e Hakk. establishment of retreats for the sick, the blind,

1258-1286. the insane and the leprous.? He spent a third
of the night in the study of the Kor'dn, followed by prayers
until daybreak. Philosophy and morals were studied until
ten, when, after further prayers, official correspondence
and audiences took their turn. Although an absolute
ruler, independent even of his ministers, he was considerate

* As this ameer—or, as En-Ndsiri styles him, this sultan®—was surnamed

El Mansfir, care must be taken not to confound him with his greater predecessor
of that name, in emulation of whom the surname was doubtless adopted.

1 En-N4siri, vol. ii., pp. 6-10. 2 RA6D EL KARTAS, pp. 426, 428.
3 vol. ii., p.10.
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of all, and always opened the conversation to encourage
those who came to him.! He had moreover much friendly
intercourse with Europe.
On one occasion the river at Salli was so full of foreign
ships that there were said to be more strange sailors* there
than resident natives, so during Ramaddn the
Foreign Ri;‘;go”s' foreigners seized the town, entering by a
" breach in the wall, though after fourteen days
the Moors retook it.t? Perhaps this was the prime cause of
1261.  an invasion of Spain in the following year, when
Malaga and the district between it and Algeciras were
subdued. But Morocco was still restless, and an attempt
1267.  upon Marrdkesh was frustrated by a rear attack
on the part of Yaghmorasan. Having obtained help from
Yahya dbu Zakarfa, the Hafsi ameer of Tunis—who
himself had designs on Morocco? and was willing to
make use of the Beni Marin—Yakdb marched against
1268.  Yaghmorasan with success, and then returned
to the siege of Marrdkesh. This time he achieved his
Fxtinction of e €14, and crushed the Muwdhhadi power* for
Muwdlhadi. ever. The Rif, however, was not yet at peace,
269 and nomad Arabs drawn thence supported by
the Shabdnat tribe,} raised a revolt in Sis, which was
1270.  quelled the following year. Ceuta, the Rifian
capital, with its arsenal and dockyard built by Yakab el
Manstir, was governed by the fakih Ibn el Azfi? who,
though he had been appointed by ‘Omar el Mortada,
agreed to pay tribute to the Beni Marin. Tangier, which
had foermerly been subject to Ceuta, and was at this time
1266. independenlt, was surprised and captured by the

* En-Ndsiri attributes this brief success to Spaniards, vol. ii., p. 10.
t A decade later (1270) a descent was made by the foreigners on Laraiche,

which was all but destroyed, and its inhabitants massacred. I See p. 8o.
1 Rao6p eL KARTAS, p. 530. 2 IsNn KHALDON, vol. iv., p. 47:
3 1bid., l.c. 4 EN-NA4siIrg, vol. ii., p. 13.

5 IeN KHALDON, vol. iv., p. 65; RaOD EL KARTAS, p. 446 ; EN-NASIRI, vol. ii., p. 17.
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new rulers, but though it was unsuccessfully besieged by
1267.  Abu Madlek, it capitulated four years later to
1211 El Azfi, who was only able to hold it two years.
1273 Then Yakab was successful in besieging it, as he
was also against Ceuta, and Ibn el Azfi was made tributary.
Yaghmorasan had already been overcome in a second
171 battle of Isly, and Oojda had been entirely
1274, destroyed ; when, therefore, Tafildlt was finally
subjugated, the triumph of the Beni Marin was complete.
It was but natural that, under these circumstances, the
ameer should turn his attention to Spain. In twenty
Maring Inoasion SDiPS Provided by Ibn el Azfi he embarked next
o Spain. year with five thousand men! to invade that
2. country, and made up a camp which stretched
“from Tarifa to Algeciras,”? Tarifa and Ronda having
been entrusted to him already as centres of operation.
Ceuta, on the other hand, had fallen to the lot of the
king of Grandda. and in November of the previous year
1274, Yakib had gone in person to Barcelona,where he
made a treaty with lago I. of Aragon,? who undertook to
lend him ten ships and five hundred men for its recovery.*
On his return to Morocco Yaktb raised the most
durable monument of the Marin dynasty, the city of
Building of New Fez, or, as it was then known, “The White
New Fes. Town,” founded on the most propitious date
126.  that could be selected by the astrologers, and
planned by the ameer himself* In Mequinez, at the
same time, a citadel and mosque were built. But the
tribes: were weary of fighting, and would not listen to
the summons to another jehdd or religious war. It was
1217.  not until Yakab had again crossed the Straits

* See chapter xii., p. 241.
1 Isn KHALDUN, vol. iv., p. 76. 2 Ra0OD EL KARTAS, p. 450.

3 Mas Latrie’s Collection, pt. ii., p. 28s.
4 RaOD EL KARTAS, p. 460; IBN KHALDON, vol. iv., p. 84.
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with his army that the voluntary levies began to assemble.
When all were ready a campaign was opened against
Cérdova, and the country was raided up to the

‘j;}‘i’;ﬂg walls of Seville. There a battle was won by
the Wdd el Kabir (Guad-al-quivir¥®), or Great

River, and “behind their ramparts the Nazarenes struck
their heads in despair,”! glad to make peace through the
medium of an embassy of priests. After a single victory
we are told that eighteen thousand Christian heads were
piled into a pyramid, from which was uttered the summons
1278, to prayer.? Next year the governor of Malaga,

a rival of Ibn el Ahmar, ameer of Grandda,t, made over
his town to Yakab2? but by the formation of a coalition
between lbn el Ahmar, Yaghmorasan, and Alfonso X. of
Léon and Castille,{ that port was repurchased from the
governor at the price of fifty thousand dindrs, and the
Beni Marin were prevented from taking possession.*
Alfonso then proceeded to besiege Algeciras, but com-
munication with Gibraltar was maintained by pigeon post?®
until, by a united effort of the neighbouring Moorish ports,
1279. it was relieved. The fakih El Azfi, of Ceuta,

sent forty-five vessels, and so many of his
people volunteered, that of the males only
children, the old, and the sick, were left in the town.
Twelve more vessels were supplied by Almufieca in Spain,
and fifteen by Moorish ports. For four nights the people
. of Tangier, E]1 Kasar es-Saghir and Ceuta “prayed on
their ramparts with eyes and doors open,”® and, though
the Spanish vessels were crowded with men, “like crows

Reliey of Algecivas.

* Pronounced by the Spaniards ¢ Wéd al Kibir.”

1 In a measure tributary to Castille, for which he was obliged to furnish
troops.

I He under whom the Alphonsine astronomical tables had been drawn up.

1 RaoD EL KARTAS, p. 464. 2 Jbid., p. 456. 3 Ibid., p. 470.
4 71bid., p. 472. 5 Jbid., p. 474. 6 [bid., p. 476.

H
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on a hill-top,” they were defeated, and the town was
fortified afresh.
After a vain attempt on Yakab's part to come to
1282, terms with Yaghmorasan, the latter was routed.
Then, by a strange combination of circum-
stances, the way for the Beni Marin into Spain
was re-opened. The Infante Sancho—who afterwards bore
the title of Sancho IV., “the Great and Brave”— conspired
1284.  against his father Alfonso, who was driven to
seek help from his old foe, the Moorish ameer! This, as
Yakab wrote to Philip III. of France, he was pleased to
grant, “quite disinterestedly.”? His method of showing
his disinterestedness was by invading Andalucia as might
a pestilence, everywhere burning the harvests, cutting down
the fig and olive trees, devastating the gardens, destroying
the dwellings, carrying off every portable object of value,
and massacring all the prisoners except the women and
children3 To Alfonso, however, he advanced one hundred
thousand pieces of gold on the security of his crown,
which a century later was still retained in the halls of
the Beni Marin* Then the Muslims marched all night,
without ceasing to chant the praises of God and
Mohammed} “until the earth itself trembled.” The rebel
Sancho was surprised and overcome at Cdérdova.
Toledo and Madrid being likewise attacked, Malaga
1283.  was next besieged, but Ibn Ahmar, who had
been in league with Sancho, now sought an alliance with
the Moors, and together they raided the country
o hange g to Xeres. Sancho, utterly ruined, was fain to
submit, and was even induced to sue for pardon
in person, accepting what terms the ameer liked to impose.
These were that, as king of Léon and Castille—his father

Strange Coalitions.

1 Raop EL KARTAS, p. 485.

2 IeN KHALDON, vol iv., p. 106. See DE Lacy, Mémoires de I’ Académie des Inscriptions
et de Belles Lettres, vol ix. 3 Ra6p EL KARTAS, p. 501.

4 1N KHALDON, vol. iv., p. 107. 5 Raop L KARTAS, p. 507.
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128 had died in the interim—he should accept
the suzerainty of Morocco, and that he should guarantee
perfect liberty on land and sea for all Mohammedans,
Moorish subjects or not, without their becoming liable
to tax or impost! The ameer prepared to receive him
in state, and “the ground was covered with the whiteness
of the Muslimeen, while Sancho advanced with all his
infidels in black.”? An additional demand was made
upon the Spaniard, namely, the collection of all Arabic
manuscripts in his dominions. Of these thirteen
loads, chiefly works on theology, jurispru-

dence and literature, were delivered and sent to the

college which Yaktb had built in Fez.® To counter-
balance this the ameer agreed to pay Sancho two
million maravedis or derhamst Yakab never saw
1286.  Morocco again, for on his way back he ex-
pired at Algeciras, after an eventful reign of twenty-
nine years.
His son and successor, Yisef IV, reaped the benefit of all
1290.  his wars. After an attempt to besiege Tlemgen
with catapults and other machines the alliance with
Sancho was broken in favour of one with Abd
Morocco Honoured. Algh ibn Ahmar, the new ameer of Grandda.
1292 Ydasef then invaded Spain, and captured Tarifa
with the help of his new ally, who had expected to
become its master, and who crossed to Tangier to visit
his suzerain, bringing with him the cherished Kor'dn of
the Beni Ummeyya, said to have been copied by the
hand of ‘'Othmdn, third khalifa of Isldm.*% Envoys were

Native Literature.

* Of this Kor'dn Et-Tenesi, in his History of the Beni Zeey4n of Tlemgen,”
tells another story. According to him, it was taken from the mosque of
Cérdova to Marrdkesh by Abd el Mfi‘min, and there rebound in gold and

1 Raop eL KARTAS, p. 517 2 [bid., p. 526. 3 Ibid.
4 IeN KHALDON, vol. iv., p. 118; EN-N4sIri, vol. ii., p. 32.
5 RaOD EL KARTKS, p. 537. 6 76id. and Iy KHALDUN ; EN-NAsiry, vol ii., p. 36.

7 Trans. Barges, pp 18-21.
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sent from the rulers of Bayonne and Portugal,® while the
Hafsi ameers of Tunis lent assistance with their fleet.
From the Turkish Khadiwi of Egypt came elephants,
giraffes, and other valuable presents, and from Mekka a

1300.  deputation of the shareefs, or nobles. As a
result of the latter courtesy the annual pilgrimage, which
had been suspended during the civil wars, was renewed

1303. by the despatch of an enormous caravan,
escorted by five hundred horse-soldiers. A greater host
made the journey the next year, but on its return Ytsef’s
envoys were pillaged by the Arabs of Tlemgen.?

The closing century left Yisef IV. engaged in a siege of
1299.  Tlemgen, which lasted a hundred months, and
1307.  ended only when he was stabbed by a eunuch

and buried at Shella. He had previously taken O'ran,

1300.  Algiers and Bougie, but the strongest evidence

of his power was the new town of Tlemgen

‘;Z:;ffge"f (Mans@ra). It was a camp built up as Santa

Fé was two centuries later—when the “Catholic

Princes” besieged Grandda,—but was of a more lasting
nature. One half of the mosque tower still stands.

1307 On the death of Yiisef, which was followed

within a few days by the murder of his son and brother,?

precious stones, It was carried as an ensign at the head of the army in
battle, mounted on a dromedary, and followed by a load of commentaries.
Yaghmorasan’s soldiers having captured it at the battle of Isly, it was
despoiled of its riches, and sold in the market for seventeen dirhams, but
was recognised and preserved. In vain the subsequent kings of Morocco,
Tunis and Spain, entreated for it: ‘All left this life with the regret of
inability to realise their wish. . . . It is because our sovereigns belong
to the holy family which received the Kor'dn from on high that they have
had the honour to transmit from father to son this precious heritage,” which,
however, was later lost sight of. The same author gives a genealogy of
Yaghmorasan, tracing it to the Idreesi family, but then such trees have ever
been made to order. Others say that 'Othmdn’s Kor'dn was recovered by
Ali V. of Morocco when he captured Tlemcen in 1335.

1 Raép L KARTAS, p. 541, 2 IeN KHALDON, vol. ivs, p. 155.
3 ET-T1jAN1, J. Asiatique, 5 Sér., vol. i., p. 116.
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his grandson, Amr—surnamed Abu Thébit—was pro-
claimed at Mansfira, to rule for one year only, and to die
in the Kasbah of Tangier, whence he was transported
1308.  for interment

to Shella,! in the year in
which the modern Tetuan
was built? His brother
Sulaimdn I. (Abu Rabid),
who followed him, enjoyed
power only twice as long.
The single event of his
reign worth recording was
1309.  the re-capture

of Ceuta with the assistance
of lago II. of Aragon,?® from
the ameer of Grandda, who
L_ had taken it
four years
earlier, but
Gibraltar was
captured and
Tarifa besieged
by Fernando
IV. of Castille.
Sulaimdn’s
successor was a
son of Yaktb
II., named
’‘Othmdn II.
(Abu Said II1.),
of whom a
.- contemporary
BENI MARIN TOWER AT TLEM(EEN poet wrote what

1 RaOD EL KARTAS, p. 553; IBN KHALDON, vol. iv., p. 179.
2 EN-NASIRI, p. 46. 3 See his letters in MasiLatrie’s Collection, pt. ii., p. 297.
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may be quoted as an average sample of
The Khalifare.  that class of literature in those days: “The
khalifate has come to him through a direct line
of kings; the khalifate could not but belong to him; and
he could belong to nothing but the khalifate ; if any other
had seized upon it, the whole earth would have been
upset.”!  Yet in his reign there is little else to chronicle
than that in the year of his succession Gibraltar was
recovered, and the Christian fleet destroyed. Two years
1812.  later Algeciras was returned to the ameer of
Grandda, but when the ameer sought help from Morocco
1819.  against the Castillians,? this was not given.
1320.  About that time Abu Séaid was hard pressed by
the action of one of his sons, ‘Omar, who set himself up
as the independent ruler of Tafildlt. This province he
1331, retained until his father’s death, when another
son, Ali V.—surnamed Abu’l Hasan—better known as
“Es-Sultdn el Aswdd,” “the Black Sultan ”— succeeded
to the whole kingdom.
The great undertaking of the reign of Ali V. was the
successful siege of Tlemgen? On his way thither he
133%.  destroyed once more the unlucky Oojda, and
Capture o7 then proceeded to attack Tlemcen, utilising the
Ttemeen. wall raised by Yisef IV., and adding towers
1337 for his own defence. After two years’ perse-
verance he obtained his end, but the Moors held the town
132.  for half a century only. Ali’s invasion of Spain
was bootless, for he was worsted by Alfonso XI. at Rio
Salado, near Tarifa. But, with a view of extending his
influence eastward, he presented Kor'dns, written by his
own hand, to Mekka, Madina and Jerusalem, asking
1341.  welcome for his pilgrims.* In the invasion of
Tunisia,® which followed, he was defeated under the walls
1 Raop EL KARTAS, p. 560. 2 EL MakKARI, bk, viii., chap. iii.

3 IsN KHALDON, vol. iv., p. 219. EN-NA4SIRI, vol. iv., p. s0. 4 1bid., l.c.
5 IeN EL KanrFOD (EL KuaTiB), tr. Cherbonneaun, J. Asiatique, 4,S¢r., vol. xxi.,p. 225.
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138,  of Kairwdn, and the rumour spread that he was
dead.

Constantine * and Bougie at once asserted their inde-
pendence, and Ali’s son, Fdris 1., generally known by his
surname of Abu Aindn (“the Two-eyed”), had
himself proclaimed in Tetuan! and captured
New Fez by assault. His unfortunate father
was fain to take refuge in Ceuta, whence he escaped to
Tafildlt. Thither Abu Aindn pursued him, but Ali had

1350.  already regained Marrdkesh, where the people

Reign of
Abu *Ainan.

Molinari, Photo., Tangier
TOMB OF “THE BLACK SULTAN,” ALI V., AT SHELLA

received him with joy.t A year later he was defeated in

1351, a pitched battle by the Um-er-Rabi4, and there-
fore abdicated formally. His death followed directly upon
his abdication, and was the result, it was said, of over-
bleeding. Before its interment his body was brought into
his son's camp and received with honour, Abu Aindn
kissing it with uncovered head, and every sign of grief,
and loading his father’s supporters with favours.2}

* The father of Ibn Kanfiid, the historian of the Hafsis, was employed by
the Hafsi ameer to treat with Abu Aindn at Constantine.

+ Chenier says that in this contest Abu Aindn received assistance from
Pedro the Cruel of Spain.

+ On the tomb-stone which still marks his resting-place at Shella may be
read :—** This is the grave of our lord the sultan, khalifa, priest (imdm), prince
of the surrendered (ameer el muslimeen), and victor in religious warfare in
the way of the Lord of the Worlds, Abu’l Hasan ; son of our lord the sultan,
khalifa, priest, prince of the surrendered, and victor in religious warfare in the

1 Ien KHALDON, vol. i., p. 550. 2 Ibid., vol. iii.
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Abu Aindn’s first step was to recover Tlemgen and

152, Algeria, and an appeal from Tripoli for fifty

135¢.  thousand pieces of gold to ransom that town from

the Genoese was answered by the ready despatch of this
sum in five loads. In the same year he received an embassy
Fetp sought from the Granddan monarch, Mohammed V.*
Srom Spain. beseeching help against the Christians, but
1854 although “his desire to show friendship was

so great that he accorded the ambassador’s request before
he had opened his mouth to speak,” it does not seem to
have been carried into.effect. He had a strong aversion
to. Arabs, and. was proportionately severe in his dealings
with them. Accordingly, soon after his capture of Con-
1357.  stantine and Tunis, he was recalled to Fez on
account of the desertion of his officers. A year later he
1358 died at Fez, leaving his son Said I, still a child,

to succeed him, but only in name. His brother, Ibrdhim II.
139.  (Abu Sdlem), with the aid of the Rifis, at once

way of the Lord of the Worlds, Abu S4id ; son of our lord the sultan, khalifa,
priest, prince of the resigned, and victor in religious warfare in the way of the
Lord of the Worlds, Abu Yfisef Yakiib, son of Abd el Hakk—may God sanctify
his spirit and illuminate his resting-place ; who died—may God accept and
make him acceptable—in the mountain of Hantdta, on the night preceding
Tuesday the twenty-seventh of the Blessed Rabi4 the First in the year two
and fifty and seven hundred; and was buried in the direction (of prayer) in
the shrine at Marrdkesh of El Mansir—whose memory may God preserve—
and was transferred to the blessed and holy burying-place of Shella. May
God receive him into His favour, and instal him in Heaven ! And the prayers
of God be on our lord Mohammed, and upon his family be peace.”

Hard by is a similar memorial of Abu Aindn’s mother!, which bears the
inscription :—*¢ God be Praised! This is the grave of our lady, the noble,
the pure, the devout, the holy mother of the sultan, khalifa and priest—who

* Mohammed was dethroned by his brother Ismiil a few years afterwards,
and fled to Fez, where an asylum was afforded him for two or three years till
he could return and recover his kingdom.

1 The name of this lady is elsewhere given as Shems es-S’b4hi, or “ Morning Sun,” a
name which indicates a Christian slave, but it has also been asserted that her name was
Shéfia. (See the History of the Muwdhhadi and Hafsi Dynasties, by Ez-7ZARkAsHI,
Tunis, 1872, p- 76.) ’ o
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seized on Ceuta and Tangier, and for a couple of years
ruled the Maghrib.
An interesting episode of this time was the sending--of
an embassy to Melli in the negro country,' three months’
journey from the frontier, the first of those
Intercourse with  expeditions which, in subsequent centuries,
the Stddn. .
: were to bring much profit and honour to the
1390. Empire. When the embassy returned, bringing
a giraffe among the presents, the Moorish historian was
greatly struck by the manner in which the envoy’s attachés
put dust on their heads, and twanged their bow-strings by
way of assent when he spoke.?
For the next five years Morocco was partitioned between
161-1366. three claimants—Tashfin II. (Abu ‘Omar), Abd
el Halim, and Mohammed V.—and was rent by civil war.
Then Abd el Aziz I.—another brother of Abu Aindn—
asserted his supremacy, and even entertained
Breakup of Power velations with Edward the Black Prince, who

is made great by her beautiful character and werthy deeds, distinguished by
the modesty of her speech and the grace of her acts —our lord the prince of
believers, the reliant on the Lord of the Worlds, Abu Aindn, son of the prince
of the resigned, Abu el Hasan, descendant of the great and mighty khalifas,
priests. May God instal her in the fulness of Heaven, and receive her with
indulgence and pardon. Her death was on the night preceding Saturday the
fourth of the only Rejeb, in the year fifty and seven hundred, and she was
buried after the Friday prayer, on the twenty-fifth of that month, in the sanc-
tuary of our lord the Khalifa el Manslir. May He who fixed the hour of her
summons to the grave, from the eyes of the sunrise and sunset,® may God the
Exalted confirm his decrees, and perpetuate his good deeds and his possessions,
may He be his friend and protector, and unite in him complete prosperity,
temporal and everlasting.”

The reading of these inscriptions—in a beautiful but involved cursive style,
for over five centuries exposed to the air—is often difficult and doubtful, but
Messrs. Tissot, Codera, and Saavedra have expended so much pains in
deciphering them, that I have seldom felt justified in departing from their
renderings.* A translation with trifling variations only is given in the Zsfe
of Sir Jokn Hay.

1IN KHALDON, vol. iv., p. 242. 2 Jbid., l.c., p. 344.

3 A play upon the name adopted by her son, ¢ Abu Ainén.”
4 See the Boletin de la Real Acadeniia de Historia, of Madrid, vol. xii.
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138.  then ruled at Bordeaux. The Granadines re-
covered Algeciras, which was utterly destroyed a decade
later, that it might no longer tempt the Spaniards.!

13722 Mohammed VI. (es-Séid), the son of Abd el

1314, Aziz, was his successor, but within a couple of
years the kingdom was once more divided. For ten years
Ahmad II. (Abu el Abbds, El Mustansir, or “ The About-
to-Conquer ”), hitherto a prisoner in Tangier, possessed the

GOLD COIN OF AHMAD II.
(British Museunt)

Area 1.—“In the Name of God, the Pitying the Pitiful. The worship of
God be on Mohammed, and Praise be to the Only God. There is no god but
God : Mohammed is the messenger of God.”

Margin 1.—“‘He is the First and the Last, and the Manifest and the
Hidden, and He is over everything.””?

Area 11.—“Struck at Marrdkesh, by the order of the slave of God,
El Mustansir b’Illah, Ahmad Ameer el Muslimin, son of the Orthodox
Khalifas.”

Margin 11.—** And judgment is from the Only God : there is no god but
He, the Pitying the Pitiful.””

north, while Abd er-Rahmadn I. held the south-—Azammir,
the frontier town, belonging to Fez—but throughout this
period Fez and Marrdkesh were alternately besieged, and
the country laid waste. After a brief triumph, during which
1374, he retook and burned Bougie and Tunis, and
12 later Tlemgen,?2 Abu el Abbds was deposed and
138 exiled to Grandda by a relative, Masa II., who

1 En-NAsirt, vol. ii., p. 131, 2 Jbid,le. 3 Kordn, s. Ivii., v. 3.
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shared the kingdom with Ahmad III.—or Mohammed—
(EI Muntasir, “the Conqueror”). Nor were they the only
Inporting rulers, for the wazeer, Ibn M4dsdi,! was more
Pretenders. powerful still, and induced the king of Grandda
1386 to send as pretender the most tractable of the

Cavilla, Photo., Tangier
GATE OF THE NAZARENES, SHELLA
Beni Marin at his court, Mohammed VII. (el W4thik).2
His success was short-lived, for the Moors appealed to the
Spaniards, who harboured at Seville the king of Grandda’s
rival relatives? Ceuta, which had been the price of
1 En-NAsiRt, vol. i, p. 137, 2 Z6id,, p. 138, % Tnx KALDON, vol. iv., p. 446.
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assistance given to Misa, was again taken from Granada,

1387.  and thither came Ahmad II, who regained
his throne, and put the wazeer, Ibn Mdsdi, to death, by
cutting off his hands and feet.!

At this point, unfortunately, the records of Ibn Khaldiin,
the great historian—who had for the past few decades
held high office, either in Grandda or Fez,—
cease entirely, and until some further manuscript

shall be discovered, only scanty details are available.

The close of the fourteenth century was a period of
chaos for the Mohammedan realms on either side of the
Straits. In Grandda a civil war between the ameer’s sons
was only averted by the intervention of the Moorish

1891, ambassador,? although the ameer of Morocco is
1396.  credited with having procured the death of his
contemporary of Grandda some years later, by presenting
him with a poisoned cloak.®? In Morocco Ahmad II. (Abu
1393. el Abbds) was succeeded by his son, Abd el
A21z II., surnamed Abu Féris, who was in turn followed by
- 1m6. hisson, FérisIL (el Mutawakkil, “the Confident”),
but nothing is known concerning him. In his time

+ 106 Gibraltar willingly rejected the Granadines in

favour of the Moors, and Grandda was forced to seek help

from both Tunis and Morocco.t
1 Already the fleet of Prince Henry IIL. of Spain had
100.  attacked Tetuan, and the Portuguese were
turning envious: eyes in the direction of Morocco, where
10s. Abu Aindn’s son, Abu Said IIl., was next
jﬁ;’;’iﬁ;ﬁizm"proclaimed. Ceuta was their first point of
1415 attack, and its capture was the beginning of an
African colony laden with promise but barren of fruit.
6. This disorganised Morocco, where Abu Said was
deposed, and his country divided between two claimants,

Scarcity of Records

1 IeN KHALDON, l.c, p. 446
2 CARDONNE, Histoire de I Afrique et de I Espagne, Paris, 1765, vol. iii., p. zo4.
3 [bid., l.c., p 260 4 CHENIER, French Ed., vol. ii., p. 248.
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Said II. and Yakb IIIL, under whom the Marrdkesh
u23.  Bishopric was deserted. They gave place to the
last of their house, Abd Allah III, in whose reign an
131, - attempt on Tangier! by the Portuguese, though
directed by Prince Henry—famous as “the Navigator”—
proved most disastrous. Cut off by the Moors on the
Marshdn, the invaders only escaped with their lives by
Dom Fernando  l€aving Henry's brother, Fernando, as a hostage
the Martyr. for their evacuation of Ceuta? To this the
Portuguese Government would not consent, and obtained
papal sanction for breaking the truce. TFernando was left
to his fate—death after several years’ imprisonment in Fez
—and is remembered amongst his fellow-countrymen as a
martyr,

The Empire had reached its lowest ebb. With its neigh-
bours Tlemgen and Tunis independent, its foothold in
Europe gone for ever, and its internal government chaotic,
the moment had come for an invasion by the Spaniards
and Portuguese, who with a little more vigour and a
little less fanaticism, might have become the masters of

un.  the whole. Abd Allah himself met his fate at
the hands of a shareef assassin, and by his death the
direct ‘line of the Beni Marin was severed.

But in the ancient city of Azila, a remnant of
Pheenician times, the first ocean port in Morocco

The Wattdsi beyond the Straits, there ruled a member of
Branch. the same tribe, but of another family, Said III.
(el Wattds),* a man of no small power in those troublous
times2 Upon him devolved the task of avenging Abd
14n.  Allah’s death. Brief as was the authority of

* Mulai S4id es-Sheikh el Wattds, known to the Portuguese as ¢ Mulay-
secque,” and in Pory’s Leo as ‘‘Saic Abra” Abd Allah appears there as
“ Habdulac.”

1 See EN-N4SsIRI, vol. ii., p. 149.

2 Leo (BROWN), p. 626, See MENEzES, Historia de Tangere.
3 See EN-N4sirR, vol. ii., p. 159.
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the assassin, he was nevertheless able, with an army of
eight thousand men,! to resist the attacks of El Wattds
on Fez, and once at least to overcome” him. This was
probably due to a diversion created in his rear by the
Portuguese, who in his absence had captured
Azila, and with it his wives and children.
El Wattds arrived too late to prevent their
deportation with five thousand prisoners as slaves to
Lisbon, and being “hard pressed by the shareef,” he
was fain to conclude a treaty with the foreigners.
El Wattds recognised the Portuguese as masters not only
of Azila, but also of Tangier—the inhabitants of which
Tangier and had fled on hearing of the attack upon Azila,—
£l Kasares-Saghi» of K] Kasar es-Saghir—which had been taken
dandmed ¢ 1y surprise some time earlier—and of Ceuta,
Portuguese. )
148.  which had been in their possession over half
115 a century. Several years, however, elapsed
before El Wattds could make satisfactory terms for the
return of his son Mohammed, who had meanwhile
received a Portuguese education, but came home with
bitter feelings towards his captors. The price of his
liberty included, besides a large sum of money, the
remains of the miracle-working body of Dom Fernando.*
Relieved of his foreign foe by the loss of so much,
El Wattds was free to conquer much more, and after
besieging Fez for a year, he was admitted by the towns-
folk, and the shareef was forced to take refuge in Tunis.?
Proclaimed as ameer in Fez, the first of a new dynasty,
El Wattds ruled at least the surrounding district, although
he was fated to lose Melilla, his only remaining port of
uer.  value. This was captured, under Medina Sidonia,
by the Spaniards, whose sovereigns, Ferdinand and Isabella,

. Loss of Azila.
1471,

* For reputed miracles effected by his sanctity,? see chapter xv.

1 Leo (BROWN), p. 505. 2 [bid., p. 305,
3 Joao ALVAREZ, Cronica do sancto . . . Dom Ferdinando, 1527.
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1492.  had recovered from Isldm the kingdom of
Grandda, and had forced its king to take refuge in Morocco.
Many of the Spanish Moors, expelled about this time
by the victorious “Catholic Princes” on a two months’
notice, found homes in Morocco, but apparently not to
its great advantage. The opening years of the sixteenth

150.  century saw the son of El Wattds, Mohammed
VIII., surnamed “the Portuguese,” established in Fez.

Portuguese The Portuguese then settled at this time
at Mogador and Mazagan,! and took possession

106. of Saffi, Agadir and finally Azammtr. They

1507.  succeeded also in withstanding Mohammed’s

1513.  determined attacks on Azila, although in the
1511and 1516. first instance, when Leo Africanus was among
the besieging Moors? only by the timely aid of Jodo de
Menezes, then governor of Tangier, and of a Spanish fleet
under Pedro Navarro, who had previously captured

1508.  Velez. This was wrested from them by the

1522 Turks, who cut the Spanish garrison to pieces?
Mohammed had not reigned a quarter of a century
when, by his overthrow, ended the rule of his house, a rule
marked only by loss and decay, though it had lasted
over three hundred years.

At that time, and for some time afterwards, it seemed

. probable that Spain and Portugal would soon be masters
Spainand Portugar Of the Moorish Empire,* thus to repay themselves
in Morocco. for the long years that the Moors had ruled them,
but the time had not yet come for Europeans to carve out
colonial dependencies in Africa, and from one reason or
another the initial conquests which had cost so much were
not followed up. Outside the walls of the Mediterranean
ports which the foreigners captured* no footing was to be

* Alhucemas was not taken till 1554, and Velez was not re-taken till 1564.

1 EN-N4sIri, vol. iif, p. 167. 2 LEeo, p. 506
s P 5
3 TORRES, p. 423. 4 See CHENIER, French Ed., vol. ii., chapter vi.
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obtained on the neighbouring hills of Rif, defended by
warlike Berbers, but on the plains of Dukkdla, Abda, and
H4h4, outside Mazagan and Saffi, dwelt a very different
people, easily controlled and forced to pay tribute.
Marmol® enumerates many villages in these provinces, as
well as in the Ghdrb and Uldd Amrédn district, and even
among the Berbers, which contributed hundreds of
thousands of fanegas of grain, a thousand camel loads
of wheat and barley coming from Abda alone? besides
four falcons and six fine horses as a present for the
governor of Saffi. The Moors actually furnished cavalry
to the number of sixteen thousand, and infantry to that of
two hundred thousand,? so that the dominion of Portugal
in Morocco was no mere name. This influence doubtless
arose, in the main, from assistance wisely rendered to
turbulent tribes,* and we have the testimony of El Ufrdni®
as to the friendly relations which sometimes existed
between the Moors and the Portuguese, as when the
wife of the foreign captain visited the native villages, or
witnessed “powdet-play ” performed in her honour, and
still more so when, Mazagan being attacked by El Aydshi,
1630.  the neighbouring Uldd Bro Aziz were friendly

to the Portuguese.®
Meanwhile in Europe Leo X., the indulger of crime
7o Owtsize worsz, a0d the sponsor of Leo Africanus (El Hasan
15813. ] Wazzdzi el Fasi), had ascended and disgraced
the papal chair; the ubiquitous Charles the Fifth had
1516.  either conquered or inherited half the continent
of Europe; the Reformation had been established in
1s19.  England ; Cortes had set forth on the discovery

* One Yahya bin Téflit, who assisted the Portuguese as native deputy
governor in the interior, visited Lisbon,S but though they seem to have been
wise in their policy, it was without avail.

1 Vol. i., p. 343, and ii., pp. 21, 28, 50, 109, 111, 112y 115, 229, and 246.
2 TORRES, pp. 15, 16. 3 MARMOL. 4 TORRES, p. 18.
5 pp. 446, 447: 6 GODARPD, p. 42I.
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1521, of Mexico, and Gustavus Vasa had delivered
Sweden. In the Orient events no whit less stirring had
101  occurred. The Sufi dynasty had come to
power in Persia; the Turks had conquered Syria and
1516 Egypt, and were preparing to attack Vienna;
1517 Barbarossa* had become the Turkish ruler of
1523 Algiers, and the Knights of Rhodes had de-
veloped into the owners of Malta, while in India Baber
152%.  was establishing the Mogul Empire. In the

same year the Turks became masters of Tunis and
threatened Morocco.

¥ Anglicé ¢ Red-beard.”
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CHAPTER THE SEVENTH

THE STAGNATION OF EMPIRE

(SAADI PERIOD)

1524-1668

HE epoch of Empire had passed. Spain had been
for ever lost to the world of Isldm. To the
eastward had arisen a seaport, beautiful in
situation, which was to become the capital of
a new -State, and to impart its name to the Central
Maghrib—now Algeria.* Within a few years this new
_State annexed the intervening kingdom of Tlemgen, thus
effectually hemming in the Moors on that side also.

True it was that to the South there stretched a gold-
producing land, the “Country of the Blacks,” the Stiddn,
veritably “El Dorado.” Yet between it and Morocco lay
the rolling Sdhara, more awful even than the sea itself
In this direction only, since the fifteenth century, the Moors
have turned their thoughts when eager for a wider sway.
But though on two occasions they have piloted successful
expeditions to Timbuctoo, they have never retained
possession of more than what at present constitutes their
Empire, if it any longer deserves that name. Since the
fall of the Beni Marin it has only included the kingdoms

Restricted Area.

* The English corruption ¢ Algiers” represents the Arab name “El Jazair,”
or ““The Peninsulas,” recalling its natural harbour. Algeciras, Z.e., El Jazira,
is distinguished by native writers as Jazirat el Khadra, ¢ The Green Island.”
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of Fez and Marrdkesh, the southern province of Sis, and
the undefined districts beyond the Atlas, Tadt, Tafildlt
and the Draa.

It is even uncertain how far the authority of the last
of the Beni Marin extended. It was practically confined
to the kingdom of Fez, although-: the ruler of
Marrdkesh was a vassal whose authority did

not extend beyond the city walls. Bddis (Pefion de

Velez) had been in a similar position,® and Saffi had

formed a sort of republic. Even in the northern king-

dom the Berbers had almost regained their independence.

Portugal possessed the best part of the sea-coast,

and internal divisions were such that the Portuguese

_taunted the Moors with having no chief with whom they

could treat? Under circumstances such as these the

pressure of the foreigners grew serious, and it became
imperative to choose a leader somewhere.

After much deliberation the principal chiefs and
religious leaders of southern Morocco offered to follow

a certain shareef or noble* who had earned great
Origin of Saagi  YEPUtation in the Draa,+? Mohammed, after-
Shareefs. wards known as El Kdim bi Amr Illah, “The

1810.  Upright by Command of God.” Thus the
record of El Ufrdni, though, quoting native verbal reports

a century earlier, Torres had described the sons of this

shareef as the trusted friends of El Wattds, and the tutors

of his sons, attributing their rise to power to confidence
abused* Four generations back} his ancestors had been

Limits of Empire.

* In consequence of the claim to this title having been disputed, and of
the assertion that this family only belonged to the Beni Saad, it was con-
temptuously known as the SAadi dynasty. It has also been known as the
Hosaini.

t Whence this dynasty has sometimes been incorrectly described as Drawi,

I Or according to some authorities five.?

1 TORRES, pp. 4 and 6. 2 Er UFrANI, pp. 20 and 21.
3 [bid., pp. 23 and 2s. 4 pp. g and 10, 5 [bid., p. 14.
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imported from Arabia, from Yanboi, the seaport near
Madina, that their presence might assure as good a date
crop as the importation of their cousins, the Fildli shareefs,
was believed to have secured in Sajilmésa.*?
Promptly the call went forth throughout Morocco to a
“Holy War,” and everywhere men flocked around the
A4 “How war» New-raised standard. At first it would appear
1811 that there was no expressed intention of seizing
the kingdom, for the sovereign of Fez was content to
receive their support and to contribute troops? A
successful descent on the newly-formed Portuguese station
at Agadir Ighir led Hahd and Shiddhma to place them-
selves under Mohammed IX. Associating his two sons in
1516.  the administration, the shareef first settled at
Tarudant, where he built a new town? and a few years
1819.  later, on the death of the reigning king, the
elder son, Ahmad IV., entered Marrdkesh.
The devastation of a fearful plague retarded to some
1521, extent the development of the new power, but
152.  a few years later a repulse of the foreigners by
Conguest o #es,  the shareefs seemed marvellously to increase
1526 their prestige, so that next year they were able
to defeat the ameer of Fez in a pitched battle wherein
thousands perished* An attempt was then made to
1533.  divide the Empire at the Um er-Rabia, from
Tddla to the coast’ but peace could not even then be
maintained.
To add to their difficulties, soon after Santa Cruz
136.  (Fonte) had been captured—to be replaced by
150.  the new town of Agadir—the two brothers
quarrelled. Hitherto the younger, Mohammed, surnamed
Es-Sheikh, had been content with the second place, but

* See p. 135.

1 El UFrANI, pp. 480-483. 2 TORRES, p. 30. 3 EL UFRANL
4 TORRES. 5 EL UFRANI, p. 39.
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now he proved a formidable rival to the elder, Ahmad
el Alraj (“the Lame”), since his fortunes had been so
153.  greatly enhanced by defeating the Beni Marin.*
Naturally his next step was to attack his brother, whom
153.  ere long he overcame, forcing him to give up
Stis and the Dria, but leaving him Marrdkesh and
Tafildlt, and acknowledging Ahmad’s son as heir of the
whole.!
A determined assault was made upon Saffi in that year,
so determined that the women had to arm and line the
18%. ramparts. The place was only saved by a
Siege and Abandon- remarkable occurrence, the most timely succour
nent o Sef - of a Jew, one Samuel Valenciano, who arrived
with ships from Azammir, and also headed a sortie so
successful that the siege was raised after lasting six
months. The terrible losses of the Portuguese decided
them to attempt its defence no longer, and. the place was
1541, abandoned.?
Mohammed’s ultimate success was now assured, and
within a decade he was master of the Empire, having
158 vanquished his brother (whom he put in prison
1544 in Marrdkesh), and also the king of Fez, although
the latter still continued to reign. On the evacuation of
1645:  Azamm@r by the Portuguese—“from sheer
fright ”8—another thorn was removed from his side. After
five years of preparation, Mohammed X. set out with
1549. an army of forty thousand* from Marrdkesh,
by a specially opened gate surmounted for the occasion by
heads of lions to the number of fifty, which his kaids had
collected from all parts for the purpose. Mequinez had

* It was in this contest that in 1538 the exiled * Boabdil >—Abu ‘Abd
Allah—of Grandda, lost his life, having taken refuge with the Beni Marin.
Clenardus paid his visit to Morocco at this time (see 7%¢ Moors, chap. xviii).

1 TORRES. 2 [bid., p. 122.
3 EL UFRANI, p. 68, 4 TORRES.
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158, already been taken,! and Fez was entered after
15%. a siege of some months, while Kdsem, the
fourth and last of the Beni Wattds ameers, was sent off in
chains to Marrdkesh,2 and his daughter wedded to the
conqueror.?
Thirsting, like his predecessors, for empire, Mohammed

AN ALGERIAN TYPE

next turned his attention to Tlemcen* Ceuta and Mos-
Capture of Tlemgen. taganem, which he captured. Tlemgen he
1551 held for ten years, till seized by the Turks,

who had in the interim taken Fez and Bddis on behalf
185, of the Beni Marin® though soon afterwards

1 EL UFRANI, p. 53. 2 TORRES, p. 54 3 Jbid,
4 EL UFRANT, p. 55. 5 TORRES, p. 182. 6 Ibid., p. 420.
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they lost them. In answer to an appeal made in
person by Kdsem’s wife and sister, Sulaimdn the
Magnificent* had attempted to retrieve his fallen fortunes
by despatching to Morocco an Algerian envoy, who was
also to define the limits of their respective jurisdictions.
Yet as the haughty-Turk had addressed Mohammed only
as “My Sheikh of the Arabs,”! his envoy was sent back
without reply, but with a robe of honour such as Oriental
potentates bestow upon inferiors, directed to “the Prince
of Sailors,’? in allusion to the Turkish fleet. Mohammed
even entertained the hope of conquering Egypt, and
expelling the “heretics”; but his desire was fated never
to be realised, for on his departure for the Atlas he was

1557.  assassinated by one of a party of pretended
Turkish deserters® These men cut off his head and
conveyed it to Constantinople, where it was exhibited
upon the walls.#

Three days after Mohammed's death his imprisoned
brother was also murdered, and the way was opened for
the accession of his son, Abd Allah I'V.—EI Ghdlib b’Illah,
“the Victorious in God.” Mohammed had decreed that
the succession should fall to the eldest male of the house}?
a custom which though it continued to be held in theory
was departed from in practice.

After so much civil dissension it was fortunate that
Abd Allah’s administration was wise, and that he could

“4 Saint of be described as “not a sultan, but a saint—the
@ Sultan.” jewel of the shareefs,”S—though he did put ten
187 of his twelve brothers to death.” Ahmad, one

of the survivors, was spared as a student not likely to try
for the throne, and the other, Abd el Mdlek, who eventually
ousted Abd Allah’'s son from the kingdom, escaped to

* Called by El Ufrdni the ‘‘ Shah.”

1 EL UFRANI 2 1bid., pp. 78, 79. 3 ToRRES, p. 460. 4 EL UFRANTI, p. 8o.
5 EL UFRANI, p. 118. 6 1bid. 7 “Ro. C.”
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1560.  Constantinople.  This reign saw the Deys
1570.  established in Algiers, and the Beys in Tunis,
171, while in Europe the advance of the Turks was
1585.  checked at Lepanto, and in Asia, a decade later,
they were driven out of Persia.
In western Europe, likewise, it was an important
1s588.  epoch, for while under “good Queen Bess”
the English were becoming known as a naval
power, the “ Moriscos "—as the mingled races of
1567.  Spain were called—rose against the Spaniards,
1570.  and were driven in large numbers to Morocco.
1572 In France the massacre of St. Bartholomew’s
Day had taken place, and Portugal had exiled her most
famous poet, Camoens, to far Macao. In Morocco the
1%, only events of note were a fearful plague, an
1562.  unsuccessful siege of Mazagan, the building of
1563.  the mosque of the Shorfd and the college of
the mosque of Ali bin Yasef at Marrdkesh. The dome
and tower of El Manslr's mosque in that city were
1578, destroyed by a mine contrived by Christian
slaves, whose intention it had been thus to destroy the
congregation at the Friday servicel
When Abd Allah died he left three sons, a mulatto,
1574, Mohammed XI., surnamed El Mutawakkal ala
Allah (the Deputy of God) or El Masltkh (“ the Flayed ”),
who succeeded him, and two who fled to Spain, where one
of them became a Christian.* Both returned to Morocco
to claim the throne? and alike they failed. Their uncle
Abd el Mélek L—Abu Merwdn—was more fortunate.
Anxious to extend his influence, and to secure
the right to be considered the Khalifa of Isldm,
1517. , —which the Turks had assuined since their

* See chapter xv.

1 EL UFRANI, p. g2. 2 “Ro. C.”
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conquest of Egypt earlier in the century,—after having
recovered Tunis from the successors of Charles V.,
Amurat III. of Constantinople was nothing loth to support
1575 a pretender to the Moorish throne. Accord-
ingly, when Mohammed had reigned but two years, Abd
el Mdlek returned with four thousand men, worsted his
nephew near Tdza, enrolled in his own ranks the van-
1576,  quished army, and marched victoriously on Fez,
where he was received with acclamation and forthwith
proclaimed.
In Abd el Midlek’s reign two incidents occurred which
are of interest to us. A quarter of a century before an
1551, English captain, Master Thomas Windham, had
Intercourse win Successfully performed the “first voyage for
Queen Elizabeth.  traffique into the kingdom of Marocco in
Barbarie,” although one Aldaie “professeth himselfe to
haue bene the first inwentor of this trade.”? The success
of the experiment had induced another voyage in the
following year, and at last the promising outlook led to
1577 the appointment of an English envoy, “Mr.
Edmund Hogan, one of the sworne Esquires of Her
Majestie’s person.” * Mr. Hogan was accredited to “the
King of Marucos and Fesse,” though the ambassador’s
report describes his Majesty as “of Fes and Stis.”? Queen
Elizabeth’s instructions to him are still extant in MSS23
In the same year Henry III. of France created a
consulate of Morocco and Fez*
The deposed Mohammed XI. at first found safety in
Marrdkesh, but on being besieged therein fled, “as was

* See chapter xvi.

1 HakLuyT's Poyages, vol. ii , pt. ii., pp. 7, 8

2 HAKLUYT, Lc., p. 64; in KERR'S Voyages, vol. vil.; and in JACKSON's Houssa and
Timnbuctoo, p. 494.

3 Catalogue of Harleian Library, vol. i., p. 8, cod. 37, art. 38, and in Public Record
Office (see Calendar of State Papers, Foreign Series, vol. 1575-1577).

4 Tuomassy, MSS in Min. des Af. Etrangéres.
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his wont,”! to Tangier, to appeal to the
Portuguese, excusing himself for this step in
a voluminous manifesto,? “because the Muslims have
8. failed me and broken their oath of allegiance,
and the jurisconsults declare it lawful to use every
means in one’s power against him who has seized one’s
property.” This excuse was haughtily dismissed by the
doldma, or “wise men,” in a still more lengthy remon-
strance, which doubtless fully expressed the popular
feeling. In spite of this, Mohammed’s appeal for aid
brought about the ill-fated invasion by Sebastian, which
put an end to Portugal’s designs upon Morocco, and
destroyed the influence which she had already acquired.
No incident in Moorish history has roused more outside
interest, and few have had a greater effect, for it was the
loss of this rash young King of Portugal which led to
the union of his country with Spain.*
It was after midsummer when Dom Sebastian landed at
Tangier with over seventeen thousand men, and advanced
rhe Battier P El Kasar by way of Azila. Crossing the
El Kasar. Widd Makhdzan, a tributary of Wad El Kis,
1558,  he found himself confronted by a countless
horde of Moors. After a vain attempt to come to terms—
the Portuguese to possess the coast and leave the Moors
to themselves inland®>—Abd el Mdlek waited till the
invaders had crossed the bridge, and then destroyed it
behind them. He was unable to command in person, for
he lay at death’s door in his litter, and died in the course
of the morning. But his renegade chamberlain concealed
the fact, and continued to issue commands in his name
till the day was won* And he was not the only king who

A Deposed Ameer

* See ““ A declaration of the battayle betwyxte the Kynge of Barbarie and
the Kynge of Portingale, the 4 of August last,” or F.O Docs., vol. 1575-1669,
in Public Record Office.

1 EL UFRANI, p. 113. 2 Given in full by EL UFRANT, p. 114.
3 EL UFrANI, p. 132. 4 Jbid., p. 134.
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lost his life on that fateful day, for Moha;nmed, when he
saw how the battle went, in vain tried to flee by swimming
the river, but sank. His body was recovered by the
victors, who skinned and stuffed it, parading it through
the streets of the cities! There was still another royal
victim in the fight,—since known as “the Battle of the
Three Kings”—Dom Sebastian himself, whose rashness
had throughout been: provocative of his fate, even to
risking a day attack in that blazing sun, though warned
against it by his Moorish allies.* .
Strange conceits were destined to arise from the events
of this day. The Moors declared that the Portuguese
were so incensed at defeat, that after ransoming
their prisoners they burned them on the charge
of playing into the enemy’s hands? and in consequence
their country was so destitute of men that their priests
obtained indulgences for licence that they might by any
means restore their numbers® Among the Portuguese
the belief long prevailed that Sebastian had not perished,
but had been made captive,i although the recognition of

Strange Sequels.

* According to ‘A Dolorous Discourse of a most terrible and bloody Battel
fought in Barbarie, the Fourth day of August last past, 1578,” besides the
Portuguese, ‘“in this conflicte were slaine 3000 Almaines, 700 Italians, and
2000 Spaniards ” The total loss of life on this day has been estimated at
about fifteen thousand. The number of accounts of the battle published
at the time in English, French, Spanish, Italian and Latin, show what
a widespread interest was felt in the expedition, which was looked upon as
a crusade.

1 Sebastian was said to have returned to Portugal secretly, and to have
wandered thence to the courts of Prester John and the Shah of Persia,
serving the latter some years as a commander; then to have visited
Jerusalem, Constantinople, Central Europe, England, Holland, France, and
Naples, where he became a hermit. Great excitement was aroused by the
announcement of these facts, but twenty years after the battle the alleged
prince was shown to be an impostor, in reality one ¢* Marco Tullio Catizone,”
a Calabrian merchant trading with Portugal, who, from some fancied resemblance
to the lost king, had been persuaded by the monks to personate him. ¢And

1 Ev UFRANI, p. 135. 2 [bid., p. 136. 3 1bid., p. 137.
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his body by Portuguese prisoners, and its burial, are
circumstantially narrated by a survivor of the expedition.
From one of Queen Elizabeth’s letters to “Miral
Mummenin, Xerif of Marocco, Fez and Sts,” dated at
her palace of St. James in 15882 it appears that one
Portuguese prince at least remained captive, and in the
ameer’s reply,? dated jour years later, he asks her to send
him aid against his foes. Another item of interest in this
battle was the presence of some seven hundred papal
soldiers under an Englishman, Thomas Stukely, diverted
at Lisbon on their way to aid a rebellion in Ireland.*
After this famous battle there came to the Moorish
throne the third son of Mohammed IX., Ahmad V. (el
Reion of Abmad . Mansir). He was also known as Ed-Dhahebi,
Ed-Dhahebi. “The Golden,” by reason of his expeditions to
e, Timbuctoo, the chief events of a reign charac-
terised by peace and plenty. For these distant errands
he employed the restless Berber chieftains, whose sons,
as hostages, were educated at the Moorish Court® His
relations with the FEuropean powers were amicable,
especially with Queen Elizabeth, for whom he seems to
have conceived a profound admiration, as shown by their
correspondence.b
When the victory of El Kasar was announced, am-

the monke hath burned and branded him with hote yrons in the same places,
with the like marks, that Dom Sebastian had.”? So the Duke of Florence
had him arrested and sent to the galleys, where he suffered execution, though
to the last the monks did what they could, and many believed in him throughout,
as witness the pamphlet quoted, which was freely circulated in Italian, French,
Spanish, and English, not to mention Portuguese.® See Part III., ¢ Fiction.”

1 MEeNDOZA, chaps. iii., iv. 2 Bib. Harl. Cat., vol. i., p. 136, cod. 269, art, 11.

3 Syllabus of Rymer’s Federa, p. 819.

4 See “The Voyage of Thomas Stukeley, wrongfully called the Marques of Ireland
[Leinster], into Barbary in 1578,” in HAkLUYT's collection, vol. ii., pt. ii.,, p 67. Also
Part I11., ““ Fiction.” 5 “Ro. C.”

6 Portions are preserved in the Public Record Office, ‘‘ Modern Royal Letters,” 2nd
Series, 1577. See specimen in chap. xvi.

7 Continuation of the . .. Adventures of Dont Sebastian.

8 See also D’Autas’ Les Faux Don Sebastian.
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bassadors arrived from every side, including Portugal,
whence came among the presents no less than three
hundred thousand ducats in coin, and carriages which,
more than anything, surprised the populace! An embassy

1601, was sent to England, and foreign artisans were
freely introduced to work in Italian marbles at Marrdkesh,?
where the ameer cultivated sugar with which he paid
for his marble, weight for weight?® But the ambassador
from Turkey felt so slighted by the treatment he received,
that his master Amurat ordered an expedition against
Morocco, which was only deterred by the receipt of
valuable presentst The evacuation of Azila also took

1589. place under Ahmad V., after a serious siege,
in which mines were employed.’

The aggressive expeditions of this reign commenced
with the invasion of the oases of Ttdt and Tiglirdrin,
which had hitherto been practically independent, though

1582, they appear to have yielded at some time, at

least, to a spiritual supremacy on the part of Morocco.®

Success in this enterprise fired the ameer with

‘;;ﬁzii’;’f % a desire to undertake a jehdd, or religious war,

and to assume the khalifate. Accordingly the

ruler of the western Stddn was invited to acknowledge

his supremacy, and for the defence of Isldm to levy a

tax of a mitkal (ducat) on each load of salt extracted

from the mines of Tighdzi, which supplied the country
round.

The ruler of the Mohammedan blacks on the Upper

15%.  Niger at that time was one Is’hdk, a Sonrhai
prince of Kaght, a Sanhdji by race, whose dynasty had
been established at the close of the thirteenth century,
recognising the authority of the Abbdsi Khdlifa of
Egypt” This connection was in itself sufficient to pre-

1 EL UFRANI, p. 145. 2 “Ro. C.” 3 EL UFRANI, p. 261,
4 Jbid , p. 151. 5 [bid., p. 263. 6 7bid., p. 154. 7 [bid., p. 155.
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vent acquiescence in such a demand, but Egypt was very
far off, and the eastern khalifate had been wiped out of
existence. So there was no help forthcoming, and refusal

191 excusing invasion, Timbuctoo was captured by
the Moors! They crossed the Niger in pursuit, but in
vain laid siege to Kaghti. Nevertheless the submissions
which were received extended the Empire to Kdno:2 and
the whole of the eastern Stdén was theirs. Among the
captives brought to Marrdkesh on this occasion was the
learned Ahmad B4bd, the historian of the Sonrhai nation,
“the one negroid man of letters whose name holds a
worthy place beside those of Leo Africanus, Ibn Khaldin,
Et-Tnisi, and other Hamitic writers,”® whom the ameer
afterwards permitted to return.*

All this meant the gathering of enormous tribute; one
batch included twelve hundred slaves, of gold-dust forty
loads, and four gold-mounted saddles, not to
count good store of ebony, musk and civet.
The result of tapping this gold-fieldt kept
fourteen hundred punches going in the Moorish capital,
coining gold alone* In Marrdkesh the vast palace known
as Ddr el Bideed was built, to fall a century later before
that destructive builder, Mulai Isméail. Outside Fez were
erected the conspicuous forts which still retain the name
imparted by their foreign builders, the “ Bastions,”® and in
Laraiche and other cities fortresses were built. The
Timbuctoo expedition brought into Morocco for the first
time an article which in England was contemporaneously

Tapping a
Gold-Field.

* En-Ndsiri (vol. iil., p. 63) states that his family was robbed of 1600
volumes.

+ See ‘‘The Trading of the Moores into Guinee and Gago for gold-ore
or sandie gold,” from Ro. C’s. ““True Historicall Discourse,” in ¢ Purchas
His Pilgrims,” vol. ii.

1 EL UFRANI, p. 165. 2 /bid., p. 166.
3 ProF. KEENE, Man, Past and Present, chap iii.
4 Er UFRANI, p. 167. 5 [ud., p. 260.
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sold for its weight in silver,! tobacco, “that evil
plant!”2 It is said to have been brought by
the blacks who came from the Stddn in charge
of an elephant, the cause of even more excitement than
the carriages from Portugal®* The ameer’s objection
to intoxicating drink was so great that he beheaded the
Spanish renegade to whom he had entrusted the education
of the heir apparent, Mohammed es-Sheikh, for having
taught him its use?

The sovereign whose reign these events had marked
is described as a clever, widely read man, possessing a fine
library. He contemplated a collection of poems
by shareefs, and was himself the author of a

. work on politics, and of prayers for special
occasions. Specimens of his works were even sent to
Cairo for the approval of the literati As a great cali-
graphist he exercised his ingenuity in the invention of
a special set of characters for private correspondence.*

1603.  On his death from the plague he was buried
at Marrdkesh in a splendid mausoleum.’

Notwithstanding the precaution of causing allegiance
to be twice sworn to his son, Mohammed es-Sheikh, his
death was the signal for a general scramble. Three of
his sons, on one excuse or another, laid claim to the throne,
and in Morocco the seventeenth century, though
it had so peacefully opened, saw the country
plunged in an unusually complicated civil war.

Introduction of
Tobacco.

An Ameer's
Character,

Succession
Scramble.

* A like excitement probably never stirred till three centuries later Queen
Victoria presented Mulai el Hasan III, with an Indian elephant.® By a curious
coincidence it was not until this second elephantine guest arrived that
determined measures were taken to put down the use of tobacco by the
Moors. The use of the ““weed” has always been considered among them as
a doubtful practice, but as theological opinions differed in respect of its legality,
the habit of smoking crept in. (See Z%e Moors, chapter vi.)

1 Sir THoMAs BROWNE, Pseudodoxia Epidemica.

2 EL UFRANI, p. 264. 3 Ro. C. 4 EL UFRANT, pp 218, 225, 226,
5 Ibid., p. 306 (inscription quoted). 6 See chapter xvii,

K
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Zid4n, who was governor of Td4dla, where he had begun

1603.  to build a city on the Um er-Rabii, to be
called Ziddnfa! was the first proclaimed at Fez, but
was refused in Marrdkesh. The Red City decided for the
governor of Sas, Abd el Aziz II1, surnamed Abu Firis?
(the name by which he is ‘better known), and entiﬂéd
El Withik b'Illah, “ The Reliant on God.” :

The third brother, Mohammed XII. (es-Sheikh), the heir-
apparent, had, by reason of rebellion against his father
the year before, been seized, even in sanctuary, and cast
into the prison of Mequinez. The governor immediately
conveyed him to Marrdkesh, where his brother Abu Féris
set him free on the condition of his abjuring his claim,
and entrusted him with an army, wherewith he routed
Ziddn, who fled to Tlemgen and Tafildlt. Mohammed's
next step was to march with the remnant of Ziddn’s army

1606. to Fez, where he was proclaimed, and soon
after was able to drive Abu Fdris from Marrdkesh. The
inhabitants summoned Ziddn to their aid, but though he
took possession temporarily, the army of Es-Sheikh
captured the city once more, and once more sacked it.

1607.  The people fled to the Jebel Giliz, where they
elected as ameer another Mohammed, a grandson of
Mohammed IX, and under his leadership recovered
Marrékesh. But objections were raised against him, and

1608.  Ziddn was recalled to become sole ruler, though
the son of Es-Sheikh, who had already strangled Abu
Féris, made a vain attack upon him.

At this juncture Es-Sheikh appealed for assistance to
Felipe II1. of Spain—he who expelled the Moriscos next

1600.  year—in return for which he gave Laraiche,* but
his attempt was unsuccessful, and he was killed in his

* He had at first offered Salli and El Kasar as well, if helped with men and
money, employing as his ambassador an Italian merchant.?

1 Ro. C. 2 EL UFRANI, p. 309. 3 Ro. C.
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113.  camp four years later!* On the other hand,
Ziddn ‘secured the services of some two hundred English
volunteers under Captain John Giffard,t and also entered
into a treaty with the Statés General? to which he

sent an embassy. An interesting diplomatic
Eumpmﬂllgg;aﬁ"’m-episode of the times had. been the adventures
of Sir Anthony Sherley, an Englishman, who

came to Saffi from the Emperor of Germany? Another

1622.  noteworthy visitor to Morocco during this reign
was Jakob van Gool, or Golius, as he was styled, the
Leyden professor of Oriental languages, whose written
Arabic astonished the ameer, but who could not manage
to converse with him except in Spanish.* Ziddn must
himself have been something of a scholar, for he loved his
books, the collection, probably, made by his father. He
entrusted 3000 volumes® to a Frenchman to transport by
sea to a place of safety during a rebellion—raised by Abu
Mahalli, whom he ultimately overcame—but the vessel
containing them and other of his valuables was driven
out to sea by a storm, as so often occurs at that port,

before the ameer himself went on board, and

- was captured by a Spanish privateer® The
French consul was in consequence arrested, and
1624 Razelli, the envoy from France, was sent back

to demand their return, his suite being imprisoned for
several years till a new king reigned.” Ziddn’s son and

The Escorial
Library.

* El Ufrdni tells of an unsuccessful expedition in 1613 of Christians, who
occupied a citadel on the Wéd el Halk, but the retreat of their vessels being
cut off; they were caught in the river, three hundred Moorish slaves on board
being liberated, and three hundred Christians captured. The Algerines
purchased the captain, whom they placed in an iron cage.

+ Seé chapter xii.

1 Ro..C., p. 223. 2 DUMONT, t Vv.; AITZEMA, t. i.

3 Fully described by Ro. C. in an unpaged publication (see chapter xvi.)

4 HsT, p. 34; WINDUS, p 222; GODARD, p. 482. 5 EN-NAsiri, vol. iii., p. 128.
6 PuerTo, p 254; EL UFRrANI, p. 324; REPONSE, p. 136; MOUETTE, Hist., p. 284,
7 D’ANGERS (see chap. xvii).
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successor imprisoned the Spanish friars instead, but never
recovered the books, which were lodged in the Escorial,
where they may yet be consulted.*

In addition to the revolt of Abu Mahalli, a reforming
leader who took Marrdkesh,t the people of Fez endeavoured
to set up a leader of their own, but failed, and the city was
sacked. In revenge, said a contemporary sheikh, Si Geddar,
“Mulai Idrees gave him such a kick that he sent him
beyond the Wdad el Abid, which he could never afterwards
cross to approach him.”! What with these rebellions, and the

COIN OF MULAI zIDAN

Area 1.—“In the name of the most merciful God, the slave of God, the
Imdm, the Victorious in the Faith of God, Ziddn, Prince of the Faithful.”

Margin 1.—“ Struck in the fortress (Fez).” [Date indecipherable.]

Area I1.—* Son of the Imédm Ahmad bin Imdm Muhammed es-Sheikh (bin)
Imdm es-Shareef El Hasan.”

Margin 11.—* For God earnestly desires to cleanse you from stains, ye who
are of the family of the prophet.”

struggle with his brothers, Zid4n had, in the opinion of El
Ufrdni,2 as much as “would have blanched the hair of a child
at the breast.” To maintain himself, he was forced to seek
aid from Turkey, to which he remitted—according to native

* In 1646 Mohammed XIII. wrote to Philip of Spain that they had been
shipped for Agadir, but that the Frenchman had endeavoured to steal them.3
They were believed to include MSS. of St. Augustine.

+ Coins were struck by this man at Ketdwa and Marrdkesh from 1609 to
1613, under the title of Ab'ul Abbds Ahmad, “Abu Mahalli” being only
a nickname. (See Fr. Nat. Col.)

1 EL UFrANY, p. 4co. 2 p. 399. # PUERTO, P. 476.
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authors—ten hundredweight of gold, in return for which
twelve thousand troops were sent, though all were wrecked
on the way but one vessel! The Spanish Moors whom
Felipe III. had expelled,* had settled in large
numbers in Salli, and had made the disorganised
state of the country an excuse for setting up
a republic of pirates. For support against them the ameer
162.  was fain to turn to England, and procured
assistance from Charles I, which he employed with
success. T
On Zidé4n’s death the royal parasol was borne beside his
1.27.  son Abd el Mdlek I, a drunkard, whose life was
taken by renegade assassins. He was followed by his
1631.  brother El Walid, a man of similar vice, who
met with a similar fate? A more enlightened ruler,
1631 careful of shedding blood, was then released
from prison and proclaimed, Mohammed XIII. (es-Sheikh
es-Saghir), a third son of Ziddn, by a Spanish slave. He
liberated many captives, set free the imprisoned missionaries,
and permitted more to come? From his reign dates the
use of the title of sultdin or emperor, which
has since been borne by Moorish sovereigns,
instead of that of ameer or prince. His happy reign of
eighteen years—the one bright spot in the latter part of
the S4adi period—was terminated by his murder at the

Expelled Moriscos.
1610,

Title of Sultan.

* The decree for their expulsion is given by Padre Guadalajara in his
Memorabile Expulsion y ITustissimo Destierro de los Moristos de Espasia
(Pamplona, 1613), p. 136. Three days’ notice only was given, and money
alone was allowed to be taken, life being forfeited by remaining, though
children under four electing to 7¢main might do so, as also the Morisco wives
of Christians, but not the Morisco husbands of Christians, whose children
under six months old might remain with their mothers. From one hundred
and thirty places in Aragon there went forth sixty-four thousand souls,
representing thirteen thousand eight hundred and ninety-three families, and
all available galleys were pressed into the transport service,

1 See chapter xii. '

1 EL UFRrANI, pp. l.c. 2 Jbid., 406-7. 3 PUERTO, p. 393.
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hand of some Berbers who found him thrown from his
horse between El Kasar and Tetuan.!

The cordial relations which had begun to spring up
during these disturbances, between the Moors and the
Portuguese, who had no trouble in finding allies among
the pretenders and rebels, led to an important religious
rising under a certain “saint,” El Aydshi, known simply

to the foreigners as “Santo” He, with an

Internal Revellion. important following of Dildi Sanhdja Berbers,
8% made serious attacks on Mazagan, Laraiche,

and Méaméra, and though in
no instance successful, he
was so far victorious that
when he came northward to
Salli he was approached by
its independent inhabitants
in a manner “which decided
him to cause his happy star
to shine in the Salletin
heaven.”? He was accepted
asrulerfromT4zato Tamsna,
but the Andalucian Moors,
newly settled in Salli, con-
spired against him and pro-
cured his death? So holy
was he, says one writer, that
when his head was brought
into town it continued to
recite the Kor'dn. Before he
died he declared that he had
accomplished the death of
over seven thousand six hundred Christians.* Until then
it had seemed probable that he would establish another
dynasty, but this was to be the task of others. In Ss,

A TOWN MOOR (SERVANT)

1 PUERTO, p. 541. 2 EL UFRANI, p. 440. 3 10id., p. 450. 4 1bid., p. 448.
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where, hitherto the Fakih Si Abd Allah M’bark had held
sway, a separate administration was now set up by Ali
es-Simldli.  Fez, too, clamoured for independence, and
ended by inviting from Tafildlt another race of shareefs.
1646.  These made their first invasion during this
1648.  reign, and were soon the masters of Fez.
On Mohammed’s death his followers at once declared
16s5.  for Ahmad VI. (el Abbds), his son by a woman
of the Shabdni tribe. This important body, said to be
descended from the Christian prisoners of Yakab el
Manstr,! was now strong enough under their Kaid Abd
Allah el Hispdni to seize on Marrdkesh, and put El Abbds
1659  to death by a treacherous use of his seal?
proclaiming as his successor his mother’s brother, Abd el
Karim bin Abu Bakr, better known as “ Krom el H4j.”3
This usurper ruled for several years, till Marrdkesh was
1668.  taken by Er-Rasheed, a sultan of a new dynasty,
who decimated the Shabdni, and enlisted the remainder,
transporting their families to the mountains between Oojda
and Melilla at Es-Saladia.* He exhumed and burned the
body of Krom el H4j, who had been poignarded in the
palace by the sister of El Abbds, whom he had forced to
enter his hareem. His son, Mulai es-Sheikh, being captured
by Er-Rasheed, he was dragged through the town at the
tail of a mule® The Fildli shareefs had already been
established over twenty years in Fez, and from this point
dates their mastery of the Empire, that of their Saadi
predecessors having lasted nearly a century and a half.

1 CHENIER. See p. 8o. 2 PUERTO, P. 544. 3 Ev UFRANI, p. 428.
4 MOUETTE, Hist., p. 232. 5 EL UFRANI, p, 477. © MOUETTE, Hist., p. 53.



CHAPTER THE EIGHTH

A MOORISH TYRANT

(EARLY FILALI PERIOD)

1649-1727

Y the close of the thirteenth century almost all trace
had been lost in Morocco of the Idreesi shareefs
who had founded the Empire, for though here and there
survived some solitary member who was to
g:;f;”;;;i’;; ' transmit a somewhat doubtful claim to the
present day, that family had been entirely
dispersed by the Berbers who had since ruled the land.
But the presence of descendants of Mohammed is
believed by his followers to ensure prosperity, and the
troubles of the Maghrib were attributed by some to
the lack of such bringers of fortune. So certain enter-
prising spirits of Tafildlt (or, as it was then called,
Sajilmdsa), when they made their pilgrimage to Mekka,
cin1300. invited a shareef of Yanboid en-Ndkhil—of
the family of Abu Tdleb, to whom Mohammed had granted
that district—to settle amongst them.! The invitation
was accepted by one El Hasan bin Kdésem, thereafter
surnamed Ed-Ddkhil—“the Penetrator,” ze., of the new

home.*
* ¢ As for the popular Iegend‘that they paid his father the weight of his

son in silver, that is one of the vain fables which have neither tail nor head.
God knoweth better than any what is the real truth.” 2

1 EL UFRANT, pp. 480-483 ; EN-N4sIrI, vol. iv., p. 3. 2 Evr UFRANTI, p. 482.
- 136
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The ancestors of these Fildli shareefs were also those
of the Saadi shareefs, imported subsequently for a similar
reason, whom the Fildlis were to succeed on the

Zo"z':r”'“ % throne of Morocco. The Sdadi family settled

The First Fildls.

in the Dréa country, also south of the Atlas,
whence they made their way to power on the fall of the
Beni Marin. The Fildlis—probably more correctly Hildlis
—who had given their name to their adopted country,
were held in great veneration, chiefly on account of the
marked increase of the date crop after their arrival. The
great grandson of El Hasan had even been offered the
throne of Grandda,! but it was not till the power of their
Saadi cousins was broken, that local quarrels induced their
then chief, Mulai es-Shareef—“My lord the Noble,” par
excellence—the eighth from El Hasan, to establish the in-
13¢.  dependent kingdom of Tafildlt, as the country
was thenceforward called.

Having summoned the independent ruler of Sfis, one
Ali (Abu’l Hasan es-Simléli) to assist him in subduing
Tabusamt, that worthy made peace with the foe
instead, quarrelled with the shareef, and carried
him off to his castle of Iligh in Sts2 There he remained

1638.  till ransomed by his son Mohammed, who at

1641, his death was proclaimed ameer in Tafildlt,
which he had recovered from the Sasis. The fame of
Mohammed’s power reaching Fez at the time when the
incapable sons of Ziddn were succeeding and being
murdered in turn, the Arabs of the northern kingdom
sent him an invitation to become their ruler too, which

1649.  he at once accepted. Although at first expelled
from Fez by the Dildi Zawia party3—followers of EI
Aydshi, the religious leader who ruled most of the country
round—Mohammed was successful in maintaining himself

1 EL UFRrANI, p. 487. 2 Jbid., p. 496 ; EN-N£sIR1, vol. iv., p. 67.
3 EL UFRANI, p. 498 ; EN-NAsIr1, vol. iv., p. 9.
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in power until his brother Rasheed II. rose against him
on the Algerian frontier.
.~ This powerful general had possessed himself of the
wealth of a Jew of the kasbah of Ibn Meshal, near T4za,
 Thé Great with which he had raised an army.* Having
Tafilatta.” slain his brother Mohammed in battle, Rasheed
1664 wrenched from the Aydshi party T4za and Fez,
in which latter till then “every quarter had its chief, and
every hill its crowing cock”! After the destruction of
the Dildi Zawia or Sanctuary, which had been Aydshi’s
head-quarters, Rasheed marched on Marrdkesh, where he
put an.end to the Shabdmi usurper hitherto in power.
Then proceeding to Sfis to avenge his father’s treatment
there, the new sultan made his name resound until the
English who had recently settled in Tangier learned to
know him only as “ The Great Tafilatta.”
He it was who in his eight years’ reign not only con-
solidated once more an Empire which was fast dissolving,
but who replaced the beneficent rule of his
ErRasheedIL  father and brother by the inauguration of that
166¢.  direful epoch of bloodshed and tyranny—darkest
page of any in the annals of Morocco—whereof his suc-
cessor Ismail was at once the type and ornament. To
slay with his own hand the slave who had assisted his
‘escape from his_brother’s prison was his initial act, while
the culmination of a reign that was an unbroken chronicle
of treachery and torture was his treatment of helpless
women, from whom he extorted the wealth he coveted
by the indescribable barbarity of crushing their breasts
beneath a box, upon the lid of which he himself jumped.?

~ * It is from this incident that the *‘ Feast of the Scribes” held yearly in
Fez takes its rise. In the popular account the Jew was a “king” of Tdza,
which was taken from him for' Rasheed by the tdlebs or scribes. (See 7%e
Moors, chapter xviil.)

1 EL UFRANT, p. 50T, .. 2 CHENIER, ii., 121, 134
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2.~ His death was a worthy conclusion to such a
life ; he'was caught by the neck in the: fork of an orange
tree, as in a drunken fit he madly spurred his horse in the
Agudal Park at Marrdkesh.!

Rasheed was succeeded by his brother Isméil, then-
twenty-six years of age, to the native historian known
as “ Prince of the Faithful, the Overcoming-in-
God, Father of the Conqueror, my lord Ismail,
son of the Noble.”* The history of this remark-
able man and his long reign of fifty-five years calls for
special treatment, not only on account of the exceptional
wealth of material, but particularly on account of the
foreign relations producing that wealth. During this
period, as never before or since, we are brought face to
face with -the internal workings of the Moorish Court.
Without detailed description of what occurred, a mere list
of all its horrors and its anomalous glories would appear
incredible, but let the facts speak for themselves.

Although the fourth Fildli shareef to hold sway in the
Ma r1b, Mulai Ismail was the son of Mulai es-Shareef

1672z bin Ali el Hosdini el Fildli. After several years
of war with Ahmad, the son of his brother Maharaz?
Ismail, who had been the governor of Mequinez, determined,
on finding himself supreme, to make that city
his head-quarters. In announcing this he sent
ten thousand heads, including those of women and children
slain in his rival’s camp, to adorn the walls of Fez and
Marrikesh, while he caused the bodies of prisoners of war
to be interwoven with rushes to form a bridge whereby
the victorious army might cross a river. Thus commenced
the horrors of that awful reign.

“Voluptuous, covetous, passionate, treacherous, more

The Greater
Ismail.

Change of Capital,

* « Ameer el M{'minin, El Mudhéfir b’Illah, Ab’Gn-Ndsir, Matlai IsmAdil.”

1 EL UFRANI, p. 503 ; MOUETTE, Aist., p. 110; PELLOW.
2 EN-NASIR], L., pp. 22, 29, 32,
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than a tyrant, he tamed the natural savageness of his
subjects by showing himself still more savage
than they.” Such is the character painted for us
by Pellow*—who for the latter half of his reign was slave
and officer in his service—of Mulai Ismaiil, the last Moorish
sultan to leave an indelible mark on his country, albeit a
scar. Since his day eight sultans have come and gone, yet
hardly any have made themselves places for good or bad
in the memory of their nation.

There is in his character, nevertheless, something which
commands admiration ; his ferocity was but the outcome
of the times in which he lived, and he was only stronger,
not worse, than those around him. Notwithstanding his
tyrannical behaviour and wholesale butcheries, he succeeded
in making his power so thoroughly respected that public
life and property were never more secure than under his
rulet Seemingly he could brook no other tyrant within
his reach, and was determined to be a monopolist in
villainy.

While during his life-time not a human being in

Character.

* BrRowN’s Ed., p. 135. Quoted by DE MAIRAULT, p. 40. See also
Buswor, pp. 37, 38.

t During this reign the direct routes between Fez and Marrdkesh, and
between Rabat and Mequinez, were in constant use, and all roads were
considered safe.?

An English visitor wrote in 1771 that “the country flourished more under
that piratical and merciless tyrant than it does under the humane and com-
mercial, but avaricious, Mohammed.”2 “One can hardly imagine the security,
abundance and calm which at this time reigned in the whole country.”® As
a specimen of his wise acts may be mentioned the giving of sixty thousand
sheep to a conquered tribe, the Beni Idrdsen, on condition that they should
settle as shepherds, and send in the wool to the sultan.* In his correspondence
with Louis XIV. he styled himself “ Conqueror of eleven kingdoms.” Colonel
Scott wrote of this sovereign in 1842, deriving his information from native
sources, that he “‘appears to have been the most enlightened of tlie Moorish
kings or emperors, as all the public works I have seen are stated to have been
built in his time.” 8

1 Nozuat EL HApr and Ez-ZaidnN1. 2 JARDINE, p. 160.
3 EL UFRANI, p. 506. 4 Ez-ZA1ANI 5 p. 64.
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Morocco failed to tremble at his name, it is strangely
significant of the real tendency of Isldm that
Ismail is remembered by the Moors of to-day,
not as the tyrant, but as the great and religious sultan.
In his immediate circle he succeeded in inspiring a
religious awe by his punctilious attendance to outward
forms, and by his public prostrations on every occasion,!
for which he had praying-places prepared throughout his

Religious Mask.

TANGIER UNDER THE ENGLISH
(1662-1684)

haunts. As his rule of life he used to have a copy of
the Kor'dn borne before him.2 Most of his murders
were committed on Fridays, as in fulfilment of divine
decrees, under the influence of the other world, and the
many hundreds who died by his hand were taught to
believe that such a death insured admission to paradise,
for which his pardon, often granted after the victim’s

1 CHENIER, ii., p. 179, 2 BUSNOT, P 48
P 179, s Pe 4
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death, was held to be ample passport. Sometimes he
would inquire for one he had slain the day
before, and on hearing that he was dead, would
ask the cause, to which the only safe reply was an
assurance of ignorance equal to that of the imperial
murderer, who was supposed to act unconsciously in the
fulfilment of divine decrees. The bodies of his victims
could not be removed
without his leave, and
sometimes lay about the
palace till they stank.*
So fond was he of shed-
ding blood himself}! that
he would lop off the

N o head of his nearest
. G:;)LD cc:rihop MULAI ;5':“2 . attendant to try the

. Area.—** There is no god but God ; .
all rule is from God.” edge of a new sword
Margin.—** Struck in the citadel of F4s, OF hatchet, and when

which let God guard, in the year 1093 g French ambassador

Blood-thirstiness.

(1681-2).” . :
II. Area.—*“God is truth : the defender was in his presence he
of manifest truth.” slew a number of slaves

Margin.—*“In the name of the most by way of amusement 2;
merciful God. My support is from God in 're lv to the envoy’
alone ; on Him do I trust, and unto Him Py y'S
do I turn me.” (Kordn, s. xiv., 88.) remonstrances he de-

clared, “King Louis

rules men, I rule brutes” To spare his own arm an

Methods of executioner always stood by his side, and a

Erecwiion, sudden drawing in of his chin, as he looked

at a man, meant instant beheadal, while a turn of his

wrist meant strangulation. Troublesome women in his

hareem were disposed of by garrotting—to the number

* This, however, was the custom in England also at the same period, as
described by Ellwood in his account of Newgate in 1661.%

1 BusNorT, p. 157, etc.
2 THOMASSY, pp: 133, 197.
3 Life, Ed. 1714, p. 191
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of thirty on one day.* St. Olon records that during the
first twenty years of his reign he was popularly credited
with having by his own hand despatched to their rest
no less than twenty thousand of his subjects.! A favourite
pastime was to pin his subjects with a lance, a couple
of which were always at hand, for in those days the
flint-lock had not entirely superseded more primitive
weapons. In his combats he was often opposed by bows
and slings, while what is now called “ powder-play,’%s
still to a great extent the classical sport of the lance?

These were the milder forms of his bloodshed, often
accompanied by awful tortures. A unique and favourite
method was “tossing,” which can be best
described in the words of an English eye-
witness, Windus, who accompanied the embassy of
Commodore Stewart in 17212 to whom we are indebted
for a number of important details. “The person whom
the emperor orders to be thus punished is seized upon by
three or four strong negroes, who, taking hold of his hams,
throw him up with all their strength, and at the same time
turning him round, pitch him down head foremost, at
which they are so dexterous by long use that they can
either break his neck the first toss, dislocate a shoulder, or
let him fall with less hurt. . . . Sometimes they come off
with only being severely bruised, and must not stir a limb,
if able, while the emperor is in sight, under penalty of
being tossed again.”

Other tortures in vogue were crucifixion and sawing
asundert—a death meted out while Stewart was in
Mequinez, for no worse crime than having been detained
as a pledge for another man’s debt in Gibraltar, where the

“Tossing.”

* His child Zid4n, when but seven years of age, was permitted to kill a
slave with his own hand. .

1 p.161. 2 PuELPS (p. 8) saw him lance seven-and-twenty negroes one after another.
p f

3 p. o1 ; see also PUERTO, p. 685, and DE LA MERCY, p. 245.

4 Prrrow ; WINDUS, p. 187 ; BusnoT, p: 943 Dr LA MERCY, p. 158.
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victim was accused of having conceived too strong a fancy
for European men and women. Without a trial
he was condemned to be lashed between two
boards, and sawn from the head downwards till his body fell
asunder! Others were burnt, or dragged at a mule’s tail
through the streets till dead,* and one of the wazeers or
ministers suffered for abuse of power in imitation of his
master by that master’s first breaking his arm with a pistol
shot, and then having him sewn up in an ox-hide and
dragged through the camp? " The lions in his park? were
fed with slaves.;3 Dilatory workmen on the concrete walls
of Mequinez were either thrown from the height, or toppled
into the mould and rammed down.# One of his sons who
had rebelled against him, Sidi Mohammed, was brought
to the side of a cauldron of boiling pitch and fat, but
ultimately his punishment was commuted to having his
right hand and right foot cut off.§ The death of another,
Mulai Ziddn, was achieved indirectly at his father’s
instigation by smothering,5 yet the unnatural father built
them mausoleums which still stand in Mequinez. ||

It would hardly be possible to credit these accounts of

Tortures.

* QOne of forty cats which he kept, each known by name and fed on mutton,
was thus treated, and then beheaded, for taking a rabbit.® Once he fed his dogs
with pieces cut from a living woman.”

+ His menagerie contained lions, tigers, leopards, bears, wolves, and
ostriches.$

+ Seran de la Tour records that no less than sixty were one day ordered to
combat his tigers under pain of being burned alive, and every one of them
suffered one way or the other without delay.®

§ Having suspected one of his wives, he had her stuffed alive with powder
and set alight.’® He had the beard, mouth, nose, and eais of a European
slave filled with gunpowder and lighted.!

|| Another son, or grandson, who rebelled, fled first to Spain, and then to
France, where, on November 6th, 1709, he appeared before Louis, professing
Christianity as ¢‘ Pierre de Jesus.” 12

1 WinNpus, pp. 156, 157; OCKLEY, p. 93. 2 Ez-ZA1AN1, p 34.

3 PUERTO, p 69.; WINDUS; MOUETTE, Hist., p. 317, also pref. and chap. vii. ; Busnor,
p. 59, and OCKLEY. Also French Foreign Office Papers, Corresp. Maroc, 1577-1733.

4"WINDUS. 5 CHENIER, ii., 222. 6 BusnoT, p. 62 7 PUERTO, p. 63.
8 BusNoT, p. 59. 9 p 12. 10 PUERTO, p. 67. 11 BusNoT, p. 112. 12 See chapter xv.
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Mulai Ismail's carnage, but that in addition to the testimony

.quoted we have that of the ambassadors St. Amant, De
la Croix, and St. Olen, of the friars De la Mercy, Juan .
de la Faye, San Juan, De el Puerto,! Busnot and Desmay,
besides that of the European captives, Mouette, Phelps,
Brooks and others.*

But the bloodthirsty villain had better moments, and
moments, one is almost thankful to say, of remorse.
A Spaniard who had attempted his life in vain
was first pardoned, and after apostatising was

appointed a kaid? as also was one of his brothers,

conquered in rebellion. It was said that the surest road
to Ismail's fickle favour was to be thrashed and despoiled
by his orders, because his surviving victims were often more
than reinstated when he thought of them again. Having
unintentionally killed with the butt-end of his lance
a special favourite—whom he had often assured that he
loved him too much ever to hurt him—he used to be
heard in his gardens sadly repeating his name, and calling
him back? It was said at the time that the man referred
to as having been sawn asunder appeared to the emperor
in a dream the next night, calling on God to judge between
them, in consequence of which he sent for the dust that
had soaked his victim's blood, wherewith to rub himself -

all over as a penance *

A stranger case than any was the ascendency over him

of a Catalonian slave, Maestre JuanS’ due to the slave’s
good work, good temper and sincerity. To

c{‘hf:;’c’;‘j‘?‘”e him Ismadil swore that he would never see him
without making him a present, a promise faith-

fully kept, even to the extent of granting him the lives

His Better Nature.

* Of these the narrative by Boyle is fictitious, and the name of the one
whose record was edited by Ockley is not known. \

1 Chaps. x and xxxviii. 2 WiNDUs 3 1bid. 4 10id. 5 Jbid.
6 Juan Leonardo. DE LA Fave, p. 149; PuerToO, p. 61.
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of Christians condemned to death. It is related that
when the sultan meant on no account to spare some
doomed captive, he would order the palace doors to be
shut, lest Maestre Juan should get wind and appear in
time. One would like to know somewhat more of a man
who exhibited Christian graces in such a Court, and with
such effect. De el Puerto tells us? that he was the master
of the sultan’s cloth factory, that he became a renegade,
but on his death-bed repented, and rushed through the
streets declaring himself a Christian. For this he was
condemned to be burned if he did not recant within three
days, but in the interval he died.?
The personal appearance of the inhuman creature to
whose charge these deeds are laid is thus described
towards the close of his career by Windus?:
Personal “He is a middle-sized man, and has the
Appearance.
remains of a good face, with nothing of a
negro’s features, though his mother was a black*; he
has a high nose, which is pretty long and thin. He has
lost all his teeth, and breathes short, as if his lungs were
bad; coughs and spits very often, which never falls to
the ground, men being always ready with handkerchiefs
to receive it. His beard is white and thin; his eyes
seem to have been sparkling, but their vigour decayed
through age, and his cheeks very much sunk in.” Busnot
describes him* as nearly black, with fiery eyes, a strong
voice, and greatly given to jumping, being remarkably
agile even when past middle age, and able by one action

* A curious story is told to account for his negro blood?; that when his
father was worsted by Abu Hasfin, the chief of Iligh in Sfis, who made
prisoners of himself and his wives, in response to a request for one wife back
he received a very ugly old negress, and her second son was Mulai Ismail,
who is said to have had no less than eighty-three brothers and one hundred
and twenty-four sisters.

1 p. 768. 2 Ez-ZAYANI, p. 5. 3 WINDUS, p. 99; ST. OLON, p. 64.
4 p. 37, 5 BusNoOT, p. 365 EL UFRANI, p. 497; OviLo, p. 182,
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to mount his horse, to draw his sword, and to behead
the slave who held the stirrup. Several times a day he
would change his costume, suiting the colour to the mood
he was in, green being his favourite, but white the most
propitious, and yellow fatal.
With his wonderful lease of life and vitality, and a
hareem stated to contain two thousand women,—including
at least one Englishwoman *—the number of
Fmormous Fari: his own sons who lived to mount horse is
recorded as seven hundred, that of his daughters not
being known. Not that these could be in any sense
considered a family, for the daughters were never allowed
about the court, and only those sons whose mothers
managed to retain some influence over their husband,
all but the few favoured sons being despatched to Tafilalt,
where they have formed a shareefian clan. The sons
were distinguished by wearing a great ring of gold with
a big pearl, presented at birth by the Jews, who had
to give the daughters silver medals® and the mothers
razors.? Ez-Zaidni records the number of sons as five
hundred and twenty-eight, “and as many girls.” Under
the reign of Sidi Mohammed XVII. (bin Abd Allah) these
occupied five hundred houses, and were in receipt of pen-
sions which at one time ‘it was the duty of Ez-Zaidni to
distribute. De el Puerto says?® that in 1703 he asked one
of Mulai Ismail’s sons how many brothers he had, and
after three days he produced a list of five hundred and
twenty-five boys and three hundred and forty-two girls.
The ‘final total is by this writer estimated at over one

* Taken captive at the age of fifteen, and induced to turn Mohammedan
by placing her feet in boiling oil.# Another girl named Camacha, a Spaniard,
whom the emperor desired, and had already conveyed to the citadel, herself
poured a pot of boiling lye over her breasts in order that he might not fancy
her, and she was in consequence allowed to marry a Christian.’

1 BUSNOT, p. 54. 2 DE LA FavE, p. 160. 3 Book vi., chap iii.
4 BusnoOT, p. 53. 5 PUERTO, D. 496.
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thousand. He says his successor had but three hundred

TANGIER FROM THE SAND HILLS

and fifty-four women, one for each day in the Moham-
medan year. Mairault, writing soon after Ismail’s death,
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makes the total twelve hundred, and in common with
other authors, quotes the register of compulsory presents
made by the Jews on the occasion of each new birth.
Forty children were thus registered as his during three
months spent at his court by a French traveller.2 Pellow’s
estimate of three hundred wives? (at a time), by whom
he had some nine hundred sons and two hundred daughters,
is quite as likely to be correct, since for a long time he was
a slave in the palace of Ldlla Ziddna, a mulatto, and
esteemed a witch.t She secured Ismail’s devotion by re-
plenishing his hareemj* and was the most powerful of
the four legal wives, as the mother of the favourite son
Zid4n, the heir until he was smothered while drunk by
his wives.t The sultan seldom visited the other women
twice, unless they had borne him sons, but all whom he
had favoured were thenceforth considered sacred.

Some of the strangest features of this man’s reign were
Deatings with his dealings with women. There came a woman
Wonen to him from the Sdharaf a sort of latter-day

190.  Queen of Sheba, whom he went out to meet
with an army, but on her agreeing to place herself and
her people in his hands if he could beat her at lance-play,
they had a bout, with the result that she entered his
hareem, and his army marched to her country. But quite
as strange a scene must that have been when Mulai Ismail,
having allowed the report of his death to go forth for the
purpose of tempting her rebellious son from his lair, the

* One Spanish renegade was employed in making descents on the coast
of Spain to procure him women, among whom he brought a Spanish countess
who became the mother of Sidi Mohammed, but who afterwards had her feet
burned with irons before him to extort a secret from her.

1 Seven of these women were therefore forced to eat then own breasts, cut
off piecemeal and placed in their mouths.”

1 p. 41, ) 2 SERAN DE LA TOUR, p. 139.

3 BusnoT says five hundred concubines of all nationalities, p. 50 ; and six hundred children,
P 54. 4 SERAN DE LA TOUR, p. 17; OCKLEY, p. 96; ST. OLON,

5 SERAN DE LA ToUr, p. 19. 6 BROWN'S Pellow, p. 140. 7 SERAN DE LA TOUR, p. 315.
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Lilla Ziddna rode forth to command in person!; but this
was too much for Morocco, and to prevent a rising the
sultan had to reappear.

Of all things possible in Moorish history, it would be
difficult to imagine anything more improbable than that
a sultan of Morocco should pay court to a
princess of France. Yet this actually came to
pass in the person of Mulai Ismail? Si Abd
Allah bin Aisa, Admiral and Envoy of Morocco at the
Court of Louis XIV.* became so impressed by the charms
of Mlle. de Blois, afterwards Princesse de Conti, daughter
of Louis and Mlle. de la Valliere—whom he had met at
a ball at her uncle’s in the Palais Royal—that he reported
on her to his master.t Mulai Ismail thereupon commanded
him to write to Pontchartrain, his friend, to ask her of the
king,1 to whom at the same time—in true Oriental style—
he wrote a very friendly letter without mentioning the
matter. She was to maintain her own religion, and to
live in every luxury. But the French king made the
difference of creed an' excuse for declining the honour.
Nothing could have better pleased the wits and rhymesters
of the period, and even J. B. Rousseau§ entered the lists
with an ode to the princess, in which were the lines :—

Suitor for
a French Princess.

“ Votre beauté, grande Princesse,
Porte des traits dont elle blesse
Jusquaux plus sauvages lieux :

* The same who met and thanked our James II. in exile, for having
liberated him without a ransom, when a captured rover.

1 A neat little volume of letters publisheéd in Cologne in 1700, forming
a Relation Historigue de I' Amour de I' Empereur du Maroc, par M. le Comte
DXXXX., makes out that a certain French captive having described the lady
to the sultan, he came over himself disguised in the train of his ambassador—
evidently a fable based on the story of Peter the Great. ) '

I This letter is given by Thomassy, La Question d’Orint, p. 16, That
addressed to Louis only asked for architects and coats of mail.

§ Who was ultimately banished for his bitter political couplets.

1 SErAN DE LA TOUR, p. 131; BUSNOT, p. 117; and CHENIER, ii., p. 221.
2 THOMASSY, p. I71.
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L’Afrique avec vous capitule,
Et les conquétes de vos yeux
Vont plus loin que celles d’Hercule.”

Perigny asked, with witty sarcasm :—

“ Pourquoi refusez-vous 'homage glorieux
D’un roi qui vous attend, et qui vous croira belle ?
Puisque PHymen & Maroc vous.appelle,
Partez, C’est peut-étre dans ces lieux
Qu’il vous garde un amant fidele.”

Other verses called forth by the incident would be too
long to quote, but here is the first of a' set of ten,
from a volume of them which was published,! showing
that the affair was looked upon then in much the same
light as it would be now:—

“ Que me demandez-vous, superb Tingitane?
Osez-vous y penser ?

La fille de Louis, jusqu’au rang de sultane
Peut elle sabaisser?”

This was only one instance of many in which Mulai
Ismail entered into friendly relations with European
rulers. By all such relations, whether friendly

gzﬁjgmwifﬁ or hostile, Mulai Ismail impressed upon his
‘ subjects with what awe he was regarded
abroad, an impression deepened by the presence of so
many Christian captives, whose respective governments
were either too weak or too indifferent to rescue them.*
When he succeeded his brother, Portugal still held
Mazagan, and Spain was secure in Laraiche, Mamoéra
Ceuta and Pefion de Velez, while the English

European had been ten years in Tangier. Nevertheless,

Possessions. . .
1672.  when Lord Belassize, the governor, sent Lord
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